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/  r e ad ing  room :  l i b r a r y 
by  l ’ ab r i  and  ka s t e l l a , 
n t r ad i t i on  l amp,  ema 
ce r amic s,  d ine sen  daybed

/  l iv ing  room :  pou f  by 
c l a r a  j o r i s ch ,  v ipp  l amp, 
i n t e r nom w indows

/  cen t r a l  space  :  d ine sen 
f l oo r s,  l ime p l a s t e r  wa l l s ,
mas s ive  t imber  s t r uc tu r e
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/  d in ing  room :  v ipp  l amp, 
t ab l e  and  cha i r s ,  i n t e r nor m 
w indows,  d ine sen  f l oo r s, 
l ime p l a s t e r  wa l l s

/  home  o f f i c e  :  v ipp  cha i r  and  l amp,  d ine sen 
t ab l e  and  f l oo r s,  b i s son  b r unee l  l i n en  cu r t a in s
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/ l iv ing  room :  l i gne  ro se t  f au t eu i l s ,  ma rk  k r ebs  r ug , 
b i s son  b r unee l  cu r t a in ,  i n t e r nor m w indow

a  pass ive -house  r e t r o f i t  r oo ted  in  the  l and

i t  i s  on  a  sma l l  road  l e ad ing  to  ve r mont  tha t 
s t ands  ma i son  me lba ,  a  p l a ce  o f  l i f e ,  c r e a t i on , 
and  exchang e ,  de s i gned  in  ha r mony  w i th  the 
l andscape  and  r u s t i c  he r i t a g e  o f  the  v i l l a g e  o f  
f r e l i gh sburg  i n  the  e a s t e r n  townsh ip s.

anchored  in  p r e s e r va t ion  and  su s t a inab i l i t y, 
t h i s  un ique  a r ch i t e c tu r a l  p ro j e c t  t e l l s  a 
s to r y :  t ha t  o f  the  s ens i t ive  and  su s t a inab l e 
r enova t ion  o f  a  r u r a l  bu i l d ing  ne s t l ed  i n  the 
hea r t  o f  the  meadows  and  o rcha rds  emb lema t i c 
o f  th i s  a g r i cu l tu r a l  r eg ion  o f  sou the r n 
quebec.  embody ing  the  va lue s  o f  sha r ing  and 
hosp i t a l i t y  o f  i t s  new  owner ,  t he  fo r mer  1970s 
au tomob i l e  g a r ag e  ha s  been  t r ans fo r med  in to 
a  l iv ing  space  open  to  the  commun i t y  and  the 
deve lopment  o f  co l l abora t ive  p ro j e c t s.

i n sp i r ed  by  the  f e r t i l e  e cosy s t em o f  
f r e l i gh sburg ,  ma i son  me lba  now house s  a 
r e s i dence ,  a  work  s tud io,  a  workshop  and 
a  cu l i na r y  p roduc t ion  and  mee t ing  space . 
ou t s i de ,  the  sma l l  p lo t  o f  l and  a l so  i nc lude s  a 
g r eenhouse  and  a  g a rden  ded i c a t ed  to  sma l l -
s c a l e  veg e t ab l e  p roduc t ion .  the  ma jo r i t y 
o f  food  p roduc t ion  w i l l  be  consumed  o r 
p roce s s ed  on - s i t e .

the  t ime l e s s  a r ch i t e c tu r e  o f  ma i son  me lba 
r e f l e c t s  th i s  v i s i on  and  the se  va lue s.  t he 
p ro j e c t ’s  de s i gn  i s  ba sed  on  the  s ens i t iv i t y  to 
de t a i l s  and  the  pa s s ive -house  expe r t i s e  o f  the 
a r ch i t e c t s  i n  o rde r  to  de l ive r  a  p ro j e c t  whe re 
beau t y  rhymes  w i th  pe r fo r mance .
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/ re s iden t i a l  k i t chen  :  modu l a r  v ipp  k i t chen ,  v ipp  l amps,  a t e l i e r  va s t e  s too l s
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/  ba th room :  m i r ro r  by  c l a r a  j o r i s ch ,  f l o s  l amps,  l au f en  s ink ,
van i t y  by  ka s t e l l a ,  l au f en  ba th ,  smoked  g l a s s  w indow,  ve lux  sk y l i gh t
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/  ma i son  me lba  :  d a rk  b rown 
s t e e l  roo f ,  kebony  wood 
s id ing ,  i n t e r nor m w indows
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/  de t a i l s
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/  i nne r  a l l e y  : 
l o ca l  na tu r a l  s tone  g round , 

wh i t e  oak  i n t e r nor m w indows, 
f l o s  l amp,  b i s son  b r unee l 

l i n en  cu r t a in ,  d ine sen  f l oo r
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/  workshop  and 
p roce s s ing  k i t chen  : 
v ipp  modu l a r  k i t chen 
and  c ab ine t s ,  v ipp 
and  muuto  l amps, 
v ipp  cha i r s ,  a t e l i e r 
va s t e  s too l s  and  t ab l e , 
a r g e l i t h  t i l e  f l oo r
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/  s tud io  o f f i c e  :  v ipp  t ab l e , 
cha i r s  and  l amp,  d ine sen  f l oo r s
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/  cus tom made  d ine sen  s t a i r c a s e
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/  bed room :   s an t a  and  co l e  l amp

/  mezzan ine  :  v ipp  l amp,  d ine sen 
cus tom bench ,  b i s son  b r unee l  cu r t a in
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/  s tûv  f i r e p l a ce
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/  l iv ing  room :  montauk  so f a , 
ma rk  k r ebs  r ug ,  f r ama  t ab l e , 
v ipp  l amp

/  r e ad ing  room :  d ine sen 
daybed ,  b i son  b r unee l  cu r t a in s, 
l i b r a r y  by  l ’ ab r i  and  ka s t e l l a
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a te l i e r  l ’ abr i

“a t e l i e r  l ’ ab r i  i s  an  a r ch i t e c tu r e  and  cons t r uc t ion  f i r m  ba sed  in 

mont r ea l .  t he  awa rd -w inn ing  workshop  spec i a l i z e s  i n  e co log i c a l , 

hea l thy,  and  su s t a inab l e  cons t r uc t ion .  i t  advoca t e s  fo r  i nnova t ive 

a r ch i t e c tu r e  so lu t i ons,  pu t t i ng  fo rwa rd  we l l ne s s  and  the  human 

and  soc i a l  cha r ac t e r  o f  ou r  env i ronment s.  t h rough  i t s  de s i gn -bu i l d 

approach ,  l ’ ab r i  de l ive r s  t u r n -key  p ro j e c t s  comb in ing  qua l i t y  and 

pe r fo r mance .  l ’ ab r i ’s  de s i gns  a r e  r e so lu t e l y  con tempora r y,  un ique , 

and  a t  the  human  s ca l e .”

277  r ue  s a in t - zo t i que  oues t

mont r éa l ,  québec

h2v  1a4

514 .293 .0123

in fo@labr i . c a
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