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The headquarters of Lindt & Sprüngli, the Swiss chocolatier, founded in 1845, are located near 

Lake Zurich on the outskirts of Switzerland‘s most populous city. The firm‘s long and successful 

history of producing quality chocolate manifests creations from Lindt & Sprüngli as the epitome 

of quality chocolate. Its products are available in more than 120 countries worldwide. They are 

sold by 28 subsidiaries in more than 500 of its own stores. Lindt & Sprüngli‘s HQ features a factory, 

warehouses, an office building, and the new gateway to the campus, the Lindt Home of Chocolate, 

which is financed and operated by the Lindt Chocolate Competence Foundation. This new flagship 

building is a striking, contemporary counterweight to the eclectic assemblage of buildings.

Set to become one of Switzerland‘s most visited buildings, this multifunctional experiential space 

combines a user-focused, mixed-use program in an exceptional new type of civic architecture. 

Elevating the visibility of the Swiss Chocolate industry to new heights, it is built to seduce visitors 

with the many charms of chocolate. It features an interactive, immersive exhibition about chocolate, 

a research and development facility for future chocolate recipes, a production plant, a chocolate 

shop, a cafe, and offices – all connected by spiraling staircases and cascading walkways 

crisscrossing a vast atrium. In its center, a dramatic, nine-meter high, golden chocolate fountain 

was developed by Atelier Brückner, also authors of the exhibition. 

Designed by Christ & Gantenbein, the Home of Chocolate parallels Lindt & Sprüngli‘s factory site‘s 

logic, history, and urban structure: A classically composed, industrial box, in dialogue with the 

surrounding factory buildings. The facade, consisting primarily of red brick, references its neighbors 

in an abstract reinterpretation based on a readymade industrial product that is manually grafted 

into a specific construction element. The south-eastern corner is cut out and interrupts the 

otherwise simple volume. Clad with white, glazed brick adorned with golden letters, this quadrant 

opens a public square right at the Lindt Home of Chocolate‘s entrance.
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THE MULTIFUNCTIONAL LINDT HOME OF CHOCOLATE

Much more than a museum, this versatile project redefines what civic buildings can be.
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A vast atrium, 64 meters long, 15 meters high, and 13m wide, reveals both a dramatic void and the 

architectural order‘s elementary presence. A series of round load-bearing pillars and walls create 

a robust structure around which all activities are organized. The columns reveal a building full of 

movement; stairs, elevators, walkways, and bridges produce spatial and experiential connectivity 

and communication, which is at the core of the Lindt Home of Chocolate, radically contrasting its 

almost calm exterior.

At first glance, what appears simple is actually an intelligently engineered building of multifaceted 

complexity; a solid architectural form built to last, yet at the same time, built to withstand 

fluctuations through flexibility; where resilience and robustness collaborate towards a multiplicity 

of potentially shifting applications. The Lindt Home of Chocolate‘s structural system is itself a 

hybrid, where aesthetic, functionality, and construction come together in a column-free volume 

with a load-bearing outer shell.

Emanuel Christ says …“Almost reaching an ancient Roman scale, we‘ve created an exaggeration 

of industrial production with a certain tension; a tension that gives a strong presence to the 

architecturally distinct elements that define the interior, bridging the substantial gap between a 

commercial ambiance and classical grandeur. To celebrate the experience of chocolate in many 

ways, we‘ve scripted the Lindt Home of Chocolate‘s interior as a space that orchestrates the 

movement of people.“

Jürg Conzett, structural engineer for the Lindt Home of Chocolate: „The supporting structure in the 

interior essentially consists of an in-situ concrete skeleton. In the area of the atrium, the load-

bearing parts become multifunctional elements. Thus, mushroom pillars mutate into cantilevered 

balconies, and hollow columns contain elevators as well as zones for pipes to ascend. Generously 

dimensioned spiral staircases also circle around these vertical support elements. The unusually 

large dimensions of the supporting structure create a unique scale and contribute to the 

extraordinary spatial effect of this building.“

The Lindt Home of Chocolate, Christ & Gantenbein‘s second completed cultural project in Zurich, 

besides the Swiss National Museum and its extension, is a highly technical and complex hybrid. 

Combining industrial production, showroom, museum, shopping, and cutting-edge research & 

development, among others in collaboration with the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology, it‘s 

ultimately a space where contemplation, entertainment, research, and interaction come together 

in a new spatial experience.

