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Connection House for Google Maps

The play of colours on the roof of a contemporary farmstead creates an 

unexpected link with the territory.

Italy - Carpignano Sesia, Novara – VMCF Atelier architects

The house at the edge of the woods in the days of Google Maps. This could be the title of a fairy tale for our great-grandchildren but, in fact, the roof covering of a single family home in Italian Carpignano Sesia, nearby Novara – at 70 km east from Milan - has been designed to be visible in aerial and satellite photographs, becoming a topographic landmark of the area. 

At the edge of the large woodland area, the corrugated metal sheets – painted in different colours to emphasize trends in the cultivated plots and paddy fields – delineate the border of the small town of Piedmont encircled by the A26 motorway. The architects Valerio Maria Ferrari and Cinzia Mazzone (VMCF Atelier) considered this condition as a deterrent to future settlements, leading to the idea of a “connection” house that will remain to bear witness to the configuration of the territory.    

Consisting of two trapezoidal buildings of different heights, connected to one another to form three open spaces, it restores and interprets several typical compositional features of open courtyard farmsteads, as seen in the surrounding landscape.  Broken apart in this way, the buildings blend in better with the greenery and increase the southward-facing surface, thus favouring the accumulation of clean energy.

Echoing differences in cascina homestead organization dictated by the different functions of individual parts, the various spaces of the new building correspond to day and night time living requirements. The rooms can be found on a single level, but an attic in the living area and a loft in the sleeping area liven up the heights of the buildings and characterize the southern and northern facades.

In the latter case, access to the upper floor and to the roof is shielded by a light screen of bamboo stalks that soften the elegant precision of the exterior walls. These have been painted grey and are defined by a white graphic pattern of horizontal edges and vertical lines, which also features in the handrails and iron railings of the terrace.  

The play of colours appears unexpectedly on the roof, where rectangular metal sheets within the trapezoids recapture, in addition to a top view of the farm plots, their local use as emergency covering for chicken coops and storage areas. It is quite true that this unprecedented contemporary farmstead will, for future memory, create a faithful narrative of the transformations of our times that occurred to safeguard traditions and the past.
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Credits

Architectural design and construction management: VMCF Atelier  - Valerio Maria Ferrari

Collaborators: Cinzia Mazzone,  Alessandro Cattaneo, Aldo Buscio and Riccardo Roberto 

Client:  Andrea Mazzone

Location:  Carpignano Sesia (NO)

Building surface area: 300 m2

Construction date:  2015

Intervention type:  Single family house

Photo credits:  Alessandro Belgiojoso and Francesco Clemente

Main suppliers

Engineer:  Archingegno Piero Gozzi

Companies:  Impresa Edile Ilaria Giuseppe s.n.c. and Giuffré Costruzioni

Roofing: Hedar Edilizia Metallica srl

Electrical automation systems: Gedi&Kaw srl

Heating systems: Nova Therm srl

Doors and windows: Realproject srl

Metal railings: Gru di Uglioni Roberto

Bamboo Timber: Vivaibambu (Cr)

Biography 

Valerio Maria Ferrari

Even during his studies at the Politecnico di Milano, Milanese-born Valerio Maria Ferrari expanded his design horizons, from architecture and set design for theatre, to artistic installations. His multidisciplinary experiences were not sporadic incursions across fields, but the opening of parallel roads within the world of design. His firm VMCF ATELIER-Virtual Machine Concept Facilities arose in 2003 as a result of the multi-faceted professional biography that sets him apart.

For several years Ferrari worked as an assistant to Piero Faggioni on the set design and direction of operas in international theatres, including La Scala in Milan, the Palais Garnier in Paris, Covent Garden in London and the Metropolitan Opera in New York. He held seminars on Aesthetics within the Faculty of Architecture at the Politecnico di Milano and, between 1990 and 1993, worked with painter and architect Roberto Sebastian Matta (1911-2002).

His interest in artistic systems in theatre, music and art distinguish his work as an architect and converge in his global Visual Music Facilities Theatre project. This is a new concept of opera and musical theatre that Ferrari has been working on for years (as a constant “work in progress”), finding an important source of inspiration in the evolution of new technologies. The Visual Music Facilities Theatre is a new kind of theatre that can be replicated in various situations and is currently being considered for construction. In 2011 an important article by David Verdier about this new typology was featured in the Swiss magazine Dissonance (113-03-2011), and in April 2012 the project was published in a book by Victoria Newhouse called “Site and sound”, Monicelli, NY,US as an example of a theatre of the future.

In June 2011 his interior design project for a duplex apartment in Paris scored the cover of the prestigious international magazine Interior Design (USA).

In 2011 Valerio Maria Ferrari began working as an architect in Chongqing, China – a city with a population of around 36 million. First he was appointed as director of the international department in the architectural firm Yuandao and in 2013 became a partner in Xiangbei Li's firm, Huazhu. 

Projects underway in China (Chongqing) include the JingLi Hotel – a 5-star hotel with a total surface area of 70,000 m2 and Ertang Nanbin Lu, a park devoted to art (with museums, galleries, schools, etc) measuring  sqm 72.018   of which sqm .50.970 will be covered areas.

Cinzia Mazzone 

Graduated from the Politecnico di Milano with a degree in Architecture. Her interdisciplinary thesis on the concept of representation in architecture saw the collaboration of Professor Carlo Sini, a lecturer of theoretical philosophy at the University of Milan. In 2001, she enrolled at École  des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales (EHESS) (School for Advanced Studies in the Social Sciences) in Paris, where she attended a course of study with Professor E. Michaud, a lecturer of art theory and ideology, and began to focus on the relationship between architecture, philosophy and art.  At the same time, she collaborated with Professor Luigi Cocchiarella on the integrated course in Representation held at the Faculty of Architecture of the Politecnico di Milano.  In 2007-08, she worked with architect Silvia Dainese on summer design workshops run by the Università IUAV di Venezia. In 2007, together with Valerio Ferrari, Jean Paul Robert and Brigitte Mestro, she founded the art and architecture magazine D'Ici¬là.  In 2009-10, she collaborated in drawing courses run by Professor Gabriele Pierluisi at the Faculty of Design of the Politecnico di Milano. She is an associate of the studio VMCF Atelier, established by architect Valerio Maria Ferrari.
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