
  
  

 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

NEST – A Sculptural Playscape Arrives on Brooklyn Children’s Museum Rooftop 
 

Just in time for summer, the world’s first children’s museum unveils the new playscape NEST, made from reclaimed 
NYC water towers, providing a dynamic rooftop play experience that is Brooklyn through and through. 

 
(Brooklyn, NEW YORK) – TRI-LOX, the Brooklyn-based design and fabrication practice specializing in sustainable 
wood, proudly announces the debut of their latest installation NEST, an interactive playscape located on the rooftop 
terrace at Brooklyn Children's Museum (BCM) in Crown Heights. Inspired by the unique nests made by the baya 
weaver bird, an example of which is featured in the BCM collection, NEST is made from reclaimed NYC water tower 
cedar fashioned into an organic form that creates a woven landscape with a climbable exterior, circular hammock 
area, and permeable interior space for open and creative play. 
 
“In exploring the museum’s educational collection, we came upon a series of incredible bird nests and let them inspire 
our design,” said Alexander Bender, Co-Founder and Managing Partner of Tri-Lox. “One nest in particular, made by 
the baya weaver bird, offers an intricately woven form with rooms, tunnels, and multiple entries. This concept was 
then transformed into a climbable playscape that retains the natural materiality of the nest and tells a story of an 
iconic design within our vertical urban habitat – the NYC rooftop wood water tower. We quite literally brought the 
water tower back to the rooftop with this project”, says Bender, “it just had to be turned into a giant nest first.” 
 
NEST is the newest focal point on the BCM rooftop, completing a multiyear capital project representing several 
established and respected voices in architectural design. The striking yellow building, designed by Rafael Viñoly and 
completed in 2008, was added to by Toshiko Mori with a pavilion that made a place for community gathering on the 
20,000 square foot rooftop in 2015. In 2017, landscape architects at Future Green Studio connected the rooftop to 
Brower Park below with a mini-woodland, boardwalk, and plantings. Within a footprint of 1,800 square feet, NEST 
complements the various elements on the rooftop as a new focal point and community asset, offering the Museum’s 
target visitors, children ages 2-8, as well as caregivers, a place to play, climb, and explore the nature around us, even 
in the urban environment.  
 
Tri-Lox was commissioned by BCM through a request for proposals in mid-2017. The design and fabrication studio 
put to use the reclaimed materials they are known for, namely the rooftop water tower cedar from their Skyline 
collection, to create an organic form with parametric design tools paired with fine craftsmanship.  
 
“We were especially proud to work on this project with Tri-Lox. This sculpture has deep roots in our Brooklyn identity 
and community, and we couldn’t be more thrilled to be sharing it with our Brooklyn kids,” said Stephanie Wilchfort, 
President and CEO at BCM. “NEST at Brooklyn Children’s Museum was made possible by a grant from the United 
States Department of Housing and Urban Development and support from Congresswoman Yvette Clarke and 
Congressman Ed Towns,” continued Wilchfort.  
 
With the shared priority of creating a community-representative space that can serve children at various ages and 
stages of development, NEST met the Museum’s priorities for a climbable and iconic play structure and pushes those 
design strategies even further to incorporate contemporary theories of play and child development. The baya weaver 
nest’s organic form aligns with philosophies around non-prescriptive play, leaving the experience open ended, 
offering new challenges to children as they grow, and ideally bringing them back to the Museum to learn from its 
rotating exhibitions that expand upon its diverse collection. 
 

 
 

https://tri-lox.com/
https://www.brooklynkids.org/
https://tri-lox.com/catalog/
https://tri-lox.com/catalog/


  
  

 

Brooklyn Children’s Museum is open Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays from 10am-5pm; Thursdays 10am-6pm; 
Saturdays and Sundays 10am-7pm. More information is available on their website: http://www.brooklynkids.org/visit/ 
 
Press assets including hi-res imagery available for download via the link below: 
CLICK HERE TO ACCESS MEDIA KIT 
 
ABOUT TRI-LOX:  
Tri-Lox is a New York City-based design and fabrication practice that specializes in custom fabrication and 
architectural surfaces made from sustainably sourced woods. Operating as a unique model, Tri-Lox combines a 
design studio, custom fabrication workshop, and sawmill. The practice collaborates with architects, designers, 
institutions, and brands to realize projects across commercial, residential, public, and exhibition spaces. 
 
ABOUT BROOKLYN CHILDREN’S MUSEUM:  
Brooklyn Children’s Museum provides first cultural experiences for children and families that inspire curiosity, 
creativity, and lifelong love of learning. Founded in 1899 as the world’s first children’s museum, Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum (BCM) is New York City’s largest cultural institution designed especially for families. Proudly based in Crown 
Heights, Brooklyn, BCM serves 300,000 children and caregivers annually with exhibits and programs grounded in 
visual arts, music and performance, natural science, and world cultures.  
 
MEDIA CONTACTS: 
Julian Thomas 
Julian@tri-lox.com 
(646) 823-2143  
 
For more information visit tri-lox.com | brooklynkids.org  
Instagram: @triloxworkshop | @bcmkids 
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http://www.brooklynkids.org/visit/
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/3ann12ldbcpbtm2/AAALR3_CJt57zDky2c6FpWh9a?dl=0
http://www.tri-lox.com/
https://www.brooklynkids.org/
https://www.instagram.com/triloxworkshop/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/bcmkids/

