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Consultants:

Lighting consultant: ARCH. CAROLINA DE CAMILLIS, ARCH. RICCARDO FIBBI | ROME

Client :

VILLE D’ERMONT | FRANCE
HUGUES PORTELLI, Senator of France Republic and Mayor of Ermont
Client assistant:

CHRISTIAN GODOT, JOEL GAULT - Technical service (DGAS) for the city of Ermont
NICOLAS VANDEWALLE – Cultural center manager
Program:

Socio-cultural center for children and families; park with sports and children equipments (skatepark, multifunctional playfield).
Location :

Allée Jean de Florette |ERMONT, FRANCE
Period:

2010 (competition) |May 2014 (opening)
Size:

600 mq (building)

9000 mq (park)

Budget:
2.280.000 euros
n!studio project team:

SUSANNA FERRINI (project leader), ANTONELLO STELLA

CON CELINE BOSAL, ALESSANDRO DI MARIO, SIMONE BOVE, VALERIO ROMPIETTI, ANGELO VENTURI

collaborators : 

CARLO PICIOCCO, PAULINE BEHR, ALESSANDRO FIORALBA, ROBERTA DI STASIO, MARIA CARLA LINI, ANNA LAURA PINTO
Photo credits:

LUC BOEGLY |OPICTURES | http://www.opictures.fr
( Ferrini n!studio)
Credits about render:
FABIO BONFA’ |ENGRAM (outdoor spaces)

CARLO PICIOCCO (interior spaces)  
Main materials:

laminated  panels, colored metal panels, HPL, colored glasses, green roof
Italian suppliers:

IGUZZINI : lighting 

Building enterprises:
Landscaping - FAYOLLE

Structures and foundation - BMC
Waterproofing – SEBAC
Facade – LEFORT MENUISERIE

Window frames – J2M

Exterior doors – ALUFER

Furnishing – MORO ET FILS

Countertop and partitions – MARLIER

Coatings – ART MANIAC

Heating and air conditioning – TEMPERE

Plumbing – STEPC

Electrical installations – STEPC

Vegetation project – LOISELEUR

Playground equipment – ESPACE DECO

Description:

The new socio-cultural center is located in an area previously occupied by sports equipments, on the outskirts of Ermont, in the north of Paris.

The competition program included the project for the new center and also the redevelopment of the park through some sports equipments and playgrounds.
The project for the new center  starts from a reflection about the relationship between public spaces and built spaces/void and empty spaces, working with the interaction of different functions.
Around the regular shaped space of the common central areas, the building is developed using simple volumes aggregated along a path. 

The building is elevated above the ground and is organized around two open spaces: the entrance court yard and the park. In this way, the center is organically divided into four poles - the reception, the families areas, the children areas and the offices – and so it generates a dual court system, oriented both to the city that to the park.

The park entrance is a public space, and from here the main paths depart, including the access path to the cultural center.
The entrance is part of the public space, and the natural courtyard is part of the park.
The cultural center entrance is located in a central position in relation to the court yard, enjoying an extended view of all the interior spaces. 
The hall becomes a distributive path from the four poles to the two courtyards. 
Starting from the minimum heights required by the program,  the project included a variation of the height of the interior spaces.
Because the roof is the most visible façade from the surrounding buildings,  it has been chosen a vegetal coating for the four poles volumes, and a mineral coating for the distributive space. In this way, the internal functional distribution is clearly  displayed .

Each courtyard has a specific color palette, so it can be recognized from the interior spaces and from the outdoor:  the courtyard opened to the city is colored in warm colors (from yellow to red), the natural courtyard is colored in some green nuances.

The right natural lighting for each area and activity is guaranteed by the different types of windows, including ribbon windows in the roof and large windows on the facades.  
Facades consist in prefabricated panels in grey nuances, composing a  ‘skin’ that envelops all the interior spaces of the cultural center.

These panels are in stark contrast to the vibrant colors of the courtyard and their dark surface is also more waterproof and washable, for easier maintenance and graffiti removal.
The building contributes to the water recycling system existing in the park. The roof collects rainwater and then this water flows into the basin placed near the main pedestrian path. The rainwater collected by the playfields flows in the same basin. 
