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A family
resemblance
Sector E of the Athletes’ Village is first and foremost a family 
resemblance. As coordinator architect of the sector, CoBe has 
pre-written the main guidelines that govern the design of the 
various buildings while leaving some leeway to the individual 
designers. 

As such, the visuals of the CoBe project produced for the 
competition have served from the outset as reference images 
to represent the entire project in the sector. In order to ensure its 
total coherence, the family resemblance has been extended into 
the skeleton of the buildings, by means of a common construction 
method, based on a system of post-and-beams combining wood 
and low-carbon concrete.

Programmed reversibility, exemplary carbon footprint, massive 
use of wood, universal accessibility, harmonization of colors 
between buildings, etc. The common construction system of 
the buildings becomes the glue of all these ingredients, allowing 
each architect to cook the recipe in his own way.

The «Belvédères» - Sector E
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Sector E - Competition
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A new
district

• «The Villas» which complete the domestic suburban fabric of Old Saint-
Ouen, composed of low-rise buildings, dominated by the presence of wood 
and lime plaster.

• «The Belvederes», opening onto the new central street, marking the entrance 
to a metropolitan area, composed of the tallest buildings of the operation, 
and marked by metal and terracotta dominances, that are strong historical 
markers and witnesses of past activities of the place.

Distribution of Sector E lots

The Belvédères

The Villas

E2B3
CDC Habitat
Wooden structure
Smooth and vertical die-cast plaster

E2B2
Groupama

Coliving building
Terracotta

E2B1
CDC Habitat

Ribbed metal cladding

Embodying the most domestic part of the Athletes’ Village, Lot E 
is in line with the existing domestic districts of the city of Saint-
Ouen. It draws its inspiration from the urban context to insert 
itself coherently into it and to enhance it. To ensure a smooth 
transition, it is divided into two parts:
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Facade of the E2B2 coliving building, with shared 
spaces on the 2nd floor, terracotta cladding

Focus on E2B3 timber structure building on a 
common precast concrete base The project amplifies this figurehead through a homogeneous language of the 

three buildings (materials, rhythm, hue). A height game has been set up to 
respond to varied urban situations, placing the highest volume at the intersection 
of the Finot street and the square and marking the entrance to the district.

A common plinth, consisting of structural piers of mass-stained fluted die-cast 
precast concrete and sandblasted precast concrete lintels, unites the three 
buildings of lot E2B.

The entrance to the home, from the public space to the intimate space, is 
punctuated by quality common areas, maintaining a continuous relationship 
with the outside: a large hall leading through to the heart of the block, a large 
and naturally lit corridor on the first floor.

A direct relationship is established between the dwellings and the outdoor spaces 
from the entrance, thanks in particular to diagonal views of the large windows 
of the living rooms and the long balconies.

The appearance of the facades is enriched by an interplay of the railings that 
oscillates between 45° and -45° from one floor out of two, creating a visual 
quincunx that is recognizable in the distance. Added to this is the presence of 
metal profiles running along all the facades and which can be transformed into 
pergolas on the roof. The presence of these pergolas on all buildings makes it 
possible to harmonize all the roofs.

The three buildings designed by CoBe are located on the eastern 
edge of the Belvederes, at the crossroads of three major public 
spaces: the Finot street, the Ampère Square and the Coteaux 
Alley. This situation puts the E2B block in a central position.

Lot E2B :
a homogeneous 
language

From left to right: E2B2 and E2B1
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CoBe 2024Saint-Ouen-sur-Seine Athletes Village - Lot E2B From left to right : E2B3, E2B2, E2B1
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Heritage Phase
E2B3 building (wood structure)

3rd floor plan

Games phase - temporary layout in red
E2B3 building (wood structure)

E2B1 E2B2

E2B3

Each accommodation has been designed to be able to adapt to the changing 
uses of this emblematic district. Everything has been done to ensure that the 
transition is carried out with as little demolition as possible in the individual 
housing for the athletes during the «Games phase», which will be transformed 
into family housing following the event during the so-called «Heritage» phase.

