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ShubinDonaldson (SD) is led by partners Russell Shubin, Robin Donaldson and Mark Hershman; with offices in Culver City, Santa Barbara and 
Orange County and a total staff of 56. We are informed by modernism, craft and our culture of experimentation. We respond to each client and 
site (or space) through an investigative design process, mining the tension between real world constraints and art to excavate each project’s 
unique opportunities. We have strong interests in materials research and fabrication that amplifies sensory experiences and it is germane to our 
work. 

We are not only ethnically and gender diverse; we are multi-generational and have cultivated similarly diverse relationships with our vendors and 
sub-consultants. Though we are not a MBE or WBE, at SD, we have consciously cultivated diversity; in a profession historically dominated by 
men, our staff is currently 50% women. We are committed to taking affirmative action while being grounded in meritocracy as the ultimate criteria 
for advancement. 

O U R  A P P R O A C H
LEADING CLIENT ENGAGEMENT 
We provide expert leadership to forward-thinking companies.  
To realize adaptive work places for the future, our dedicated team forms 
a “brain trust” with our clients. Together, we engage in a strategic design 
process to discover their unique needs in support of their vision, values 
and culture. 

UNDERSTANDING VISION, VALUES, AND CULTURE
We are an award-winning nationally and internationally recognized 
design-based architectural practice distinguished by our responsiveness 
to clients and the emergent needs of creative companies. In today’s 
economy, business success is defined by an agility to respond quickly 
and effectively to changes in the marketplace, as well as foresight and 
informed anticipation into how industries and companies will function in 
the future. At Shubin + Donaldson, design is seen as a means to help 
companies succeed in these endeavors by organizing, orienting and 
positioning businesses through the visionary execution of their built 
environments. 

BUILDING BETTER BUSINESSES
We believe in making buildings, but we also believe in building 
businesses. Architecture and design can create futures; 
generate potentialities and demand, and communicate the 
essence of a company.

We are looking ten, even twenty years out and making 
informed conjectures about what the nature of business will 
be like; how the intentions of companies will be made manifest 
in their working environments, and how this will be legible to 
employees, clients, potential clients and investors. 

We build spaces that are smart, resourceful, flexible, and 
creative. Design at ShubinDonaldson is focused on a client’s 
brand identity, their pragmatic charges and objectives, as well 
as their creative ambitions and conceptual pursuits. 
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RUSSELL SHUBIN, AIA, LEED AP
FOUNDING PARTNER

Russell Shubin, AIA, founded ShubinDonaldson Architects in partnership 
with Robin Donaldson in 1991. He is passionate about transformative 
design and ambitiously questions assumptions about what it means to be 
relevant in each context in which the firm works. Today, ShubinDonaldson 
Architects has offices in Culver City, Santa Barbara, and Newport and 
includes a thriving luxury residential practice serving international 
clientele, as well as mixed-use, multifamily, commercial office & retail, 
hospitality, and institutional project. The firm’s work has been widely 
published including a book in 2010 by ORO editions, entitled Live + 
Work, featuring 23 projects spanning the years 1998 to 2009. Since 
the company was founded, SD has been recognized with dozens of AIA 
design awards.

EDUCATION

B.A., Architecture, California Polytechnic 
University San Luis Obispo, CA, 1985

Ecole d’Art et d’Architecture 
Fountainebleau, France, 1984

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS

Registered Architect, State of California 
#C19250

American Institute of Architects

LEED, Accedited Professional

NCARB

Los Angeles Business Council, Energy

Committee & Housing Committee, member

PROFESSIONAL HISTORY

ShubinDonaldson
Partner, 1990-present
Culver City, CA

Blurock Partnership
Associate, 1985-1989
Newport Beach, CA

rshubin@shubindonaldson.com
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ROBIN DONALDSON, AIA
FOUNDING PARTNER

Robin brings 30 years of experience in architecture, design, construction, project 
development and management.  He holds several prestigious awards for his work 
on Ground Zero, Iwin, Fuel, Montecito Residence and several other projects.
  
Born in Los Angeles, CA, in 1957, Donaldson was educated at the University of 
California at Santa Barbara, where he received a BA in Studio Art and Art History, 
with architectural history emphasis. He then received his Masters in Architecture, 
graduating first in his class at Southern California Institute of Architecture (SCI-
ARC). While a student at SCI-ARC, Donaldson began working with Morphosis 
Architects, assuming project architect responsibilities on commercial, institutional, 
and residential projects. Following his years working with Morphosis, Donaldson 
opened his own practice in 1989

EDUCATION
 
M.A., Architecture, Southern California 
Institute of Architecture (SCI-ARC), 1986 
 
B.A., Studio Art and Art History (architectural 
history emphasis) U.C. Santa Barbara, 1982

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS
 
Registered Architect, State of California  
# C19207

Santa Barbara County B.A.R  
(Chair, 2004-2007)

AIA Santa Barbara: Chapter President, 1998

Member of Santa Barbara Architectural 
Foundation

University of California, Santa Barbara 
(UCSB)

Architectural & Design Collection  
Board Member

Collections and Exhibits Committee, UCSB

Santa Barbara County B.A.R  
(1st District Appointee, 2002)

PROFESSIONAL HISTORY
 
ShubinDonaldson
Partner, 1990-present
Santa Barbara, CA

UC Santa Barbara Environmental  
Design Department
Core Faculty Member, 1992-1999

Robert S. Donaldson, Architect.
1990-1993

MORPHOSIS Architects
Project Architect, 1987-1990

RDonaldson@shubindonaldson.com
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MARK HERSHMAN
PARTNER

A native Californian born in Newport Beach, Mark began his studies at 
Sorbonne University in Paris, France. After receiving his Bachelor of 
Architecture from Woodbury University in 1997, Mark’s professional design 
career was initiated under the tutelage of prolific Southern California 
architect Anthony J Lumsden. He began working at ShubinDonaldson 
Architects in 1999. Since then he has directed a multitude of 
ShubinDonaldson’s signature projects.

Beginning with the firm as a Lead Project Designer, he has moved up the 
ranks to Partner in 2017. He has focused his expertise on the commercial 
interiors and mixed-use buildings within the firm. Mark’s relentless 
attention to craft, detail, and design process has made him a lynchpin at 
the core of SD’s reputation for innovative design.

EDUCATION

B.A., Architecture, Woodbury University, 
1997

Sorbonne University, Paris, 1995

PROFESSIONAL HISTORY

ShubinDonaldson
Partner, 2000-present
Culver City, CA

Anthony J Lumsden & Associates
Designer,1996-1999
Los Angeles, CA

mhershman@shubindonaldson.com


