
In occasion of the Exhibition “Time-Space-Existence”, the European Cultural Centre is organizing its first conference 
under the title of: “Shaping the City: A Forum for Sustainable Cities and Communities”. It will include many architectural 
schools and universities from across the globe presented in TSE 2018 along with other international institutions and archi-
tecture studios. The conference is to be held over 2 days on the 12th and 13th of October 2018 in the prestigious audito-
rium of Fondazione Querini Stampalia in the heart of Venice with a lineup of speakers, panels, and other participants and 
guests.

The conference aims to inspire the next frontier of research focused on the structure of cities, culture for sustainability, 
resilience, livable communities, and architectural developments and advancements. This forum is conceived to exchan-
ge about the urban future of cities from universities, practitioners, architects, and others. “Shaping the City”: A place 
where city changers meet and network with other passionate, innovative, inspiring professionals and researchers.

Over the course of 2 days, four sub-themes will be addressed, each presented by a keynote speaker, discussed by a 
panel of experts, and elaborated through case studies. Sub-themes for each panel include the following:

Built Environment and Architecture for the people
This sub-theme addresses the current architectural situation in cities. It explains how the quality of the built environment 
has an impact on the lives of the people and how new architectural design plays a role in the social life of people. This 
sub-theme includes projects about social housing, slum upgrading, rehabilitation, reuse, and re-integrating deteriora-
ting architecture into the urban fabric of the city and actively immerse the people.   
 
Urban Developments and Re-imagining the City
Half of humanity today lives in cities, and this number will continue to grow to reach 70% by 2030. Where 95% of urban 
expansions in the next decades will take place in developing countries; sub-theme 2 debates about how the urban 
future will look like, with respect to the  major issues humanity faces now. The goal is to enhance inclusive - sustainable 
urbanization, develop the capacity for participatory and integrated human settlement planning. Academics, professio-
nals and humanitarians will be presenting urban examples and case studies of various cities across the globe.  
 
Innovation and Green Advancements
The third sub-theme explains how new developments and new technologies in architecture have an impact on the city. 
It tackles climate change, green architecture, eco-friendly approaches to create inclusive - sustainable environments 
able to meet the needs of the people and the planet with a groundbraking approach. As buildings and construction are 
responsible for the one of the world’s most significant gas and greenhouse emissions, this sub-theme tackles how archi-
tects and architecture schools across the world are directing their work to help save our precious Earth through original 
solutions and eco-friendly advancements.
 
Culture for Sustainable Cities
Culture for Sustainable Cities. As the world is evolving and developing rapidly, cities are struggling when coping with the 
integration of their own architectural patrimony. The last sub-theme discusses how cities are dealing with cultural herita-
ge and World Heritage Projects across the world to preserve the city’s identity, culture, tradition and creative industries 
for the city’s revitalization. Presentations about the world’s cultural diversity will take place to promote and foster deve-
lopment and a cohesive sustainable city.  

“Shaping the City” conference aims to present international approaches from academics, researchers, urban planners, 
and architects regarding cities and a low carbon future in order to make cities inclusive, safe, resilient, and sustainable. 
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