
CAPELA DO MONTE, PORTUGAL 
Designed by Alvaro Siza Vieira 
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The Capela do Monte (“Hillside Chapel”) is the focal point of the future Monte da 
Charneca Center. The Center, scheduled to open in early 2021, will offer visitors to 
Portugal’s Algarve region a peaceful, spirit-restoring retreat. Conceived by a Swiss- 
American couple, the Center has a non-denominational Christian chapel designed 
by the Pritzker Prize-winning architect Alvaro Siza Vieira.The Capela do Monte 
opened in March 2018. 

 
 

 
1. Southwest view from above, highlighting the chapel 
in the surrounding natural landscape of the Algarve. 

 
 

2. Southwest view of the chapel at dusk. 
 

3. West façade at night. A small lamp inside the chapel lights 
up the entrance patio. 

 
 

4. Northwest view of the chapel 
right after the sunset. 

 
 

5. Interior view of the chapel, facing east. At 
sunset, the light enters the chapel 
illuminating the altar area. 

 
 



 
6. Aerial view emphasizing the geometry of the chapel and its 
surrounding natural landscape. 

 

7. A view of south façade, highlighting the entrance of the chapel. 
 
 
 

8. The chapel is surrounded by natural landscape, making it a 
peaceful, spirit-restoring retreat. 
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9. A view from the outside platform 

 
 
 

10. Entrance patio of the chapel in the 
evening. The sun enters through the opening 
next to the floor, illuminating the chapel. 

 
 



   
11. Hand-painted tile panels 
designed by Alvaro Siza Vieira 
depicting the baptism of Christ. 

12. Hand-painted tile panels 
designed by Alvaro Siza Vieira 
depicting the birth of Christ. 

13. Hand-painted tile panels 
designed by Alvaro Siza Vieira 
depicting the death of Christ. 

 

 
14. Morning view of the entrance patio of the 
chapel, highlighting the tile panels drawn by 
Alvaro Siza Vieira. 

 

 
15. Interior view of the chapel with the morning 
light entering from above. 

 

16. At sunset, the light enters the chapel 
illuminating the altar area. 
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17. Interior view of the chapel with the 
morning light entering from above. 

 
18. Detail of the wooden chairs designed 
by Alvaro Siza 

 

 
19. Detail of the cross, designed for the 
chapel by Alvaro Siza. 

 

 
20. South view at dusk highlighting the entrance of the chapel. 21. Southwest view of the chapel in the morning. 

 

  
22. At night, the chapel is illuminated by moonlight. 23. North façade of the chapel at night. 
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