This transformation is made possible by a post-and-beam structure that 
allows for freedom of space planning, as well as ephemeral elements such as 
prefabricated bathrooms that can be moved and replaced during the Heritage 
phase.

From the beginning of the project’s design, it was proposed to develop a unique 
specific program based on coliving. In the E2B2 building, all the typologies 
of these shared housing units extend from three-room to seven-room, with 
duplexes arranged on the top levels, and benefiting from common terraces on 
the roof and shared spaces with terraces on the second floor, all landscaped and 
vegetated.

As an exception, the E2B2 building is the only building on the block to be delivered 
in its final state, thus acting as a symbol of a transitional architecture since it 
does not require modifications between its different phases of life; its housing 
typologies are applicable to each of the building’s life phases, and the services 
offered to future inhabitants are identical to those offered to athletes (laundry, 
gym, office, shared spaces, etc.)

Reversibility,
durability
The ephemeral and transitory dimension of this large-scale 
project required a major design principle affecting both spaces 
and uses, as well as the structure of the buildings: reversibility.



E2B1 From left to right: E2B2 et E2B1
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POTEAU STRUCTUREL MÉTALLIQUE
Remplissage béton, section carrée 150x150mm

Teinte sable

ENDUIT A LA CHAUX TALOCHÉ FIN
Complexe de façades ETICS

Teinte sable

RÉSINE DE PROPRETÉ SUR DALLE BÉTON

PROFILÉ MÉTALLIQUE VERTICAL
Section rectangle 120x50mm

Teinte sable
Non structurel

PEINTURE EN SOUS-FACE DE DALLE
Teinte sable

MENUISERIES BOIS
Bois mélèze

BÉTON PRÉFABRIQUÉ SABLÉ
Teinte sable

GARDE-CORPS MÉTALLIQUE BARREAUDÉ
Fixé à l'anglaise, nez de dalle métallique

Inclinaison 45°
Teinte sable

GARDE-CORPS MÉTALLIQUE BARREAUDÉ
Fixé à la Française

Teinte sable

DALLE BÉTON SUR BAC ACIER
Profilé U structurel floqué

DESCENTE EP
Aluminium thermolaqué

Section carrée 80*80mm
Teinte sable

PROFILÉ DE RIVE METALLIQUE
Forme U

Teinte sable

FAUX PLAFOND
type Pregywab

HABILLAGE TABLEAUX-VOUSSURES
Aluminium, Teinte sable

dans la gamme RAL standard du fabricant

HABILLAGE TABLEAUX-VOUSSURES
Aluminium, Teinte sable

dans la gamme RAL standard du fabricant

CAPOTAGE DEMONTABLE VISITABLE
Aluminium prélaqué, teinte sable

ANTI REJAILLISSEMENT
Métal ou béton, associé à une garde d'eau

TROP PLEIN
Un trop plein d'alerte par balcon

RENFORT D'ETANCHEÏTE ET ETANCHEÏTE

Focus on wooden structure building’s facade Detail of the façade of the building in wooden structure

E2B3

E2B2

North-South section on E2B3 (wooden structure) and E2B2 (coliving building with shared spaces on 2nd floor)

Technical elements such as downspouts have been carefully positioned behind 
the various structural elements and cladding, and their colors have been 
rigorously selected according to the color of the buildings in order to guarantee 
a perfect harmony of materials.

Even though the three buildings on the block are adorned with different families 
of materials, they feature the same sandblasted shades so that each building is 
visually differentiated by its materiality: ribbed metal cladding for E2B1 ensuring 
the transition between lots E1 and E2, ribbed terracotta shingles for E2B2 ensuring 
the transition with lot E3,  wood structure and stamped plaster for E2B3 in the 
same way as all the buildings in sector E rising to five floors (the Villas).

While ensuring a high fidelity to the initial design, the facades 
of the buildings were refined during the design. In order to 
harmonize the 3 buildings of the lot, an exoskeleton composed 
of vertical metal profiles runs over all the floors, highlighting the 
verticality of the buildings and providing additional support to the 
private balconies of building B3. On the top level, these profiles 
are transformed into pergolas protecting the roof terraces and 
supporting the photovoltaic panels placed at the top of each of 
the buildings.

