
Aleppo  C i t ade l  A i r  Vew

This is the second capital of Syria 350 
km north of Damascus, and one of the 
oldest continuously inhabited cities in 
history. Abraham (pbuh) is said to have 
camped on the acropolis which, long 
before his time, served as the foundation 
of a fortress where the Aleppo citadel is 
standing now. He milked his grey cow there, 
hence Aleppo’s name “Halab Al-Shahba”. 
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Aleppo Citadel  Entrance

The only entrance is through a tower in 
the south wall built in 1213 which defends 
the huge stone 8-arched bridge over the 20 
metre deep and 30 metre wide moat. The 
gateway is like a mini-castle in itself with 
five huge iron-plated doors, each on a corner 
of the zig-zagged passageway and which was 
pitch dark to slow down invaders. The 
doors could be shut to enable arrows fire 
and boiling oil to descend on their heads. 
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Inside the Sultan’s palace

The latter is built on the highest point of the 
Citadel and has a 21m high minaret (which 
played both a religious and military role) and 
has a stone paved court and fountain. The 
13th century Ayyubid palace has a patterned 
entrance porch inlaid with white marble. 
The 15th century throne room was restored 
in the 1970s in a sympathetic manner 
to the original and the amphitheatre 
was completely renovated in the 1980s. 
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Main gatehouse, Throne..


