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2019 Exhibition
Good Design and the Community
Presented by Cummins Inc.

J. Irwin and Xenia S. Miller Prize

Exhibit Columbus is inspired by the 1986 exhibition,
Good Design and the Community: Columbus, Indiana,
created by the National Building Museum in Washington
when Columbus business leader and philanthropist
J. Irwin Miller became the first person inducted into
their Hall of Fame.

The J. Irwin and Xenia S. Miller Prize is the centerpiece
of Exhibit Columbus’exhibition and symposium and
honors two great patrons of the Columbus community.
The Miller Prize Recipients are international leaders that
were selected for their commitment to the transformative
power that architecture, art, and design has to improve
people’s lives and make cities better places to live. With
this award, we bring these studios’ unique perspectives
to Columbus to explore the traditions and values that
have created this city’s internationally-renowned design
legacy. Each studio has been paired with a significant
downtown site to create new forms that allow us to
rediscover their purpose, while further connecting
people to place and community.

That exhibition honored the Miller family’s legacy of servant leadership and the entire
city’s commitment to make Columbus the best community of its size. When profiled by
the Washington Post that year, Mr. Miller chose to emphasize the community’s process
and involvement in building, rather than the architecture itself, as a source of his
hometown pride: “Architecture is something you can see. You cannot see a spirit or
a temperament or a character, though, and there is an invisible part of this community
of which I am very proud because, in a democracy, I think that the process is more
important than the product.”
Elaborating on the connection between the tangible and intangible culture that
Mr. Miller described, Exhibit Columbus explores the idea of “good design and the
community” and what it means today. The 2019 exhibition expands on these ideas
in a tangible way by inviting architects, artists, and designers to create public,
site-responsive installations and experiences that use Columbus’ built heritage
as inspiration and context, while highlighting the intangible role that a visionary
community plays in growing a vibrant, sustainable, and equitable city.

Exhibition Guide presented by the Miller Family
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J. Irwin and Xenia S. Miller Prize

Agency Landscape + Planning was formed by landscape
architect Gina Ford and urban planner Brie Hensold to
address social equity, cultural vitality, and environmental
resilience through design excellence, strategic planning,
and community engagement.
i n s ta l l at i o n s p o n s o r

Haddad Foundation
m at e r i a l s

Aluminum trusses, sustainably
sourced ipe wood, perennial
and annual pollinator plants,
aluminum planters

fa b r i c at i o n s p o n s o r

ESL- Spectrum

AT&T Facility, 1978 Paul Kennon of Caudill Rowlett Scott
During the early 20th century the northwest corner of Franklin and Seventh Streets was
occupied by a three story yellow brick building wherein phone calls from across the
region were manually connected by switchboard operators. Such jobs, mostly held by
women, became obsolete as technology advanced, and the building too had to adapt.
Hired by Indiana Bell to reimagine the site in 1978, Paul Kennon added a reflective
façade and brightly colored ventilation ducts, boldly showcasing the newly automated
nature of the work taking place in the building, as well as trellises that once donned
a curtain of wisteria vines.
Inspired by the facility’s historical transitions, both physical and symbolic, and by
Xenia S. Miller’s transformative influence on Columbus, XX connects and uncovers
hidden stories, particularly those of women. A temporary landscape planted in
partnership with the community reintroduces life, memorializing the flora that was
once a prominent feature of the streetscape. Modular benches made from trusses,
designed to evoke the truss structures that once framed the AT&T Facility building,
adapt to community-driven events and activities. Through this resurgence, XX
brings us together in celebration of the women who have changed our lives and
shaped our cities.

Agency Landscape + Planning created a postcard
campaign in early 2019 with the prompt: Tell us about
a woman who changed your life. Personal memories
and recollections of strong female leaders throughout
history, and the city of Columbus, were gathered from
the community and reinterpreted as the plant tags
woven throughout XX.

Agency Landscape + Planning is located in Cambridge MA.

Presented by Heritage Fund — the Community Foundation of Bartholomew County
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J. Irwin and Xenia S. Miller Prize

Bryony Roberts Studio is an architectural design
practice that creates projects that respond to historical
sites and social histories, finding ways of connecting
the past to contemporary life.