Materials
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Terrace and shared spaces on 2nd floor - E2B2 building (coliving)

From left to right: E2B2 and E2B1
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All of the buildings were made using low-carbon concrete and prefabricated 
elements such as the base walls and stairs. The entire roof is also equipped with 
photovoltaic panels connected to a storage battery to cover a significant part 
of the buildings’ electricity needs.

Concerning the E2B3 building, a mixed construction system was adopted, 
consisting of a low-carbon concrete base and core housing the building’s stairs, 
and a wooden post-and-beam frame making up all the floors. The façade of the 
building is made of wood-frame walls insulated with wood wool and covered 
with a sandblasted plaster.

Innovation,
sustainability
A true basic design principle put in place from the first sketches, 
the environmental quality of the final project is omnipresent at 
all scales. The entire operation has proudly displayed the “E+C- 
E3C2” sustainability level since the beginning of the operation, 
as well as “BBCA Excellent”, “NF Habitat” and “Biodivercity” 
labels for the E2B lot.

Garden in the heart of the block - From left to right: E2B1 and E2B2
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Technical data

Client: Nexity, Eiffage, CDC Habitat, Groupama, EDF

Coordinators: CoBe (architectural coordinator), 
KOZ (technical coordinator), Atelier Georges (landscape 
architect)*

Architectes : CoBe, KOZ, Lambert-Lenack, Soa, Dream, 
Barrault-Pressacco, Atelier Georges

Cotraitants : Setec, Socotec, Arp Astrance, Aida, RRA, 
Accessmétrie, Topager, Nadine Schutz, Cera, Elément 
Terre, Geolia, GV ingénierie

8 880 sqm

Architectural coordination of Sector E
Architectural design of lots E2B (E2B1, E2B2, E2B3)

E+C- level E3C2
BBCA niveau Excellence
NF Habitat
Biodivercity

March 2024

Design team 
(Sector E) :

Program E2B :

Surface E2B:

CoBe’s missions:

Sustainability:

Completion:

Games phase: 23 simple rooms and 145 double rooms
Heritage Phase: 98 housing units, 6 shared spaces and 
7 shops, spread over three buildings including 1 coliving 
building
E2B1: 45 housing units from 1-room to 4-room
E2B2 (coliving): 33 housing units from 2-room to 6-room 
and 288 sqm of shared spaces
E2B3: 20 housing units from 2-room to 3-room

E2B2
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The agency

Created in 2002 by architects and urban planners Alexandre Jonvel, Raphael 
Denis, and Martin Lemerre, CoBe has expanded with a landscape design partner, 
Luc Moneger in 2011, and a construction managing partner, Fabrice Taillandier in 
2017. Since 2021 CoBe is expanding its field of action even further by celebrating 
the opening of its design division.

CoBe creates links: designing the city is about freeing up space, optimizing its 
use, recycling, and reusing. We aim to insert this vision in each project, from the 
first ideas and sketches. Our vision thinks the link, envisions the landscape in the 
landscape, the city in the city.

Designing and thinking spaces means to observe and understand the dynamics in order 
to erase the splits. It is about the vitality, the sustainability of the links between territories 
and between users. 

In Paris, Oporto, Bordeaux, Quimperlé, Lisbon, Marseille, CoBe works with many territories 
that surround these cities, all of which claim a history, a singular culture, a landscape 
tone, a practice of architecture and construction, a way of life of its inhabitants.  

CoBe is perpetually being enhanced by the context of its projects, sharing its experiences 
to enrich its practice. The agency constantly builds its working methodology with 
its partners, its sponsors, from the perspective of responsibility, listening, and co-
construction.
 
This is the sense of commitment of the 115 employees who make up CoBe’s multidisciplinary 
teams. Balancing, creating, protecting, enhancing, projecting links, by creating spaces 
of the common, more logical, more creative, fairer.

CoBe combines architecture, urban planning, landscape 
architecture, construction management and design, integrates 
in the creations, draws the ability to correct ruptures, to create 
new links, to look to the future through its cross skills with 
benevolence and confidence.
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