
 

 

 

ABOUT THE CLARK ART INSTITUTE  

 

  

The Clark Art Institute, located in Williamstown, Massachusetts, is an unparalleled place to enjoy art 

and study visual culture. The Clark’s intimacy and beauty provide a unique visitor experience. The 

depth and accessibility of the Institute’s resources, including its collection and research library, offer 

an exceptional setting for scholars and curators from around the world to engage in academic 

pursuits. The Clark’s 140-acre campus includes scenic meadows and trails, allowing visitors to enjoy 

art in a setting of profound natural beauty.  

  

With a distinctive dual mission as both a museum and a center for research and higher education, 

the Clark houses an important permanent collection of more than 9,000 works, including exceptional 

European and American paintings and sculpture, extensive collections of master prints and 

drawings, English silver, and early photography. A particular strength is its collection of eighteenth- 

and nineteenth-century French art, with more than thirty paintings by Pierre-Auguste Renoir, as well 

as works by Claude Monet, Edgar Degas, and Camille Pissarro. The 2007 gift of the Manton 

Collection added significant holdings of British art, including paintings, oil sketches, watercolors, and 

works on paper by J.M.W. Turner, John Constable, and Thomas Gainsborough, among others. The 

Clark’s holdings of American paintings includes works by John Singer Sargent, George Inness, 

Frederic Remington and one of the world’s most important collections of Winslow Homer. 

 

The Clark’s special exhibition program is noted for bringing together works from collections around 

the world in compelling and visually appealing installations that advance original scholarship in the 

field. Recent exhibitions have included: Winslow Homer: Making Art, Making History; Unearthed: 

Recent Archaeological Discoveries from Northern China; Pissarro’s People; Picasso Looks at 

Degas; Dove/O’Keeffe: Circles of Influence; and The Clark Brothers Collection: Impressionist and 

Early Modern Paintings. 

 

The Clark’s Research and Academic Program offers conferences, symposia, and lectures on topics 

of vital importance to the fields of art and art history. These include the Clark/Mellon International 

Initiative, which fosters a fresh, global vision of the discipline of art history and embraces geographic, 

cultural, and disciplinary diversity; and an international fellowship program for leading scholars and 

curatorial professionals. In addition, the Clark, with Williams College, sponsors one of the United 

States’ foremost graduate programs in the history of art.  

 

Over the past three years, while the Clark’s expansion project was underway, the Institute toured 

works from its noted collection of nineteenth-century French paintings to leading art institutions in 

Europe, North America, and Asia, attracting 2.6 million visitors. The Clark also continues to engage 

in cultural exchange with China, more than 100 years after founder Sterling Clark’s historic 1908 

scientific expedition to Northern China. Its summer 2014 exhibition, Cast for Eternity: Ancient Ritual 

Bronzes from the Shanghai Museum is the latest collaboration with its Chinese cultural partners. 

 



In New York, the Explorers Club, former home of Sterling Clark’s brother Stephen, serves as the 

Institute’s Manhattan outpost and is the site for Clark conversations, installations, and programs, 

including the bi-annual ceremony for the Clark Prize for Excellence in Arts Writing. The annual Clark 

Forum convenes scholars to address important topics in the visual arts and timely issues museums 

face today. 

 

The Clark opens its expanded facilities on July 4, 2014, unveiling new and enhanced spaces that 

accommodate the continued growth of the Institute’s programs. Included in this final stage of the 

project are a new 42,600-square-foot Clark Center designed by Tadao Ando Architect & Associates, 

the expansion and renovation of the original Museum Building and the ongoing renovation of the 

Manton Research Center by Selldorf Architects, and a sweeping redesign of the grounds by Reed 

Hilderbrand Landscape Architecture. The first phase of the campus expansion project was 

completed in 2008 with the opening of the Lunder Center at Stone Hill, a striking conservation and 

exhibitions facility also designed by Tadao Ando. 

 

Open to the public year-round, the Clark is located in Williamstown, in the Berkshires region of 

northwestern Massachusetts, and is easily accessible from Boston and New York. The Berkshires is 

rich in natural beauty and is home to many world-class museums and performing arts organizations 

including Tanglewood, Jacob’s Pillow, and the Williamstown Theatre Festival. The Clark’s grounds 

are open to the public free of charge. 
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