i n s ta l l at i o n s p o n s o r

Efroymson Family Fund
m at e r i a l s

Painted steel and custom-dyed
nylon rope

fa b r i c at i o n s p o n s o r s

ESL- Spectrum
Ignition Arts
Matthews Paint
Powerhouse Arts
Warner Steel

Columbus City Hall, 1981 Edward Charles Bassett, Skidmore, Owings & Merrill
Edward Charles Bassett remarked in a 1982 televised interview that civic buildings
should ennoble the spirit by playing a prominent role in public life. Columbus City
Hall is iconic for its striking geometry—most readily identified by the impressive
cantilevers hovering above the entryway. Designed as an isosceles triangle, the austere
brick exterior opens into a semicircular atrium encased in glass. As part of the city’s
master plan led by Skidmore, Owings & Merrill in the 1960s and 1970s, City Hall is
inextricably entwined to the nearby civic buildings, namely the Bartholomew County
Courthouse and the Republic Newspaper Building.
Soft Civic responds to both the architectural geometry of City Hall and its symbolic
role as the center of civic leadership in the community. Custom-fabricated structures
with colorful woven surfaces activate the public spaces around the building’s main
entrance as destinations for play, performance, and participation. Soft Civic invites
a range of impromptu activities and also hosts a series of events created in partnership
with community organizations, including youth leadership meetings, public
discussions on democracy, and music performances. The use of woven rope explores
how a nontraditional building material can perform at an architectural scale.
The soft, tactile qualities of the woven surfaces encourage playfulness and interaction
at a site of governance.

Through patterns of weaving and knotting, Soft Civic brings
the texture of domestic spaces into the public sphere. The
red-orange rope riffs on the brick of City Hall, transforming
the colors of the building into a textile landscape. Created
in collaboration with a textile workshop in Brooklyn, the
weaving represents a collective effort of repetitive knotting
and echoes the installation’s programming, which fosters
collective participation in making local democracy.

Bryony Roberts Studio is located in New York NY.

Presented by Heritage Fund — the Community Foundation of Bartholomew County
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J. Irwin and Xenia S. Miller Prize

After the exhibition, metal components that make up
the installation—the steps and the curved bench—
will be reinstalled inside the library as functional interior
elements providing further activation of its communal
spaces. Similarly, the plants will be donated to the
Columbus Parks Department, and seeds from the native
grasses, plants, and flowers will be harvested to form
the foundation of the library’s new seed library
documenting Indiana’s native flora.

Frida Escobedo Studio is an architecture and design
studio that operates within a theoretical framework that
addresses time not as a historical calibration, but rather
a social operation. Escobedo produces work that ranges
from art installation and furniture design to residential
and public buildings around the world.
i n s ta l l at i o n s p o n s o r

Johnson Ventures
m at e r i a l s

Powder coated steel, Indiana native
plants, potting material

fa b r i c at i o n s p o n s o r s

BroParco
Cardno
D&V Sheet Metal
Duke Energy
ESL- Spectrum
Geofabric
Hitchcock Design Group
Zahner

Cleo Rogers Memorial Library Plaza, 1971 I.M. Pei and Partners
The Carnegie Foundation funded Columbus’ first library building on this site in 1903.
In the 1950s the growing city sought to completely redesign the area, which would
be named in honor of Cleo Rogers, who served as Library Director from 1936 to 1964.
Completed in 1971, Cleo Rogers Memorial Library Plaza was one of I.M. Pei’s earliest
major designs. The library sits adjacent to the Irwin Sweeny Miller family home and
across from Eliel Saarinen’s first Christian Church with Henry Moore’s sculpture,
Large Arch, framing views of the surroundings. The dialogue between library and
church, art and architecture, provides a panoramic view of Columbus history through
the dynamic public plaza known anecdotally as “the community’s living room.”
Public plazas are the community’s place to gather for dialogue, performance, and
exchange. Untitled transforms Cleo Rogers Memorial Library Plaza with an elevated
garden terrace designed for exploration, improvisation, and play. Using the rigid
geometries of Pei’s design as a formal point of departure, interlocking metal curves form
an organic puzzle-piece-like landscape that encourages conversation and relaxation.
As native grasses and wildflowers change over time, the public too will adapt and
discover new ways to experience this installation.
Frida Escobedo Studio is located in Mexico City MX.

Presented by Heritage Fund — the Community Foundation of Bartholomew County
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J. Irwin and Xenia S. Miller Prize

Central Middle School’s cafeteria and classrooms
overlook this living installation that features five varieties
of corn including two types of field corn, two types of
edible popcorn, and a dwarf cultivar. The installation’s
signature events include a Back-to-School Meal and an
alternative Thanksgiving where indigenous culture
is honored and celebrated.