For hi-res imagery, interview requests, and further info please contact Christ & Gantenbein.

pr@christgantenbein.com

+41 61 260 90 20

www.christgantenbein.com

www.instagram.com/christgantenbein
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PROJECT FACTS

LOCATION
Kilchberg, Switzerland

CLIENT
Lindt Chocolate Competence Foundation

YEAR
2014 - 2020

PROGRAM
Culture, Laboratory, Museum, Office, Retail

SIZE
GFA 21‘540 m²

Lenght: 93 m. Width: 45 m. Height: 21 m

TEAM
FOUNDING PARTNERS 

Emanuel Christ, Christoph Gantenbein
PARTNER

Mona Farag
PROJECT LEADERS

Anna Flückiger, Astrid Kühn, Tabea Lachenmann
CHRIST & GANTENBEIN ARCHITECTS

Javier Bressel, Ana Sofia Costa Guerra, Eileen Davis, Szabolcs Egyed, Florian Kaiser, 
Kyrill Keller, Daan Koch, Andrew Mackintosh, Stephanie Müller,  Catia Polido, 

Robert Schiemann, Anne Katharina Schulze, Guido Tesio, Leandro Villalba, Jean Wagner, 
Leonie Welling, Christina Wendler

CHRIST & GANTENBEIN



© 2020, CHRIST & GANTENBEIN

Lindt Home of Chocolate - Staircase 

Photo © Walter Mair

Lindt Home of Chocolate - Lake View

Photo © Walter Mair

Lindt Home of Chocolate - Front View

Photo © Walter Mair

Lindt Home of Chocolate - Atrium & Fountain

Photo © Walter Mair

Lindt Home of Chocolate - Atrium

Photo © Walter Mair

Lindt Home of Chocolate - Front View 

Photo © Walter Mair
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Lindt Home of Chocolate - Section

Drawing © Christ & Gantenbein

Lindt Home of Chocolate - Offices

Photo © Walter Mair

Lindt Home of Chocolate - Second Floor

Drawing © Christ & Gantenbein

Lindt Home of Chocolate - Exterior View

Photo © Stefano Graziani

Lindt Home of Chocolate - Elevation

Drawing © Christ & Gantenbein
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ABOUT CHRIST & GANTENBEIN
Christ & Gantenbein is an international practice dedicated to the broad realm of architecture. 

Founded in 1998 by Emanuel Christ and Christoph Gantenbein, and headquartered in Basel, 

Switzerland, the office employs a team of over 80 architects from 20 countries.

The firm‘s most prominent completed projects include the expansion and transformation of the 

Swiss National Museum in Zurich and the extension of the Kunstmuseum Basel, both cultural 

landmarks with a global reach. 

In 2020, the office completed the multifunctional Lindt Home of Chocolate, a monumental yet 

versatile space for Lindt & Sprüngli in Zurich. Furthermore, C&G is working on a diverse range of 

projects across Europe. Among them are a social housing development in Paris, a versatile office 

building for Roche in Germany, the extension of the Wallraf-Richartz Museum in Cologne, and 

most recently, a housing and office building in the historic center of Hamburg. Underscoring the 

diversity of scale and program the office operates in, the Zurich University Hospital project, which 

is currently in development, will transform an entire district of Switzerland‘s most populous city, 

giving healthcare and medical research an unrivalled new home. 

Along with the 2018 Deezen Architect of the Year Award in recognition of their „substantial body of 

work and mature portfolio,“ further distinctions include the 2018 Wieneberger Brick Award, the 

Design Miami/Panerai Visionary Award in 2017, the best architect 18 – Gold Prize (2017), the Essence 

Award – Gold Prize in 2016, and the Red Dot Award „Best of the Best“ prize (2016). 

Practice and research are intertwined in the work of Christ & Gantenbein; an aspect which is 

reflected in  Emanuel Christ and Christoph Gantenbein‘s ongoing academic teaching. Since 2018, 

they have been full professors of architecture and design at ETH Zurich. Before that, they taught at 

the ETH Studio Basel (2000–2005), the Accademia di Architettura in Mendrisio (2004, 2006, 2009), 

the Oslo School of Architecture and Design (2008), ETH Zurich (2010–2015), as well as at Harvard 

GSD (2015 – 2017). 

Publications include Pictures from Italy (2011), Christ & Gantenbein; Around the Corner (2012); 

Typology: Hong Kong, Rome, New York, Buenos Aires, Zürich (2012) and Typology: Paris, Delhi, São 

Paulo, Athens (2015).  Their work is also featured in monographs such as a+u and 2G. 

In the spring of 2019, Christ & Gantenbein presented the first monographic exhibition of their most 

iconic buildings in Japan with “The Last Act of Design”.  The same year, the studio contributed 

pieces to “The Poetics of Reason” at the 5th edition of the Lisbon Architecture Triennale. In 2017 

the practice was invited to contribute to the Chicago Architecture Biennale, while the previous 

year, it participated in the 15th Venice Biennale “Reporting from the Front”.
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