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D e s c r i p t i o n
Loca ted  in  the  sou the rn  quadran t  o f  Mex ico 
C i t y,  the  Na t iona l  F i lm Arch ive  and  F i lm 
Ins t i tu te  o f  Mex ico  i s  home to  the  mos t 
impor tan t  f i lm her i t age  o f  La t in  Amer ica .  I t s 
campus  occup ied  an  underu t i l i zed  s i t e  o f 
cons ide rab le  d imens ions  w i th in  the  s t rang led 
town o f  Xoco .  Th is  h is to r i c  town,  once 
sur rounded  by  agr icu l tu ra l  l and ,  now s i t s  deep 
w i th in  the  u rban  sprawl  and  f aces  ex t inc t ion 
due  to  economic  and  po l i t i ca l  p ressures  f rom 
deve lopers  and  munic ipa l  au thor i t i es  wh ich 
cove t  i t s  p r i v i l eged  loca t ion . 

The  ex is t ing  complex  da ted  f rom 1982 ,  when 
a  f i r e  des t royed  pa r t  o f  the  campus  and  mos t 
o f  i t s  a rch ive ,  and  was  a  “ t empora r y”  f ac i l i t y 
neve r  we l l  su i t ed  fo r  i t s  purpose .  Add i t iona l l y, 
thousands  o f  peop le  c ross  the  g rounds  da i l y  as 
they  wa lked  to  and  f rom one  o f  the  c i t y ’s  nea rby 
me t ro  s ta t ion ,  Es tac ión  Met ro  Coyoacan . 

Fac ing  to ta l  r enewa l ,  C ine teca ’s  o r ig ina l  p ro jec t 
b r i e f  inc luded  the  expans ion  and  renova t ion  o f 
the  ex is t ing  complex  incorpora t ing  add i t iona l 
vau l t  space  and  four  more  sc reen ing  rooms.  Bu t 
in  response  to  the  immedia te  u rban  cond i t ion , 
add i t iona l  r es to ra t i ve  work  needed  to  be  done 
to  rec la im par t  o f  the  s i t e  as  pub l i c  space , 
g ive  re l i e f  to  the  dense  new-deve lopment-
f i l l ed  sur round ings  o f  Xoco  and  accommoda te 
the  cons tan t  f low o f  pedes t r i ans  and  casua l 
v i s i to rs .

F i rs t ,  su r f ace  pa rk ing  was  conso l ida ted  in to  a 
s ix  s to r y  s t ruc tu re  f r ee ing  40% o f  the  s i t e .  Then 
the  pedes t r i an  f r i end ly  “back  en t rance” ,  loca ted 
ac ross  the  s t ree t  f rom the  h is to r i c  town ’s 
cemete r y,  was  reac t i va ted  –70% o f  C ine teca 
pa t rons  use  pub l i c  t r anspor ta t ion  and  a r r i ve 
by  foo t– .  The  rec la imed  space  now houses  the 
new program organ i zed  a long  two  axes ,  one 
pe rpend icu la r  to  the  s t ree t  o f  Rea l  Mayorazgo 
becoming  the  ma in  pedes t r i an  en t rance  and  the 
o the r  pe rpend icu la r  to  Av.  Méx ico-Coyoacán 
fo r  bo th  ca r  and  pedes t r i an  access .

The  axes  in te rsec t ion  became a  new 80m x 
40m pub l i c  p laza  she l t e red  f rom the  wea the r 
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by  a  hover ing  canopy  connec t ing  the  ex is t ing 
complex  w i th  the  new sc reen ing  rooms.  C lad  in 
compos i t e  a luminum pane ls ,  w i th  va r i ed  s i ze 
t r i angu la r  pe r fo ra t ions ,  the  roo f  s t ruc tu re  wraps 
a round  the  new sc reen ing  rooms and  becomes 
the i r  f açade .  The  she l t e red  space  func t ions  as 
the  foye r  fo r  the  o ld  and  new sc reen ing  rooms 
and  can  accommoda te  add i t iona l  p rogram 
op t ions  such  as  concer ts ,  thea te r,  exh ib i t ions , 
e t c .  “We d idn ’ t  wan t  i t  to  f ee l  l i ke  you ’ re  in 
the  lobby  o f  a  commerc ia l  c inema,  we  wan ted 
i t  to  f ee l  more  l i ke  a  un ive rs i t y  campus ,  w i th 
eve r y th ing  f loa t ing  in  a  pa rk”  says  des ign 
p r inc ipa l  Miche l  Ro jk ind . 

An  ou tdoor  amphi thea te r,  ex tens ive  l andscap ing 
and  new re ta i l  spaces  were  added  to  the  o r ig ina l 
p rogram expand ing  the  poss ib i l i t i es  fo r  soc ia l 
and  cu l tu ra l  in te rac t ion  and  exchanges ,  and 
g iv ing  the  complex  a  un ive rs i t y  campus  f ee l .

The  new sc reen ing  rooms sea t  180  each  and 
the  ex is t ing  sc reen ing  rooms were  upda ted 
w i th  cur ren t  t echno logy.  Overa l l  the  complex 
can  now sea t  2 ,495  v is i to rs  in  indoor  thea te rs . 
The  ou tdoor  amphi thea te r  has  a  750-person 
capac i t y.  Two new f i lm vau l t s  were  a lso  added  to 
the  s i t e ,  inc reas ing  C ine teca ’s  a rch ive  capac i t y 
by  50 ,000  ree ls  o f  f i lm.  Park ing  capac i t y  was 
a lso  inc reased  by  25% to  a  to ta l  o f  528  ca rs .

The  thousands  o f  peop le  tha t  use  the  g rounds 
eve r yday  now f ind  we lcoming  unres t r i c t ed 
pub l i c  space :  commute rs  s t i l l  wa lk  back  and 
fo r th  ac ross  the  campus  in  the  morn ing  and 
even ing ,  med ica l  s t a f f  f rom a  nea rby  hosp i t a l 
s top  by  to  ea t  the i r  lunches  a t  noon ,  s tuden ts 
hang  ou t  a t  the  pa rk  in  the  a f t e rnoon ,  and 
mov iegoers  a t t end  f r ee  ou tdoor  even ts  in  the 
even ing .  The  added  ameni t i es  have  tu rned  the 
campus  in to  a  f avor i t e  ga the r ing  space  no t  on ly 
fo r  mov iegoers  bu t  a l so  fo r  Xoco  res iden ts  and 
worke rs  who  have  appropr ia ted  the  space  as  i f 
i t  were  the i r  backya rd .
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