MASS Design Group is a nonprofit architecture firm
that operates with the understanding that all architecture
is embedded in a social, cultural, and political context.
They have built a reputation for sensitive projects that
strengthen community ties and use architecture to heal.
i n s ta l l at i o n s p o n s o r

Bartholomew County
FFA Organizations
m at e r i a l s

Corn, soil, picnic tables

fa b r i c at i o n s p o n s o r s

Black Jewel Popcorn
ESL- Spectrum
Landmark Farms Foundation

Central Middle School, 2007 Ralph Johnson, Perkins + Will
The corner of Fifth and Chestnut Streets provides the most impressive view of this
distinctive sawtooth-patterned building—a nod to Kevin Roche John Dinkeloo and
Associates’ Cummins Corporate Office Building on the other end of Fifth Street.
It also sits close to Cummins Engine Plant Number 1, and the original garage of Clessie
Cummins, the innovative force who transformed Rudolf Diesel’s engine into a 20th
century powerhouse. Central Middle School is a testament to the Cummins Foundation
Architecture Program’s investment in educational facilities throughout Bartholomew
County with 14 of the 17 schools built with support from this program since the 1950s.
Fifty percent of the habitable surface of our planet is dedicated to food production.
It is the world’s largest industry, yet our cultural, spiritual, and historical relationship
to how we cook and what we eat is largely disconnected. Corn / Meal asks us to reflect
on how we can strengthen our relationship with our food, taking familiar elements
of the American Heartland—a field of corn and the classic picnic table—and shaping
them into an interactive landscape of living architecture where students and the
public alike are invited to reconnect to what we eat and how we cook.
MASS Design Group is located in Boston MA and Kigali, Rwanda.

Presented by Heritage Fund — the Community Foundation of Bartholomew County
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J. Irwin and Xenia S. Miller Prize

The Arbor Vitae that make up Into the Hedge were
selected in partnership with the Miller House and Garden
so that after the exhibition they can be permanently
replanted in the iconic hedgerows, creating a link between
the installation’s original architectural inspiration and
a contribution to the stewardship of one of Columbus’
seven National Historic Landmarks.

SO –IL is a forward-looking architectural design
firm whose work is grounded in the conviction that
architecture’s power resides in its ability to affect
humankind for the better. Their participatory practice
has resulted in award-winning spaces for creativity,
culture, learning, and living around the globe.
i n s ta l l at i o n s p o n s o r

Columbus Area Visitors Center
m at e r i a l s

Arbor vitae trees, nylon webbing,
Indiana limestone, recycled gabions,
recycled mulch, debris netting,
lawn stakes

fa b r i c at i o n s p o n s o r s

Engledow Group
ESL- Spectrum
Estes Material Sales
Newfields
Sunbelt Rentals

Bartholomew County Courthouse Lawn, 1871–74 Isaac Hodgson
Occupying the city’s original town square, the courthouse was one of the first significant
architectural investments in Bartholomew County, and has remained at the center
of Columbus’ civic life for nearly 200 years. Built with Indiana limestone in the Second
Empire style, the courthouse was designed by Isaac Hodgson, an Irish immigrant and
one of Indiana’s first licensed architects. Landscape design by Michael Van Valkenburgh
Associates and the 1997 addition of the Bartholomew County Veterans Memorial by
Maryann Thompson and Charles Rose welcomes people into downtown as they cross
the Robert Stewart Bridge.
Inspired by the Dan Kiley landscape at Eero Saarinen’s iconic Miller House and
Garden, in particular the dense hedgerow of Arbor Vitae that make up the perimeter,
Into the Hedge playfully re-interprets elements of the modernist landscape as an
interactive environment. A grid of 130 living Arbor Vitae trees planted in a large-scale
hammock structure on the Bartholomew County Courthouse Lawn, create an inviting
space for gathering, and a welcoming landmark at the gateway to downtown.
Rather than using the hedge as a divider, the installation invites people in, and creates
a responsive and playful environment out of the Miller House hedge.
SO–IL is located in New York NY.

Presented by Heritage Fund — the Community Foundation of Bartholomew County
12

e x h i b i t c o l u m b u s 2019

13

Washington Street Civic Projects

Borderless Studio
The Crump Theatre When John Crump opened the
theater as Crump’s New Theatre in 1889, it was the first
stand-alone opera house in Columbus. The Art Deco
façade was designed by architect Alden Merenda in 1941
and the interior features various campaigns of additions
and renovations. Despite numerous plans to restore
the building, in April of 2019 the Crump was placed on
Indiana Landmarks’“Top 10 Most Endangered List.”
i n s ta l l at i o n s p o n s o r

Schumaker Family

The Washington Street Civic Projects showcase innovative
work created by five mission-driven organizations
dedicated to using architecture, art, and design to connect
communities and catalyze efforts to make cities more
equitable and sustainable. As part of the 2019 exhibition,
their projects consider the history and development of
Washington Street, Columbus’“Main Street,” as a place
of civic and commercial exchange while activating sites
around this downtown corridor. These installations show
us new ways to consider civic action.

m at e r i a l s

Digitally printed vinyl mesh,
metal structure

fa b r i c at i o n s p o n s o r

ESL- Spectrum

Love Letter to The Crump consists of a collective love
letter from the community showcased as a large-scale,
exterior curtain along the eastern wall of the Art Deco
theatre. Through a series of workshops, past memories
and future aspirations for The Crump were translated
into a graphic pattern inspired by Alexander Girard’s
urban and textile design practices. Inviting both residents
and visitors to reflect on the transformation process
of places in Columbus, Love Letter to The Crump sparks
dialogue about new forms and meanings for preservation,
as well as shared values and processes that could guide
decisions about heritage in our cities.
Borderless Studio (Chicago IL) is an urban design and research practice focused
on shaping communities through collaborative design. Led by Paola Aguirre
Serrano, Borderless explores creative and collective design interventions that
address the complexity of urban systems and social equity.

