
 
 

 

 

Gate Central: new residential complex restores a historic urban fragment 
in the heart of Milan 
 

The site of the new building was destroyed during World War II bombings and will be 

redeveloped by ACPV for both residential and public use 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

23 June 2021 – International architecture and interior design practice Antonio Citterio Patricia Viel (ACPV) 

unveils the design of Gate Central, a new mixed-use complex conceived in the spirit of sustainable urban 

development. Located a stone’s throw away from some of Milan’s most visited monuments, Gate Central 

will offer 1,700 sqm of residential and retail spaces while regenerating an area that was heavily bombarded 

in wartime Milan, reimagining it for public enjoyment and as a lively residential space. 

The four-story Gate Central building comprises eight new residential units and includes ground- and 

underground-floor retail space. The creation of a green, semi-public internal square that connects Via dei 

Fabbri to Corso di Porta Ticinese guarantees pedestrian accessibility, while a generously lit glass-clad 

stairway for residents illuminates the pedestrian area in front. The tranquil, secluded square, open to the 

public in the daytime, is designed as a new meeting place where people can come together and enjoy a 

series of leisure activities, or simply rest on the stone benches among the flowerbeds. 

“This new pathway between Via dei Fabbri and Corso di Porta Ticinese will introduce a series of new 

public spaces for the enjoyment of the local community,” says Patricia Viel, co-founder of ACPV. “The 

project for Gruppo Building will revitalize the historical urban fabric with a new building and the creation of 

green public spaces that will fill the void left by World War II bombings.” 

The building features windows framed in burnished bronze and natural Ceppo di Grè stone on its façade, 

giving it a uniquely Milanese touch. The roof structure will be covered in bent tiles made of Possagno clay. 

“The building’s contemporary architecture and its materiality, which recalls building traditions from the 

past, will establish a unique relationship with the nearby historic monuments that include the medieval 

Porta Ticinese city gate, the ancient Roman Columns of St. Lawrence (Colonne di San Lorenzo), and 

Basilica of St. Lawrence (Basilica di San Lorenzo) – one of the oldest churches of Milan,” says Sara Busnelli, 

ACPV partner, in charge of the project. 

Gate Central has been conceived as part of ACPV’s mission to improve citizens’ quality of life by 

responding to their needs in a balanced manner. The new residential complex at Porta Ticinese contributes 

to the urban regeneration of the entire area by integrating multiple functions for both private and public 

use in a sustainable way. 

  



 
 

 

 

CREDITS 

Gate Central (Milan, Italy) is an architecture project by Antonio Citterio Patricia Viel (ACPV) for Gruppo 

Building. 

Studio Legale Valaguzza handled the legal issues of urban, building construction and contractual nature, 

thanks to the team of urban regeneration experts, with Sara Valaguzza, Eugenio Pizzaghi and Maria Rita 

Surano. 

 

ACPV team: Antonio Citterio, Patricia Viel, with Sara Busnelli (partner in charge), and Paolo Aranci, Clara 

Alfieri, Paolo Antonini, Matteo Brambati, Mattia Cattaneo, Domenico Cattolico, Daniele Raimondi, Luciana 

Ricca, Cristina Spada, Alessandro Tatti. Rendering: Paolo Longoni, Andrea De Cet. 

ABOUT ANTONIO CITTERIO PATRICIA VIEL (ACPV) 

Antonio Citterio Patricia Viel (ACPV) is an international and cross-disciplinary practice headquartered in 

Milan, Italy. Founded by architects Antonio Citterio and Patricia Viel in 2000, the practice is currently 

involved in several international projects, embracing different scales of intervention – from master planning 

to mixed-use developments, to residential and commercial buildings, corporate headquarters and hotels – 

in collaboration with a qualified network of specialist consultants. The practice can rely on a staff of more 

than 130 people, coordinated by eight partners. Recent projects include luxury hotels in Europe, China and 

the Middle East, NOVE – an office building in Munich (Germany) –, Arte, a residential condominium in 

Miami (US), Nexxt–Fastweb’s new HQ in Milan, and La Bella Vita high-rise in Taichung (Taiwan). 

 

 

Press contact: pressoffice@citterio-viel.com 
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