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King Fahad National Library
Refurbishment and extension of the National Library in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

The King Fahad National Library, one of the most important cultural buildings in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, was completed and went into use for its intended purpose in November 2013. This project sees
Professor Eckhard Gerber and his Gerber Architekten team accomplishing one of the most important urban
development and cultural projects in the capital, Riyadh. The design functions as the central driving force
behind a piece of urban development and rearrangement, and combines the challenge of designing within
the existing building stock with respect for Arabian culture.

The symbolic cuboid shape of the new building surrounds the existing building on all sides, thus presenting
the National Library as a new architectural image in the Riyadh cityscape without abandoning the old
building, which now operates as an internal stack, making it the centre of knowledge within the new library
as a whole. The square new building is covered by a filigree textile facade following traditional Middle
Eastern architectural patterns and linking them with state of the art technology.

The design goes back to the early days of an international competition dating from 2003. When the
National Library is completed, Gerber Architekten will be working on planning the Olaya Metro Station,
another of this country's major projects.
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