The Force Awakens
Adlai Nortye's Innovation Center for Immuno-oncology Interior Design
▼Video © CreatAR Images
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TOPOS DESIGN was commissioned by Adlai Nortye to design their new headquarter, and they have requested that they design should be unique and different from traditional biopharmaceutical company headquarters. Due to the coronavirus pandemic, we discussed some conceptual ideas with clients, and the idea of ‘the Force’ emerged from one of those meetings. The force, the spiritual core of Star Wars, is the blending of eastern and western wisdoms. The new headquarter is going to be the Jedi Temple, awakening the force of Adlai Nortye.

⊙Balance of the Force
The Tao gives birth to One. One gives birth to Two. 

Two gives birth to Three. Three gives birth to all things. 

Lao Tzu，Tao Te Ching

Twin Buildings

▼Future Sci-Tech City, Hangzhou
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Initially, we discussed with client about the location of the new headquarter. After reviewing and filtering of several areas, we chose Loft Power Zone which situated at Future Sci-Tech City, and the area is booming in recent years.

Adlai Nortye Headquarter has two major functions with both of administration and scientific research, each has its own individual building sitting next to each other. Like most newly-developed industrial areas in China, most of the buildings look alike the same and has no unique style and identity. It will be our opportunity and challenge to break such plain trend in these areas.

As we are not allowed to use the facade renovation here, we simply put a lighting logo between the two identical buildings, subtly transformed the outdoor landscape platform into a visualized iconic landmark.

▼logo as landscape
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Double Helix

Inspired by the DNA’s double helix structure we redesigned the two buildings so that so that they are relatively independent and yet complementary to each other. We strengthened spatial sense of science and technology in the administrative building; on the other hand, interactive offices were placed in the research building. This layout of functional distribution represents a balance of Taoist wisdom.

▼diagram of twin buildings © TOPOS DESIGN
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The buildings overall have three lobbies, and they are formed in the topology of the space station. Continuous anodized aluminum panels covered from the main wall to the whole ceiling, in the shape of the capsule of the space station, which brought a spatial experience of science-fiction movies. We set up separate entrances for administrative office staff, scientist and visiting guests. The similar geometric shape with same finishing provided not only uniform spatial experience, but also subconscious manifesto of corporate culture.

▼the south lobby of the building 6 
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▼the south lobby of the building 8
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▼the south lobby of the building 8
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We quoted distinctive terminology from Star Wars ran through all of spatial narrative story lines. Every floor was named after eight planets series form Star Wars, forming a memorial signage system; straightforward letter symbol in the staircase became the culture code of double helix.

▼sectional view of the building 6 ©TOPOS DESIGN
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▼sectional view of the building 8 ©TOPOS DESIGN
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⊙/Less or More
The simplest way to achieve simplicity is through thoughtful reduction.
John Maeda，The Laws of Simplicity
Jedi Temple
It is the Jedi Temple，an ultimate space with full of symbols and metaphors.

The design of the 2nd, 3rd and 4th floor in the building 6 have efficiently met the demand from the entire administrative departments. Therefore, the first floor was available to become an open co-living space of Adlai Nortye. The eastern part with 27 meters long and 8 meters wide was the most appropriate option to create the Jedi Temple.

▼ Jedi Temple , without furniture 
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▼ Jedi Temple , with furniture 
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▼ Jedi Temple
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A series of customized furniture provided multiple functions for the greeting guests, reception, meeting and presentation. Except the bar counter on the side windows, most of the furniture are movable and can be adjusted for different purposes. The unique reception table and several rounded benches, together with a family of blobby water-drop shapes forms a welcoming and at ease atmosphere. Finally two large screens subtly embedded in the long silver wall for daily displaying and lecturing. 

▼ Jedi Temple, welcome zone
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▼Jedi Temple, lecture zone
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▼the entrance of Jedi Temple 
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The round-corner of the wooden-veneer wall creates a warm atmosphere, and parallel built-in light belts, in the trajectory of planetary orbit, guide into relatively private rooms: open and transparent meeting area, open full-functional pantry, a Zen-like tearoom behind the hidden door, VIP guest room along with a warm fireplace. The huge black installation at the entrance and accordingly, the white round light film on the ceiling, both of them represent black and white dualism of the force，promoting the spiritual core of their corporate culture.

▼the rounded corner of the corridor 
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▼ meeting rooms on the 1st floor of the building 6 
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▼ the secret doors covered by wooden veneer
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▼ the secret rooms
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Secret Weapon

Is it simple? Not really.
Anodized aluminum panels and gold terrazzo are the most appropriate choice for us. Compared with various other properties of metal materials, anodized processes gives the material more real and delicate quality, and have a good resistance to dirt and corrosion. We insist the integrated design of all surfaces to be covered with aluminum panels. On the ceiling, illuminating system, firefighting system and gas meter and intellectualized system were hidden in the prefabricated integrated equipment boxes. In closed seams of aluminum processing, and strict demands of seams wide of 3 millimeter, make the full round facade, even some of aluminum panels are fire exit doors or the door of equipment room. Joint plan of floor material needs to match with walls and seams of aluminum panels, so basal color, rock density and polish progress of gold terrazzo become a tough challenge to suppliers, construction and design teams.
▼the sectional details of anodized aluminum panels © TOPOS DESIGN
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▼pre-cast anodized aluminum panels 
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From “less is more” (Mies Van Der Rohe), to “less is a bore” (Venturi) , then to “yes is more”(BIG), architects debate of the issue of “less or more” from multiple perspectives. Learning from them，we tend to do reduction, neither excessive design nor asceticism.
Ideal Community

We did our best to create an open and free community which could stimulate the imagination of scientists.