Extrapolation Factory
Northwest corner of 2nd and Washington Street Surrounded
by the striking entryway of City Hall, the transparent
Republic Building, and the Bartholomew County
Courthouse, the intersection of Second and Washington
Streets is the center of a dialogue between significant
buildings, and a reminder of the importance of civic
exchange in the community.
i n s ta l l at i o n s p o n s o r

Zaharakos Ice Cream Parlor
m at e r i a l s

Cast concrete, steel and aluminum
armature, digital tablet and
software interface

fa b r i c at i o n s p o n s o r

Ignition Arts

What If Columbus encourages users to contemplate,
articulate, and share their visions for Columbus through
a collage of prompts and images that have been selected
to explore infrastructures of cities of the future. The
resulting submissions are then collected and digitally
shared with community leaders with the intention that
the visions can offer decision makers inspiration and
insight into new concepts for the city’s future. Just as the
Republic Building across the street was designed as a
metaphor for transparency within the fourth estate,
What If Columbus explores free speech and the public
sphere in our digital age.
Extrapolation Factory (Brooklyn NY) is a design-based research studio for
participatory futures studies founded by Chris Woebken and Elliott Montgomery.
The studio develops experimental methods for collaboratively prototyping,
experiencing, and impacting future scenarios while exploring new territories
for democratized futures.

Presented By Elwood Staffing
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LA-Más

PienZa Sostenible

Washington Street between 6th and 7th Streets Washington
Street remains a central artery in Columbus, and has
been since the city grid was first defined. Like Fifth Street,
Washington Street offers some of Columbus’ finest
architecture and is a vibrant corridor of local businesses,
shops, and restaurants. However, over the last decades,
Columbus has expanded and other commerce centers
have emerged with many residents relying on amenities
and services outside of downtown.

Irwin Conference Center, 1954 Eero Saarinen & Associates
Irwin Conference Center (formerly the Irwin Union
Bank and Trust) anchors the busy corner of Fifth and
Washington Streets. Built in 1954, Eero Saarinen’s design
would influence the architecture of financial institutions
for decades to come. With an open plan and spacious
counters without the typical teller’s cages separating
the bank from its customers, the building was a complete
reimagining of what a bank was architecturally, as well
as of its place in the community.

Thank U, Next serves as a destination for people from
all parts of the city and from all backgrounds to have
shared experiences. This project thanks civic leaders
and past architects for their highly formal contributions
to Washington Street, but also looks to create the next
precedent for an alternative that is welcoming to a full
range of socio-economic diversity. An urban plaza that
is flexible, reconfigurable, and playful—Thank U, Next
is designed to provide a place for social and cultural
togetherness through a calendar of community-based
programming that brings Washington Street to life
with a bold spirit of inclusivity.

i n s ta l l at i o n s p o n s o r

Columbus Museum of Art
and Design
m at e r i a l s

CNC milled and laminated PVC

fa b r i c at i o n pa r t n e r

Kramer Furniture and
Cabinet Makers

i n s ta l l at i o n s p o n s o r

Cummins Inc.
m at e r i a l s

Birch wood, aluminum, steel, other

fa b r i c at i o n s p o n s o r

ESL- Spectrum

LA- Más (Los Angeles CA) is a non-profit urban design organization, led by
co-executive directors Elizabeth Timme and Helen Leung, that helps lower-income
and underserved communities shape their own growth by creating projects that
are alternative models of development.

People for Urban Progress

PienZa Sostenible (Mexico City MX) is a non-profit association led by brothers
Carlos Zedillo Velasco and Rodrigo Zedillo Velasco that promotes the research,
analysis, and implementation of sustainable projects in Mexico. Their project,
ReConstruir México has been connecting world-renowned architects with
communities impacted by natural disasters to achieve conscious reconstruction.

Washington Street between 4th and 5th Streets In 1961
designer Alexander Girard was asked to design a plan
to improve the storefront facades along Washington
Street. His vision sought to transform and create uniformity in the street experience through the removal of
cluttering signage and awnings. That same year Girard
commented on Washington Street, “We have pretty
much arrived at a ‘jungle’ wherein one sees everything
at the same time he is seeing a blur of nothing.”
Jungle Subtraction invites us to consider how our ideal
streetscape might be designed today through a series
of reflective panels surrounding public infrastructure
and trees along an entire city block. Inspired by Alexander
Girard’s vision wherein he proposed the repainting
and reworking of storefront elements, this project is an
architecture of subtraction intended to visually erase
or edit the urban landscape of Washington Street.

