
 

ROCKWELL GROUP DESIGNS CASA DANI RESTAURANT FOR MICHELIN STARRED CHEF DANI GARCIA 

New restaurant forms part of the Citizens food market at Manhattan West 

 

 

Rockwell Group, the leading New York architecture and design studio, has unveiled the interiors of 

Casa Dani, a fine dining restaurant by Dani Garcia, one of Spain’s most well-known chefs. Located 

within a 17-story office building at Manhattan West — the ambitious new development between 

Hudson Yards and Penn Station— Casa Dani forms part of Citizens, a new dining and drinking complex 

also designed by Rockwell Group, which presents multiple bars and a fast-casual food hall offering an 

elevated culinary experience for local employees, tourists, and neighborhood visitors.  

 

Casa Dani is one of Citizens’ two feature, fine-dining restaurants and is a celebration of Dani García’s 

Spanish culinary home. The restaurant has been designed as a progressive journey that leads from a 

series of smaller, more intimate spaces into the restaurant’s showcase – a grand, double-height 

sunken dining room, where the proportions and feel are reflective of a traditional open-air Spanish 

central courtyard.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Guests enter Casa Dani next to Chef García’s quick service dining concept Pollo Verde, which 

specialises in rotisserie chicken. To the left, guests are greeted with a display of terracotta and glazed 

pots and the chef’s own Spanish olive oils. Beyond this sits a custom marble host stand by Eric Brand. 

From here guests are guided through a compressed space with an undulating ceiling and warm walnut 

parquet flooring that nods to what might be found in a Spanish villa.  

A 30-foot-long open kitchen framed by glass and brushed stainless steel box runs down the right-hand 

side of the entrance space and overlooks the double-height dining room beyond. In the kitchen, the 

cookline has been placed directly to face the guests to highlight the theatre of cooking.  

Guests descend a staircase, with leather-wrapped rails, from the bar/lounge area into the main dining 

room. Custom lace drapery screens divide the main dining room into a series of alcoves for guests, 

with intimate booths, larger family-style round tables and dining tables for two. The Mediterranean 

palette features light wood, warm clay plaster, tiles, and marble, while Mori pendant lights from RBW 

emit a lantern-like ambience throughout. 

 



 

 

The dining room is clad in richly textured tile and features a dynamic undulating ceiling and rustic 

terracotta tile floor that, along with lush planting, creates a sense of dining in an outdoor terrace. An 

open, bespoke, handmade emerald green tile-clad fireplace has been designed with a gently 

undulating form that mimics the curves in the restaurant ceiling. Wherever possible, furniture, 

materials and products used within Casa Dani were sourced from Spain or local New York 

manufacturers. 

 



 

 

The sights and smells of Casa Dani’s innovative cooking techniques and dishes permeate from the 

kitchen to the adjacent bar and lounge area. The L-shaped bar has a green sculpted marble counter, 

a green fluted ceramic tile bar die, and custom ivory leather stools with a bronze base. The faceted 

mirror back bar reflects activity in the kitchen to guests throughout the bar/lounge space. A woven 

rope art piece next to the bar is inspired by the fishing villages of the Andalusian region where Chef 

García is from. In the lounge, custom solid marble tables and custom banquettes and counter-height 

seating provide a variety of seating options for guests, while potted olive trees reference the region’s 

prized exports.  
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About Rockwell Group 

Based in New York with satellite offices in Madrid and Los Angeles, Rockwell Group is an 

interdisciplinary architecture and design firm that emphasizes innovation and thought leadership in 

every project.  Founded by David Rockwell, FAIA, and led by David and partners Shawn Sullivan and 

Greg Keffer, the firm merges theatre, performance, and architecture to create extraordinary 

experiences and built environments across the globe.  

 



 

Projects include the Hopkins Student Centre for Johns Hopkins University (Baltimore); Union Square 

Cafe and Daily Provisions (New York); Amtrak and LIRR’s Waiting Room at Moynihan Train Hall (New 

York); Nobu restaurants and hotels worldwide; exhibition design for the National Centre for Civil and 

Human Rights (Atlanta); Equinox Hotel (New York); Moxy hotels (Times Square, Chelsea, East Village 

and South Beach); W Hotels worldwide; the restoration of the Hayes Theatre (New York); The Shed 

(Diller Scofidio + Renfro, Lead Architect and Rockwell Group, Collaborating Architect); TED Theatre 

(Vancouver); the pro bono DineOut NYC initiative; product design for Paola Lenti; and set designs for 

more than 60 productions, both on and off-Broadway, including Kiss Me Kate, She Loves Me, Kinky 

Boots, and Hairspray. David Rockwell’s newest book, DRAMA, developed in collaboration with 

designer Bruce Mau was published by Phaidon in mid 2021. Honours and recognition include a Tony 

Award for Best Scenic Design for She Loves Me; the AIANY President’s Award; the National Design 

Award from the Cooper-Hewitt National Design Museum for outstanding achievement in Interior 

Design; the Pratt Legends Award; and the Presidential Design Award and an Emmy for the design of 

the 2021 Oscars set. 

 

www.rockwellgroup.com  
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