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SUZHOU BAY GRAND THEATER

The Suzhou Bay Cultural Center is part of a series of emblematic projects initiated by the
city through the Wujiang Lakefront Masterplan. On the shores of Lake Tai, Christian de
Portzamparc discovered the deserted plain in 2013, while appreciating the plan of the future
city. It was then built so quickly, we were he was amazed at each visit. It is already alive like
a real Manhattan of towers ordered according to a grid of streets and avenues bordering a
central pedestrian axis heading towards the lake. It was clear that the meeting of this pe-
destrian axis and the great lake would be an exceptional place, and it was on this site, on
either side of the axis, that the cultural center was to be implanted during the architecture
competition.

The program had two parts: the music and performance halls on one side of the axis, and
museums and pedagogical places on the other side. Two wings would appear at the arrival
of the pedestrian axis on the lake. Christian de Portzamparc then chose to connect these
two wings on the roof to create at this very central place a huge opening to the sky in the
form of an arch visible from afar on the pedestrian axis.

It is a long ribbon that winds up and passes from one wing to the other on the roof and then
over the facade wall, forming an “eight” figure that crosses the pedestrian axis at a height of
40 meters to frame the visual opening to the lake. The two loops of the ribbon cover the es-
planade where the pedestrian axis meets the lake. This central place gives access to the
numerous cultural facilities spread out in the two wings, to the north and south of the axis.

In the North wing one enters the large lobby gallery which is the entrance to the theater-
opera house and to the Chinese opera. From this gallery one ascends to the music con-
servatory and the 360° cinema.

In the south of the esplanade, the wing divides into two museum buildings: a history muse-
um and a city museum with educational spots, and finally a conference and ceremonial
center.

The cultural center creates a new landscape by connecting water, sky and city in a play of
iridescent reflections given by this metallic ribbon (made of steel and aluminum) that
spreads over 500 meters of span. From the urban axis, the ballet of the ribbon can be per-
ceived in curves and counter-curves. Its lines rise, shelter, frame the sky and remember
ribbons used in the traditional theater in Suzhou. But one can also walk up on this ballet:
the ribbon is equipped with a 40 meters high path from which one can see the whole city
and the lake.



While working, Christian de Portzamparc realized that these wings, linked in an eight by
their ribbon, represent duality in movement, in the form of alternating Ying and Yang. This
project continues the research he has been able to undertake on the theme of the mobius
strip for the International Congress Center in Nara, Japan, and on the coverage of public
spaces with ribbon arches for Luanda (Uganda Cultural Center) and Nanking (competition
for the Jiangsu Grand Theatre, China).

The cultural center includes a 1,600-seat opera house, a 600-seat modular hall, two muse-
ums, an exhibition center, a convention center, cafes, restaurants, cinemas, as well as
shopping malls, on a total surface area of 215,000 m? distributed through the south and
north along the urban axis.

NAME: Suzhou Bay Grand Theater
CLIENT: WICID

PROGRAM: opera (1,600 seats), modular hall (600 seats), museum, exhibition center,
convention center, cinemas, cafes, restaurants, shopping galleries

AREA: 215,000 m? (total Suzhou Bay Cultural Center), of which 110,000 m2 ( Grand
Theater ) 28,000 m2 (museum), 15,000 m?2 (exhibition center), 20,000 m2 (convention
center), 14,000 m2 (shopping galleries)

DATES: 2013 - December 2020

ARCHITECT: Christian de Portzamparc

LOCAL INSTITUTE : Arts Group

CONSULTANTS: Xu Acoustique (acoustics), Theatre Projects Consultants (scenography),
Arup China (structure and fagade), Artill (lightning conception), Régis Guignard
(landscaping consultant), and studio (construction site supervision), ProductionType

(signage)

About Christian de Portzamparc

Christian de Portzamparc is a leading French architect and urban planner, who was award-
ed the Pritzker Architecture Prize at the age of 50 as the first French winner. His imagina-
tive architectural style is known for its distinctive features such as bold designs, an artistic
approach and the creativity that comes from him also as a watercolor painter. He is espe-
cially esteemed as a designer of concert halls and an urban planner.

His important works include Nexusll (1991), a residential complex in Fukuoka, LVMH Tower
(1999), and two skyscrapers (2015) in New York, the Philharmonie Luxembourg (2005), the
City of Arts (2013), a cultural complex in Rio de Janeiro, and the Paris La Défense Arena
(2017), an indoor stadium in Nanterre, on the outskirts of Paris, as well as in Casablanca
for the larger theater in Africa (2019) and Opera House in Shanghai (2019).

Currently he is engaged in large-scale projects in China for the Chinese National Convention
Center, scheduled to be completed in 2023, and in France with the University Campus of La
Sorbonne Nouvelle in Paris and the Sisters Tours in La Défense.



About Arts Group

Founded in 1995, ARTS GROUP CO., LTD (formerly Suzhou Industrial Park Design and
Research Institute Co., Ltd.) is the first architectural design enterprise with comprehensive
strength in Jiangsu Province. The chairman of the board Mr. Feng Zhenggong has won the
National Survey and Design Master. ARTS GROUP became one of the Public-listed com-
panies in China in 2014, the first one of building design companies in China. In the past
three years, it has been listed in the “Top 60 Chinese Engineering Design Enterprises” by
the US ENR/Architectural Times.

At present, the group has 10 wholly-owned or holding subsidiaries, 11 branches and a total
of more than 3,600 employees. The business scope of the group runs through the entire
industry chain, covering areas such as urban planning, urban design, architectural design,
landscape design, interior design, curtain, lighting, green construction, intelligence, engi-
neering supervision, engineering management, general engineering contracting, and full-
process engineering consulting.
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