Bees are integral to our food and environment, and yet
they are facing an uncertain future due to habitat loss,
pesticide use, and climate change. Based in Mexico,
one of the leading exporters and producers of apiculture
products worldwide, PienZa Sostenible is dedicated
to the protection of bees. In a model similar to their
ReConstruir México initiative, Las Abejas brings
together internationally-renowned Mexican architects
and craftsmen to create bee houses that encourage
a relationship with ecology and to bring awareness to
the world’s declining bee population. Nestled among
the honey locust trees in Dan Kiley’s landscape, four
bee houses designed by Alberto Kalach, Tatiana Bilbao
Studio, Rozana Montiel Arquitectos, and Manuel
Cervantes Estudio ask us to consider the importance
of bees everywhere.

i n s ta l l at i o n s p o n s o r

Ignition Arts

wa s h i n g t o n s t r e e t m aq u e t t e s

Alexander Girard

m at e r i a l s

Aluminum, wood, mirrored vinyl

fa b r i c at i o n pa r t n e r

McGuire Scenic

People for Urban Progress (Indianapolis IN) is a non-profit organization that
advances good design and civic sustainability by developing products and projects
that promote connectivity, responsible reuse, and making. Their work rethinks the
future of cities as it relates to the lifecycle of its materials, matching these resources
with existing community needs.
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University Design Research Fellowships

Viola Ago and Hans Tursack
North Christian Church, 1964 Eero Saarinen & Associates
While the iconic spire elevates the congregation towards
the heavens, North Christian Church’s abstract hexagonal
structure is set firmly into the ground, and rooted in
Dan Kiley’s masterful landscape scheme. The curvilinear
drive weaves through native hardwood trees and a small
meadow, while a magnolia grove surrounds the church
sanctuary and allées of maple trees line the edges of the
property creating a balanced environment, masterfully
designed and replete with natural splendor.

The University Design Research Fellowships highlight
current research by leading professors of architecture and
design working at public institutions in the Heartland.
These fellowships boldy spotlight innovative research
advancing the field and provide the rare opportunity for
faculty to exhibit their research within inspiring contexts.
Exhibit Columbus is proud to award six fellowships
to professors representing eight universities.

m at e r i a l s

Kalwall translucent FRP panels,
aluminum and carbon steel tubing,
machined aluminum connections
and aluminum display platforms,
3D printed connections
sponsor

Autodesk BUILDSPACE
Kalwall High Performance
Translucent
Building Systems
MIT Center for Art
Science & Technology (CAST)
MIT School of Architecture + Planning
OSU Knowlton School of
Architecture
ESL- Spectrum

Understorey is an ecological education center
highlighting samples of Southern Indiana’s geological
composition. The design plays with the recognizable
elements of a greenhouse—prefabricated materials,
plants, and artificial lighting—and recasts them
as both a sculptural gesture and educational tool
nested beneath the built canopy of Eero Saarinen’s
North Christian Church, and the natural umbrella
of Dan Kiley’s landscape.
Viola Ago and Hans Tursack share an interest in architecture as a visual and
material medium that blurs between designed forms, environmental context,
and human activities. Ago is the Christos Yessios Visiting Professor at the
Ohio State University Knowlton School of Architecture and Tursack is the
Pietro Belluschi Research Fellow at the MIT School of Architecture + Planning.

Sean Ahlquist
The Commons In the 1960s, J. Irwin Miller hired
Argentinian architect César Pelli to create a new shopping center and public space to reinvigorate downtown
as many left to the suburbs. In 2008, The Commons
was rebuilt by Koetter Kim & Associates as an indoor
public park and community space. Today you’ll find a
performance venue, restaurants, a playground featuring
a climbable sculpture designed by Copley Wolff Design
Group, and Chaos I (1974) the kinetic sculpture by Swiss
artist Jean Tinguely.
m at e r i a l s

CNC knitted textiles comprised
of Hytrel and high-performance
polyester, glass-fiber reinforced
polymer rods
sponsor

University of Michigan –
Taubman College of Architecture
and Urban Planning

Designed to engage neurodiverse individuals, such as
those with autism spectrum disorder, Playscape is a series
of sensory-responsive moments made of custom-knitted
fabrics and interactive lighting. Through extensive crossdisciplinary research, this installation embraces the
beneficial aspects of hyper-awareness to environmental
stimuli helping to foster a balanced state of well-being.
Playscape gives individuals the agency to craft their own
sensory experiences within an environment that offers
opportunities for social and collaborative play.
Sean Ahlquist is an associate professor of architecture at the University of Michigan
Taubman College of Architecture and Urban Planning. Through collaborations
with behavioral scientists, Ahlquist explores the relationships between human
interaction and material responsivity, and architecture’s ability to address inclusivity
for populations vulnerable to complex social and sensorial environments.

