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Project Description

Located in a small village in the interior of Portugal, at 900m altitude, the Gafanha’s House emerges from
the need of rehabilitating an existing building occupied by a family member.

Upon requests from the clients and friends, the intervention aims at preserving the whole existing archi-
tectural features, as a family legacy of its past. As a result of that, the granite, typical stone of the region,
was maintained, and supplemented in its new elements by concrete. The patios have been added as
new living spaces.

The main drivers of this project were the land configuration, together with the pre-existing volume of this
regional traditional house, consisting of an animals’ shelter on the ground floor, and a small living area on
the upper floor.

The lower floor, partially located underground, was transformed into an ample living space with clear dif-
ferentiated functional areas. The two patios (towards sunrise and the other one facing south) are inde-
pendent structures that shape the topography of the surrounding land, creating a feeling of widening and
allowing natural light to enter the space. The upper floor is then composed of the private rooms.

Both the scale of the intervention and the village’s identity were present in the architect’s mind during the
overall creative and rehabilitation process. It was deliberately the intention to preserve the building’s his-
tory and to add contemporary elements to it. From the outside, the stone and concrete robustness from
the outside contrast with the white and wood comforting the lightly living interior.

Localizada numa aldeia do interior de Portugal a 900m de altitude, a Casa da Gafanha surge da neces-
sidade de reabilitar uma pré-existéncia habitada nos seus Ultimos anos por um dos herdeiros da familia.

A pedido dos clientes/amigos, a intervencéao procura preservar na totalidade a linguagem arquitectonica
do existente, em meméria do passado e da histéria da familia. Assim, mantem-se o granito tipico da re-
gido, assume-se o0 betdo aparente nos elementos novos e, os patios, um novo momento construido e
novos espacgos de vivéncia.



O volume existente, uma casa tradicional da regido composta por um abrigo de animais no piso inferior
e uma pequena habitagdo no piso superior, assim como a configuragao do terreno, foram as principais
diretrizes para a proposta.

O piso inferior, parcialmente enterrado na topografia do terreno, foi transformado num espago amplo de
zonas comuns com as fungdes visivelmente delimitadas e hierarquizadas. Os dois patios, (a nascente e
sul) séo estruturas independentes que recortam a topografia, permitindo assim a entrada de luz, e cri-
ando uma sensagéao de espago ampliado e maior luminosidade. O piso superior acolhe as areas privati-
vas.

A escala da intervencéo e a identidade do local estiveram sempre presentes desde o processo criativo
até ao processo construtivo. Foi intencional preservar a histéria do objecto construido assim como a in-
tervencgéo de caracter contemporaneo que se acrescentou ao edificio.

Se no exterior a robustez da pedra e do betdo esculpem e dao forma a construgéo, no interior é o branco
e a madeira que dao conforto e luminosidade a nova habitagéo.



