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The developed tool was useful in terms of hav-

ing an overview at a macro and a micro scale 

of a current city’s state, in my case Bradford. 

Unfortunately, upon visiting Bradford myself 

I discovered a dominance of the car over the 

individual and a highly concentrated Central 

area where people would ‘’pass through rather

than stay’’. Therefore I decided to develop an 

interstice that would work throughout the city, 

through various scale, orientation, permuta-

tion and performance in order to ‘’rise’’ Brad-

ford’s overall value, making it more attractive 

for stakeholders and at the same time cherish-

able for its community.How to improve value?

BRADFORD METHODOLOGY

‘‘... the spirit of a place accounts for the magic of a region and without it, an acute 

sense of place dissipates into a vague and lazy feeling of nowhere . . . ” 

Thomas Moore, The Re-Enchantment of Everyday Life 
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WHY?
[Re] framing Bradford

HOW?
[Re] assemble

WHAT?
[Re] evaluate through mass customization

The map suggests sites of potential value to 

enhance the overall value index of that specific 
100m x 100m area of the grid. The idea is to 

create a structure that would unfold/reveal it-

self in various locations throughout Bradford, 

through scale, material and functions that 

would re-call the ‘’genius loci’’ of the chosen 

area.

The initial triangular shape was envisioned as 

a self-assembly module that would imply so-

cial impact rather than physical. 

The equilateral 450mm x 450mm x 450mm tri-

angle is also used as a symbol to direct  peo-

ple towards a community hub rather than a 

piece of furniture or physical object. It is pre-

cisely the aim of this folding architecture to 

bring the community together, to strengthen 

the relationship person-person and person-

environment. Finally the triangle is a symbol of 

balance- making Bradford an overall valuable 

place, rather than being concentrated simply 

in the city centre.

Heritage - highest values

Proximity - highest values

Land prices - highest values

Personal value - highest values

Unfolding architecture Why, How, What

INTERSTICE
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Under the proposed scheme I have cho-

sen to show in detail the option where 

the module would unfold into a 3 dimen-

sional bench. In terms of the actual as-

sembly process the module comprises of 

3 triangular elements (450mm x450mm 

x450mm) positioned spatially (in posi-

tions around 120 degrees) so they form a 

larger triangular module in between them 

that folds out into the bench canopy. Each 

of these 3 elements unfolds in a bench 

structure. The folding mechanism would 

be triggered through a button located in 

the static part of the structure that people 

would be able to push upon approaching 

the bench.

There is potential for different variations 
of the bench based on the parts revolv-

ing around the central triangular element, 

which would bring to different lengths of 
the bench.
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IN BRADFORD’S SPIRIT

Walking around Bradford reveils a ne sense to 

the city. The chosen applications are based on 

the necessity of that specific place to increase 
its value – therefore places of already  high 

overall value would feature the self-assembly 

module present itself in small scale signs, 

ground level markings etc, whereas areas of 

low overall value would feature structure that 

would increase specific index values, as for in

stance in the case of Thornton road the intro-

duction of a bus stop would raise connectivity 

to the centre and attract more people to use 

the bus stop and explore further areas of the 

City. The image of the bench recalls Bradford’s 

‘‘genius loci’’ an is meant to inspire people to 

work towards a community hub that would 

raise awareness of the city’s true value.

https://vimeo.com/53456748