Presented By Deer Crossing Fund
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Christopher Battaglia

Daniel Luis Martinez and Etien Santiago

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, 1988 Gunnar Birkerts and
Associates In 1858 the German Lutheran Congregation,
then one of the fastest-growing congregations in
Columbus, built their first church here. Over 100 years
later, Gunnar Birkerts designed an impressive new church
recalling the old cathedrals of his native Latvia, and
capped with a 186-foot tall copper-clad spire. Before being
hired by the church, Birkerts was originally commissioned
to design the award winning Lincoln Elementary School
in 1967 with support from the Cummins Foundation
Architecture Program.

The Republic Building, 1971 Myron Goldsmith, Skidmore,
Owings & Merrill The history of newspaper publishing in
Columbus begins with Isaac M. Brown, whose family went
on to found The Republic. The Republic commissioned
this building as an architectural metaphor for freedom
of the press. Accordingly, the printing press and editorial
offices were wrapped in glass, placed for all to see at
the civic center of Columbus. In 2012 the building
was designated as a National Historic Landmark, and
today houses the J. Irwin Miller Architecture Program.

DE|stress is a 3D-printed concrete shell of 110 unique
panels. Computationally optimized to its specific form
and place, DE/stress adopts innovative technologies in
pursuit of concrete construction that is more sustainable,
formally responsive, and flexible. The vaulted space
invites community collaboration, gathering, and activity
under the shade, as well as providing an ideal place to
admire the surroundings as framed by its arches.
DE/stress is designed in collaboration with Martin Miller
of Cornell University.
Christopher A. Battaglia is the Design Innovation Fellow and an assistant teaching
professor at Ball State University’s Department of Architecture. Battaglia researches
innovative and efficient ways to spatialize concrete through additive manufacturing
and digital fabrication techniques.

m at e r i a l s

Laticrete MD- 31 3D printable
mortar, laser-cut painted steel, steel,
EcoVantage thermally-modified ash
wood, greensand mix (bentonite
clay, medium sand)
sponsors

Laticrete
Ball State University Academic
Excellence (AEG) Grant
CAP Makes Research Grant
ESL- Spectrum
Fuller Architectural Hardwoods
In-Situ Hands-On Learning Fund
Department of Architecture
Midwest Metals Inc.

m at e r i a l s

CNC-milled ultra-high-molecularweight polyethylene plastic panels,
painted steel frame
sponsor

ESL- Spectrum
Indiana University’s College
of Arts and Sciences Ostrom
Grants Program
Indiana Custom Fabrication
Indiana University MAD LABS
Tovey-Perry Co.

Entry Portal is an experiential passageway inviting guests
to visit the J. Irwin Miller Architecture Program’s public
gallery and to enjoy events held at the school. While the
Republic Building is set back from the urban fabric of
the city and has discreet entrances, this installation serves
as a bold new gateway—an embodiment of the school’s
desire to extend a welcoming hand to the local community
and visitors alike. Of course, doors open both ways, and
Entry Portal equally encourages students to engage with
and learn from Columbus’ unparalleled architectural
heritage, and the community that made it possible.
Daniel Luis Martinez and Etien Santiago are assistant professors in Indiana
University’s J. Irwin Miller Architecture Program based in Columbus, Indiana.
Their personal research investigates how new technologies relate to politics,
society, craft, and place.

Sean Lally and Matthew Wizinsky

Marshall Prado

First Christian Church, 1942 Saarinen and Saarinen
Eliel Saarinen’s First Christian Church is considered
the first modernist building in Columbus, and an early
example of a modern church in the United States.
The sanctuary and tower are bold reinterpretations of
Renaissance church forms with a highly improvisational
modernism, one that combines rational grids and
asymmetrical motifs. Interior elements were designed
by his son Eero, wife Loja, and Charles Eames.

North Christian Church, 1964 Eero Saarinen & Associates
Viewed from the outside, North Christian Church mediates between earth and sky, and at first glance appears
to be rising from the ground. The building’s form features
an interplay of receding and extruding angles that meld
into angled roof lines and lead to the iconic spire. Both
the building, Eero Saarinen’s last design before his death
in 1961, and Dan Kiley’s landscape, were recognized
as a National Historic Landmark in 2000.

