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AstraZeneca unveils The Discovery Centre (DISC) in Cambridge 
 

State-of-the-art R&D facility designed to foster collaboration 
across world-class science ecosystem 

 
Sustainable environmental engineering aligned to Company’s zero carbon future 

 
AstraZeneca will today, in the presence of His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales, formally 
unveil The Discovery Centre (DISC) in Cambridge, UK – a state-of-the-art research and 
development (R&D) facility designed to the world’s highest environmental standards and 
accommodating over 2,200 research scientists. 
 
The new £1bn facility will include the most advanced robotics, high-throughput screening and 
AI-driven technology. It will support AstraZeneca’s focus on specialised and precision 
medicines and foster the discovery and development of next generation therapeutics, 
including nucleotide-based, gene-editing and cell therapies. 
 
Pascal Soriot, Chief Executive Officer, AstraZeneca, said: “Our ambition today is to not only 
unveil a building, but to also drive the next wave of scientific innovation. Our new Discovery 
Centre in Cambridge raises the bar for sustainable R&D and global collaboration across our 
industry. It will allow us to break new boundaries in the understanding of disease biology, bring 
life-changing medicines to patients and power the next stage of our company’s growth.” 
 
The DISC will add to AstraZeneca’s R&D presence in more than 40 countries across the 
globe, including its other strategic research centres in Sweden and the US, and 
development facilities in China and Japan.  
 
The Company invests more than $7bn in R&D globally each year, a large part of which 
takes place in the UK. The Centre will help further nurture partnerships, develop the next 
generation of science leaders and accelerate AstraZeneca’s industry-leading levels of 
productivity.  
 
Located within the Cambridge Biomedical Campus1, the physical proximity of the building’s 
19,000m2 laboratories to leading hospitals, the University of Cambridge, other research 
institutions and a number of biotech companies will promote a culture of open partnership and 
innovation in its inviting open spaces. The Company has over 200 active collaborations in the 
region and more than 2,000 around the world across academia, biotech and industry. 
 
During the unveiling today, His Royal Highness will meet the Chief Executive, the Chairman, 
Leif Johansson, and other senior leaders, to undertake a walking tour of the new facility and 
make a short address to invited guests. 
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The DISC and sustainability 
Beyond the building’s extensive scientific capabilities, the disc-like structure is a feat of 
environmental engineering equipped with 174 boreholes to provide natural geothermal 
energy; four ‘hybrid cooling towers’ and a ground source heat pump that will save enough 
energy to power 2,500 homes. 
 
Low-energy ventilation and high levels of insulation also help ensure the efficiency of the 
building, along with the ‘saw-tooth’ roof design which minimises energy use by flooding the 
interior with natural daylight. This energy efficiency is aligned to the Company’s Ambition Zero 
Carbon programme that commits to zero carbon emissions from its operations across the 
world by 2025, and for its entire value chain to be carbon negative by 2030. 
 
The life sciences cluster in Cambridge 
The life sciences cluster in Cambridge is the most productive in Europe. It includes more than 
400 companies, employing around 20,000 people and contributing almost £3bn annually to 
the UK economy2. The city has more than doubled its turnover growth rate over the past five 
years in life sciences and has more patent applications than anywhere else in the UK.2,3 
 
Within close proximity to AstraZeneca’s new centre is the University of Cambridge’s School of 
Clinical Medicine, the Medical Research Council Laboratory of Molecular Biology, Cancer 
Research UK and the Royal Papworth and Addenbrooke’s Hospitals, among others. 
 
Over the past century, approximately 50 Nobel Prize winners in chemistry and physiology or 
medicine have been associated with Cambridge. Important discoveries have included Francis 
Crick and James Watson’s DNA breakthrough in 1953, and Professor Sir John Gurdon’s work 
on stem cells in 2012. 
 
AstraZeneca’s global R&D footprint and productivity 
The Company has three strategic R&D centres including The DISC in Cambridge, 
Gaithersburg, Maryland in the greater Washington, D.C. region in the US, and Gothenburg in 
Sweden. It has integrated R&D teams and accelerated decision-making processes, using its 
unique scientific capabilities, to deliver one of the most productive pipelines in the industry. 
 
Since 2005, AstraZeneca has achieved an almost six-fold improvement in the proportion of its 
pipeline molecules that have advanced from preclinical investigation to completion of Phase 
III clinical trials – from 4% to 23%. This improvement moves AstraZeneca well above the 
current industry average success rate of 14% in the 2018-2020 timeframe.4 
 
Of the Company’s 80,000 employees, more than 13,000 work exclusively in R&D. In 2020, its 
scientists published a total of 1,086 manuscripts, with 138 in high impact peer-review journals 
(impact factor ≥15 according to Reuters five-year rating), compared to one in 2010. 
 
AstraZeneca 
AstraZeneca (LSE/STO/Nasdaq: AZN) is a global, science-led biopharmaceutical company 
that focuses on the discovery, development, and commercialisation of prescription medicines 
in Oncology, Rare Diseases, and BioPharmaceuticals, including Cardiovascular, Renal & 
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Metabolism, and Respiratory & Immunology. Based in Cambridge, UK, AstraZeneca operates 
in over 100 countries and its innovative medicines are used by millions of patients worldwide. 
Please visit astrazeneca.com and follow the Company on Twitter @AstraZeneca. 
 
Contacts 
For details on how to contact the Investor Relations Team, please click here. For Media 
contacts, click here. 
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