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01. New school entrance by night

SPECIFICATIONS

ARCHITECTS
MAIN CONTRACTOR

ENGINEERING

PROJECT NAME

PROGRAM

ADDRESS

CONTRACTING
REPRESENTATIVE

SURFACE AREA

SCHEDULE

COSsT

PHOTOGRAPHY

HELLIN-SEBBAG, Associated Architects (Paris- Montpellier)
10, rue Boileau - 75016 PARIS — + 33(0)1 42 24 90 90 - hellin.sebbag.p@wanadoo.fr
10, rue Emile Zola — 34000 MONTPELLIER — + 33(0)4 67 58 85 71 - hellin.sebbag.m@wanadoo.fr

BETEREM Ingénierie : Quantity surveyor and Consultants in all building trade techniques
MCG: construction site supervision

Albert Camus High School : extension and renovation

-consfruction of a building for Science and Lab Technology (STL) (biochemistry and bioclogy)
-renovation of school entrance

-compliance with handicap accessibility and fire safety standards

-creation of a cafeteria in elevation of an existing building (A)

-creation of a building for school supervisors as an extension of an existing building (B)
-renovation of various buildings (cafeteria, science facilities, etc.)

-51 avenue Georges Pompidou - NIMES (30)

LANGUEDOC ROUSSILLON REGION
Languedoc Roussillon Amenagement

New: 1,548 m2 net area
Renovations: 4,548 m2 net area
Improved safety and accessibility: 13,500 m2 net area

Competition : April 2007

Execution : STL new building in October 2011
Renovated buildings in March 2012
Improved safety in January 2013

Construction costs: €10.9M excl tax
New: €3.5M excl tax
Renovation and improved safety: €7.4M excl tax

Benoit WEHRLE and Alexis LAUTIER for interior lalbs
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BATIVENT B

It's back to school time for the students of Albert Camus high school in Nimes, and this September,
it has never looked better. Last spring, the French Architectural firm Hellin-Sebbag wrapped up
the last phase of an ambitious project that involved 1,548 m2 of new space, 4,548 m2 of renova-
fions and 13,500 m2 of improved safety and accessibility. The contractor had set two goals for
the competition: the construction of a new building dedicated to Science and Laboratory Tech-
nique (STL), and a renovated main entrance.

BACKGROUND

The school, built in the 1960s on a steep slope, consists of seven buildings, one of which is 170m
long and perpendicular to the slope. The complex, poorly integrated into the city, lacked a fa-
cade overlooking the boulevard Georges Pompidou. Moreover, a conference room, added
more recently in a recess off an adjacent building, made access to the entrance more difficult.
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Former entrance, avenue G.Pompidou

BEFORE

AFTER

RISING TO A DOUBLE CHALLENGE

Rather than construct the new building in the courtyard, as suggested in the original programme,
the architects provided a single solution to the double challenge of building a new STL laboratory
and renovating the enfrance: the laboratory, elevated on pillars, makes use of the “dead space”
at the entrance on two levels, and blends in with adjacent buildings. The facade, fully glazed, is
dotted with “flags” in red glass, which shine at night like the bright lights of a city streetscape.
This choice of location keeps the leafy courtyard — now with modern-style benches - intact, while
leaving access to the conference room unhindered.

02. Entrance facade, avenue G.Pompidou
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05. School yard seen from covered courtyard

AFTER

03. The porch becomes a covered courtyard

A LARGE, MULTI-FUNCTIONAL PORCH

The large underside of the laboratory creates a huge
porch, sheltering the new enfry way designed in a glass
curve, extending the conference hall, and most impor-
tantly, providing students with a new covered cour-
tyard, they never had before.

. Entry porch




07. Cafeteria terrace, 2nd floor
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06. The school yard
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08. Intersection of new STL building and Building A
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09. Overview of school yard
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THE COLOUR RED AS UNIFYING THREAD

The colour red, used in several materials throughout the building, becomes a unifying thread:
- bright glass “flags” attached to the curtain wall of the facade serve as a visual landmark in the city

- red coating for the pillars of the porch, marking the passage from street to ¢

ourtyard

- red metal grating for the suspended ceiling of the covered courtyard and cafeteria, and for the

courtyard stairs, to highlight these emblematic spaces
- Eternit cladding and red glass roofs for passageways and the new lift
- red linoleum flooring inside the corridors

...50 many bold signals that guide the way and breath new life into the place

11. A small, entirely glazed central building for school supervisors extends outw
floor courtyard

ard from the ground



12. Lift and passageways are freated in a
pictorial manner
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To make the site accessible to all despite
the steep slope, the architects created an
openly visible system of passageways and
lifts which, thanks to their colour and mate-
rial, mark out arhythm along the facade of
the monotonous 170m block which runs
along the whole of the site. 13. The site, view from above




14. View of inner walkway in new STL
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AN AFFORDABLE AND SUSTAINABLE RENOVATION

Once again, as with police headquarters in Paris's 17th district, renovated by the architectural firm in 2011, Hellin-Seb-
bag Associated Architects has proven that the standardised and regularised architecture of the 1960s lends particu-
larly well to a complete - and indeed affordable - transformation. It is not necessary to demolish everything; with a
few carefully chosen touches - faking away here and adding on there — standards are respected and an enfire image
fransformed.

While new additions only amount to 18% of the entire building site, Architects Brigitte Hellin, Hilda Sebbag and Benjamin
Pirany have turned the Albert Camus high school into a regional showcase of technological prowess.
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