Different design approach was used in the building 6 and 8, which needs more energy and vitality in order to balance the cold atmosphere that was surrounded by various scientific equipment. On the first floor, we broke up traditional layout of working seats to activate the use vitality of the space. In the open space, different sizes of meeting rooms, open tea bar and shared rest area equipped with a sofa group are scattered around here, to satisfy the frequent and random seminars for scientists.

▼open office area on the 1st floor of the building 8  
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▼open office area on the 1st floor of the building 8  
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▼open office area on the 1st floor of the building 8  
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▼open office area on the 1st floor of the building 8  
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The second to fourth floors are mainly used by the research center. We designed a bright visiting corridor on the floors between the laboratory rooms with glass walls and also with aluminum finishing. At the entry of the corridor, we convinced the client to leave a roughly 80-square-meter co-working space. There is a big mild LED light film on the ceiling which creates a relaxed atmosphere. There are curved sofa sets, spun chairs, blue whale dolls, colourful wine-glass chairs, standing wooden tables, even a boxing column. We placed various sets of furniture on different floor to stimulate the inspirations.                     
▼co-working area in labs
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▼co-working area in labs in each floor
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We hope everyone here felt at home, enjoy the freedom as if it were a utopia community. In both of the horizontal and vertical dimensions, we create a work space to help people to keep and idea flows and in so to gain some new understanding of life.
▼the corridor of the labs
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▼the corridor of the labs
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▼ labs of the building 8
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▼ labs of the building 8 
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⊙magination and Execution
Every great advance in science has issued from a new audacity of imagination.

John Dewey

Like science, design needs both of imagination and execution.

Design cannot fight alone, but need collective intellectuals and skills in the future. In this project, we cooperated with various talented teams: visual design team take charge of space sign system, equipment supplier proficient in precise instruments, office furniture supplier develops and make furniture; special material supplier is pursuit of excellence and demanding perfection for crafts. And core project design team controls the overall project.

Yes or no, we always make decisions.

▼material samples © TOPOS DESIGN
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In the phase of conceptual design, we suggest clients to invite visual design team participate in. Thanks to their deep understanding of the interior design, the icons present the elements of biotechnology in a neat abstraction with selective colors, as well as the visual signage system enhanced the organization of the interior space, bring the higher quality of visual identities together. 

▼animation of visual design © SHUN Design
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There are too many pipelines of equipment and the much crossover work among HVAC, Mechatronics Engineering and equipment in the lab, so we put BIM design thought into layout of pipe at the stage of construction drawing design, to increase the story height, reduce progress rework rate and shorten greatly the construction period.

We asked special material suppliers to refine materials to reach its best effect, under the certain constrains, such as budget and time. High standards of workmanship and materials bring anodized aluminum panels and gold terrazzo delicate texture.

There is only one real world, but imagination is endless.

⊙Return of the Jedi
May the Force be with you

Star Wars

In the end of the golden era of urbanization in china, the younger architects or designers will face a more restrained, fragmentary and delicate urban renewal phase. At the same time, the clients will have a broader global perspective and higher standards. It is both an opportunity and challenge. 2020 is a big year of TOPOS DESIGN. How to involve in the urban fabric and become part of the urban city’s collective memory will be our new five-year plan.

New headquarter of Adlai Nortye represents the possibility of the future office and a fresh blending of eastern and western wisdom. Adlai Nortye represents positive side of the force, to fight against the cancer. As if facing global pandemic outbreak in 2020, we believe the return of Jedi.

May the Force be with you!

▼site plan © TOPOS DESIGN
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PORJECT INFORMATION
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WHO IS TOPOS DESIGN
TOPOS DESIGN was established in 2015 with the renewal in the first year.
Our first practical project was a public art installation named "Underground Magic Forest" at Hanzhong Road Subway Station. Despite our founding team almost consisted of architects, the cross-border cooperation with ToMASTER Art Platform opened up the boundaries of our design. In the first five years of practice, we no longer confined ourselves to the scale or type of design. Instead, we began to care more about the concreteness of life, not the fiction of concepts. We were no longer obsessed with excessive design, but try to participate in the transformation of urban space with more elegant and appropriate design.
In this free and equal era, any different groups are entitled to have their own lifestyle. Moreover, this is also an era of commercial art and art commercialization. We must actively participate in the metabolism and accept new species of urban space. There are opportunities and challenges between skyscrapers and villages for young architects. How to gracefully intervene in the urban fabric and become one of the city collective memories will be the next topic that we will spend another five years to study and practice.
We believe that there is only one reality world, and design can provide endless imagination.