The Long Now is a combination of two experiences:
one physical and one digital. The space includes
embedded heating and full spectrum lighting that creates
an environment tuned for human wellbeing. Through
augmented reality, 120 years of local climate data is
reimagined as a digital form under the existing tree
canopy. Shifting light particles above represent potential
changes in solar radiation and the Earth’s atmosphere,
while speculative plant life materializes in the grass.
The Long Now is an exploration of a world always being
designed and negotiated, where concepts of environment
and body are moments within a larger arch of time.
Sean Lally, associate professor in the School of Architecture at the University
of Illinois at Chicago, and Matthew Wizinsky, assistant professor in the College
of Design, Architecture, Art, and Planning at the University of Cincinnati, bring
complementary insights from their different disciplines — landscape architecture
and interaction design — to create work that bridges disciplinary boundaries.
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Concrete and steel perimeter,
resin lenses, full spectrum lighting,
subsurface heating cables, grass,
augmented reality overlays

m at e r i a l s

Carbon and glass fiber
reinforced plastic
sponsor

Owens Corning
Techmer PM
University of Tennessee – Knoxville,
College of Architecture + Design
Oak Ridge National Laboratory
Manufacturing Demonstration
Facility, Fiber and Composite
Manufacturing Facility
Teijin Carbon
SGL Carbon

The UTK Filament Tower advances the fields of
computational design and robotic fabrication of lightweight fiber composites into one of the tallest structures
of its kind. Standing at over 30 feet high, the tower
reimagines the hexagonal spire form pronounced in
North Christian Church and natural fibrous structures
found in nature. By advancing architectural uses of
carbon fiber that require less material for equal or
greater strength than traditional building materials,
UTK Filament Tower opens future possibilities for
sustainable and innovative construction and design.
Marshall Prado is an assistant professor of design and structural technology
at the University of Tennessee, and doctoral candidate at the Institute of
Computational Design at the University of Stuttgart. Prado researches the
integration of computation and fabrication techniques into material systems
and spatial design strategies.
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High School Design Team
:- D

Bartholomew Consolidated
School Corporation

The influence of architecture with which we are
surrounded in our youth affects our lives, our standards,
our tastes when we are grown, just as the influence of our
parents and teachers with which we are surrounded in
our youth affects us as adults. J. Irwin Miller

DENCITY reflects the connection between diversity
and density in Columbus. The pillars represent the growth
of both aspects within the community and the design
takes inspiration from the Bartholomew County Veteran’s
Memorial, as well as the campanile of First Christian
Church and the facade of St. Peter’s Lutheran Church,
both of which are visible from this site. Rooted around
a single tree, the columns vary in height, shape, and
space depicting the disbursement of the community away
from the city center. The central pillars represent the
voices of youth in Columbus today, and features a collage
of artwork created by high school students throughout
the county.

Columbus’ architectural legacy and its impact on the
community started with investments made in the
schools. The commissioning of innovative, well-designed
educational facilities helped create what can be seen
today: a quality, forward-thinking educational system.
Inspired by J. Irwin Miller’s vision, Exhibit Columbus
seeks to connect the next generation of the Columbus
community to its design heritage through the High School
Design Team. This installation is made possible through
the generous support provided by faculty and students
from North High School, East High School, and the
BCSC C4 Program.
Presented by the City of Columbus

Environmental Design and Wayfinding
The Environmental Design and Wayfinding unifies the
many facets of the exhibition through a system of colorcoded installation kiosks and an exhibition guide design
by Thirst, with complimentary guides in the form of a
Family Activity Guide designed by Rosten Woo, and
the Hear/Here app created by Halsey Burgund. Exhibit
Columbus considers Environmental Design and
Wayfinding as the 18th installation as it forms a continuous language that serves to inspire, educate, and connect
to Exhibit Columbus’ purpose and the exhibition theme.
Presented by Versteel

team leaders

Payton Donica
Dylan Gahimer
Arleth Landero Gonzalez
Chase Jones
Cameryn Kent
Maika Shibata
Cameron Swan
Darin Johnson, C4 Instructor
m at e r i a l s

Cement, pressure-treated lumber, acrylic, mill finish coil stock, solar lights

Family Activity Guide

Rosten Woo

Thirst

Presented by The Republic

Exhibit Columbus wants to provide an enjoyable and
meaningful experience for all ages. The Family Activity
Guide invites children and families to learn about
and interact with the exhibition, as well as interpret
Columbus’ design heritage.

Rick Valicenti of Thirst designed Exhibit Columbus’
identity and is responsible for the 2019 exhibition’s
environmental design and wayfinding material. Thirst’s
award-winning system was formed as a re-expression of
mid-century optimism, and aligns with Alexander Girard’s
color palette for the Miller House and Garden interiors
and Paul Rand’s enduring identity program for the
Columbus Area Visitors Center.

Rosten Woo (Los Angeles CA) is an artist, designer, writer, and educator who
produces civic-scale artworks and works as a collaborator and consultant to a
variety of grassroots and non-profit organizations. Through his design practice,
Woo helps people understand complex systems, re-orient themselves to places,
and participate in group decision-making.

