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Christian de Portzamparc
Architect & Urban Planer

Christian de Portzamparc is a leading French architect and urban
planner, who was awarded the Pritzker Architecture Prize at the age of
50 as the first French winner. His imaginative architectural style is
known for its distinctive features such as bold designs, an artistic
approach and the creativity that comes from him also as a watercolor
painter. He is especially esteemed as a designer of concert halls and an
urban planner.

Very early on he developed an "urban laboratory" and carried out
urban experiments, a technique developed by the architect since the
1970s, based on competitions and studies. Built on his new vision of
the urban structure, which he called an "open block", Christian de
Portzamparc’s work is centred on research, the quality of living spaces
and the understanding of the city.

He studied architecture in Paris and New York, and became famous for
his creation of the rue des Hautes Formes dwellings in Paris (1979) and
the large scale project for Francois Mitterrand called the City of Music
(1995), which involved creating music halls of different sizes, a music
museum and many dwelling places.

His important works include Nexus /I (1991), a residential complex in
Fukuoka, LVMH Tower (1999), and two skyscrapers (2015) in New
York, the Philharmonie Luxembourg (2005), the City of Arts (2013), a
cultural complex in Rio de Janeiro, and the Paris La D é fense Arena
(2017), an indoor stadium in Nanterre, on the outskirts of Paris, as well
as in Casablanca for the larger theater in Africa (2019) and Opera
House in Shanghai (2019).

Currently he is engaged in large-scale projects in China for the Chinese
National Convention Center, scheduled to be completed in 2023, and
in France with the University Campus of La Sorbonne Nouvelle in Paris
and the Sisters Toursin La D é fense.

Chronology
1944 Born in Casablanca, Morocco

1969 Graduated from | Ecole des Beaux-Arts de Paris
1980 Established Atelier Christian de Portzampar,
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1987 Paris Opera Ballet School, Nanterre, France
Cafe Beaubourg, Paris
1989 French Commander of the Order of Arts and Letters
1990 The Great Prize of Architecture of the City of Paris
Mus é e Bourdelle, Paris
1991 Nexus Il, Fukuoka, Japan
1992 Médailled” Argent (French Academy of Architecture)
1994 Pritzker Architecture Prize
1995 City of Music, Paris
1998 Grand Prize of French Architecture
The member of AIA
1999 LVMH Tower, New York
2003 French Embassy, Berlin
2004 The Great Prize of Urbanism
2005 MIPIM Award
Philharmonie Luxembourg, Luxembourg
2009 Herg é Museum, Belgium
2010 The Massena Neighborhood in Paris is inhabited
2013 Cidade Das Artes, Rio de Janeiro
2014 One57 - New York, New York
2015 Flagship Dior, Seoul
2017 Paris La D é fense Arena, Nanterre, France
2018 Praemium Imperiale Prize, Japan Art Association
2019 CasArts, Great Theater of Casablanca, Morocco
ShangYin Opera House
2020 Suzhou Bay Grand Theater



