
 

As in previous years, the Afex Grand Prize for 2016 will be awarded to the architects by the 

French Ministry of Culture at the Palazzo Zorzi, the seat of Unesco, in Venice, on May 26th at 

7:00pm, during the opening days of the Architecture Biennial. The ceremony will follow a lecture 

by DGT on the Estonian National Museum at 5:30pm. 

 

As part of its overall mission, since 2010, Afex has organized the Afex Grand Prize of French architecture 

worldwide, which is awarded every two years to an outstanding work delivered abroad by a French architect. 

Among the 32 projects considered for the prize in 2016, the winner of this fourth edition of the competition 

is DGT (Dorell.Ghotmeh.Tane / Architects), for the Estonian National Museum in Tartu. (The list of 

all the projects can be found on www.afex.fr). 

The prize winners for the three previous installements of the Afex Grand Prize are Christian de Portzamparc for 

the Arts Center in Rio de Janeiro in 2014, Terreneuve and Adam Yedid for the French lycée in Dakar, Senegal in 

2012, and Dominique Perrault for the Ewah University In Seoul, Korea in 2010. 

The Estonian National Museum 

This year’s laureate has a profound resonance with the theme of the 15th International Architecture Exhibition. 

Defined by its designers as a "Memory Field", this assertive building was proposed by a young international 

practice, DGT architects, based in Paris. Won following an international competition, DGT's proposal challenged 

the competition brief. Instead of locating the building on the proposed site, they chose to reappropriate a nearby 

former Soviet military base as the settling for the Museum - a physically present "ruin" of a painful history. The 

pertinence of the winning proposal was highly appreciated both locally and internationally. 

During the Venice Biennale the model of the Estonian National Museum will be exhbitied in the Baltic Pavilion 

at the Palasport Arsenale next to the Arsenal Pavilion in Venice.  

  

AFEX 

The AFEX is an organization of over two hundred members including 120 architectural firms, as well as 

engineers, urban planners, landscape designers, other contractors and industrials, who, with a strong support 

from the French government, have decided to combine their experience to promote french expertise around the 

world. 

 

DGT (DORELL GHOTMEH TANE / ARCHITECTS) 

DGT is a Parisian architects partnership founded in 2006, Dan Dorell, Lina Ghotmeh and Tsuyoshi Tane, gained 

an international reputation through the design of the "Estonian National Museum" and of a series of cutting edge 

http://metropolis-paris.us5.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=4dc5301b83cc64d9b967b5de2&id=6d9e05e917&e=070fb8da86


 

yet phenomenally sensitive projects. DGT has been widely published and has won several awards among which 

the AJAP 2008 (French Ministry of Culture Architecture Prize), the Milan Design Award 2014 ( "Light is Time" in 

the Triennale of Milan) and in 2016 with the winning of the international competition "Reinventer Paris" for the 

project "Realimenter Massena". 

  

 

 