Hear/Here App

Halsey Burgund

Presented by Columbus Indiana Architectural Archives

Hear/Here is an interactive location-based audio app
that offers an aural exploration of the exhibition and
invites visitors to upload their own voices. Historic audio
clips, insights from community members, and interviews
with exhibition participants come together in the
Hear/Here app—creating a new way to interact with the
exhibition and experience the city’s design legacy.

Thirst (Chicago IL) is a communication design practice that works extensively with
design, cultural, and civic communities. Their work lives at the threshold between art
and design, resulting in keepsake artifacts and unique experiences. Thirst believes
these things are integral to the human condition, it allows us to connect with one
another, and compels us to slow down and pay attention.
fa b r i c at i o n s p o n s o r

Versteel

Exhibition Walking Tours
Experience the exhibition with an Exhibition Walking
Tour offered through the Columbus Area Visitors Center.
Dedicated volunteer tour guides offer expertise in both
the 2019 exhibition and the unique design heritage
of Columbus. columbus.in.us/exhibit-columbus
Presented by Columbus Regional Health

Halsey Burgund (Boston MA) is a sound artist and musician who makes extensive
use of spoken human voice recordings as musical elements, alongside traditional
and electronic instruments. His work is a combination of socio-anthropological
‘research’, musical documentary, and contributory experience.
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There are close to a thousand people and a hundred
organizations that have supported, built, or volunteered
for the past two years to produce this exhibition. Exhibit
Columbus is grateful to all of the designers who have
given so generously of their time to imagine it; and
we are equally grateful to all who helped produce each
installation—those whose support we are aware, and
those who have helped in unseen ways. We could fill
every page of this guide with stories of extraordinary
contributions that have made the exhibition possible.

J. Irwin and Xenia S. Miller Prize
Heritage Fund — The Community Foundation
of Bartholomew County
Installation Sponsors: Bartholomew County FFA
Organizations, Columbus Area Visitors Center,
Efroymson Family Fund, Haddad Foundation,
Johnson Ventures
Washington Street Civic Projects
Elwood Staffing
Installation Sponsors: Columbus Museum
of Art and Design, Cummins Inc., Ignition Arts,
Schumaker Family, Zaharakos Ice Cream Parlor
University Design Research Fellowships
Deer Crossing Fund
High School Design Team
City of Columbus
Environmental Design and Wayfinding
Versteel
Exhibition Guide
The Miller Family
Family Activity Guide
The Republic

Invitation

Exhibit Columbus Team

If you are visiting from out of town, we hope that you feel
welcome here and enjoy exploring the exhibition and all
that the city has to offer. Many of the installations serve as
platforms or gathering places. They are invitations to you,
as a visitor or a resident, to create your own experience.
We hope that you bring the installations to life with your
friends and family, that you bring your community to the
exhibition, or that you consider joining a new community
at an installation.

Richard McCoy Managing Director
Anne Surak Artistic Director
Hannah Brokenshire Operations and
Communications Director
Ben Valentine Exhibition and Program Coordinator
Hadley Fruits Photographer
Janice Shimizu Curatorial Associate
Jonathan Nesci Curatorial Associate
Jeff Baker Volunteer Party Coordinator
John Pickett Volunteer Party Coordinator
Courtney X. Chatmon Exhibition and Program Assistant

We created Exhibit Columbus to continue the traditions
and reinforce the values that make Columbus an excellent
place, one that, as J. Irwin Miller said in 1964, should
strive to be “the very best community of its size in the
country … a community that is open in every single respect
to persons of every race, color and opinion that makes
them feel welcome and at home here … a community
which will offer their children the best education available
anywhere … a community of strong, outspoken churches,
of genuine cultural interests, exciting opportunities
for recreation …”
It is with this in mind that we titled the 2019 exhibition
Good Design and the Community because we are putting
on display what Columbus does best: trust in the value
of good design and work together. We believe this shows
that we will always be the most proud of what we create
together, instead of what we accomplish alone.
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About

Exhibit Columbus is the flagship event of Landmark
Columbus Foundation, whose mission is to care for
the design legacy of Columbus and inspire communities
to invest in architecture, art, and design to improve
people’s lives and make cities better places to live.
Exhibit Columbus is an annual exploration of architecture,
art, design, and community that alternates between
symposium and exhibition programming each year,
and features the J. Irwin and Xenia S. Miller Prize.

2019 Exhibition Presenting Sponsor: Cummins, Inc.

s ’n i c e d e s i g n by t h i r s t

Columbus, Indiana is home to one of the most significant
collections of modern architecture, art, and design
in the world—consisting of more than 80 buildings,
landscapes, and public works of art created by
internationally celebrated designers. Columbus’ most
significant architectural investments have been made
in schools, libraries, parks, civic amenities, health care
facilities, and affordable housing. This remarkable design
heritage remains a reflection of Columbus’ investment
in design excellence, providing an ideal environment to
explore how architecture, art, and design can improve
people’s lives and make cities better places to live.

