
S32 Fintech District

New Sassetti Tower designed by L22 Urban & Building is the hub of the 
newly constructed Fintech district, an urban area aimed at developing 
innovative, technological finance. Created by SELLALAB to represent 
the Italian fintech community, this new ecosystem is designed to help 
it grow along international lines, promoting cooperation and business 
partnerships between the various players in the industry (businesses, 
financial institutions and fintech bodies). The professional people and 
start-ups to be accommodated in the building were chosen very carefully 
by Copernico with technological innovation constantly in mind.
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Credits
Client: Invesco Real Estate
Completion date: November 2017
Location: Via Sassetti 33/2, Milan
Area: 6.000 sqm
Type of  building: Office block 

L22 services: Due diligence; building analysis, concept; 
architectural, plant-engineering and structural design; authorisation 
procedures; acoustic studies and passive requisites; VVF project and 
certification; safety coordination; works management; fit-out 

Certifications: LEED Platinum for LEED 2009 for Core & Shell 
Development – procedure currently being carried out by L22

The restructuring of the 
tower at 32/2 Via Sassetti 
commissioned by Invesco 
Real Estate, which bought 
the property in 2015, was 
instantly a success. The asset 
was, in fact, purchased in its 
entirety by Banca Sella.  
The first eight floors of the 
office building are taken up  
by Copernico with Banca 
Sella occupying levels 9-11. 
The 12th floor is a coworking.  
The 13th floor accommodates 
a new events space managed 
by Copernico.
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The tower is located in the Porta Nuova 
district and can be accessed across a 
pedestrian square in front of  new Palazzo 
Lombardia along viale Restelli in the 
downtown area extending from the Isola 
district east towards a recently developed 
area culminating in the building 
accommodating the Regional Council. 
This area has recently become a sort  
of  “new city centre” for Milan, both  
a commercial and residential hub.
L22’s design approach is based around 
a very cutting-edge vision in which 
maximising the efficiency and flexibility 
of  this future office space is combined 
with an innovative facade design, 
smoothly flowing spaces, and views  
from the inside towards the outside  
and vice-versa. 

Built in 1990-1992 based on a structural 
design by the engineers Franco Morini 
and Emilio Pereira from the Morini 
Progetti associate engineering firm, 
the building - completely renovated 
by L22 Urban & Building - has a glass 
curtain facade featuring an overlapping 
pattern of  slender horizontal and vertical 
elements designed to focus on both the 
layout of  different levels and the facade’s 
structural grid. 
 
The redevelopment project is focused  
on emphasising the building’s presence  
in the square out in front, maximising  
its height to enhance a sense of  
verticality. The construction floats above 
an all-glass double-height entrance.  
 
The project was designed along the lines 
of  elegance and timelessness. Sassetti 
Tower has a powerful identity that  
is a far cry from fleeting trends.
Change keeps on generating change  
in the dynamic Porta Garibaldi area.

Interaction with the city
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The facade grid has been extended 
beyond the terrace to emphasise the 
vertical nature of  the tower, while 
Santafiore Lavagrigia stone cladding in 
the form of  columns and architraves  
has been added on at ground-floor level.  
The imposing row of  columns covered 
with Santafiore Lavagrigia stone 
emphasises the base’s solidity and makes 
the upper section look more elegant.

The elevation

Main elevation - current status

Main elevation - project

New crowing 
element 

New curtain wall

Detailed section - project
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Square view elevation

Facade detail

Facade detail Square view
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View from via Sassetti

Emergency stairs and loggia detail

Plant engineering detail View from via Sassetti
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The building has been reconnected to 
the city: the entrance gates facing the 
square have been completely removed 
to open up the first floor to create visual 
continuity and make full use of  the 
available spaces. The interior layout  
has also been completely revamped.
On the outside, there is a row of  double-
height columns since a mezzanine level 
only takes up a small central part  
of  the building’s base: the double-height 
hall announces change right from  
the entrance. 

On the inside it is both a reception 
area and a functionally dynamic rest 
area for congregating and organising 
work meetings. The first and second 
underground levels hold the archives, 
parking facilities and systems, which had 
been moved there from the 12th floor 
that is now used for offices again. These 
floors will also incorporate amenities for 
people using the tower, such as locker 
rooms and a small gym. The 3rd-5th 
underground levels are used for parking.

Ground floor

Ground floor - current status Ground floor - project

Creation of 
a double-height lobby 

by closing the entrance 
at ground floor

New entrance
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The office levels have been totally 
renovated to focus on enhancing the 
workplace’s efficiency and flexibility. 
Each of  them has been given its own 
loggia located at the rear, so as not to 
interfere with the structural unity along 
the main front.

Break area

Open space

Typical floor plan

Creation of a 
loggia in each 

floor 

Closing of 
elevator lobbies

Typical floor plan - current status Typical floor plan - project
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Hall

Loggia

Elevator lobbies Meeting room
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Two stairwells interact directly with 
the area outside the ground floor. An 
outside service lift, which also acts as a 
fire escape if  needed, provides access to 
every floor of  the tower right up to the 
new 13th-floor terrace. Shifting some 

I nuovi piani

of  the GFS – gross floor area - from 
the terraces, communal mezzanine, 
and landings around the lifts, has freed 
up space for a new 13th level and for 
converting the 12th floor to offices, which 
previously only accommodated technical 

rooms. The attic level stands out for its 
spacious terrace (approximately 270 
square metres) landscaped with trees and 
pot plants, its 360° view across the city, 
and an events room incorporating in 
closed and ancillary spaces.

Section - current status

Creation of a 
terrace and a space 
for events

Enlargement 
of the double-
height lobby

Converting of 
the equipment 
room to open 
space

Section - project
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New terrace, 13th floor

New terrace, 13th floor

Open space\event area, 12th floor Internal stair, 13th floor
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Procedures are underway for awarding 
Sassetti Tower platinum-level 
LEED (Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design), certification 
that the building meets a number of  
important standards in terms of  savings 
on resources, energy efficiency, choice 
of  materials, low-energy lighting, and 
the quality of  its interiors.

LEED certification

Energy analysis
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Company profile

Press contact
 
Luisa Castiglioni
luisa@press-office.co 
+39 346 33 13 804

Paolo Facchini  -  Partner & Chairman

Franco Guidi  -  Partner & CEO

Alessandro Adamo  -  Partner & Architect

Marco Amosso  -  Partner & Architect

Elda Bianchi  -  Partner & CFO

Roberto Cereda  -  Partner & Engineer

Adolfo Suarez  -  Partner & Architect
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L22 Urban & Building

The Lombardini22 Group’s business unit specialising in 
the architectural design of commercial, cultural, residential 
and newly constructed buildings, as well as constructions 
in need of renovation, notably offering cutting-edge 
expertise in deep retrofitting. Important, complex projects 
incorporating numerous elements: functional-organisational 
renovation, upgrading of architectural image, creation 
of a stimulating and functional workplace, energy-model 
optimisation, and upgrading of surroundings. It has 
special expertise in place-making and town-planning, 
infrastructures and masterplans. 

LOMBARDINI22

A leading group on the Italian architecture and 
engineering scene, it operates internationally through 
five brands: L22, specialising in architectural design 
and engineering with its own urban & building, retail, 
and engineering & sustainability business units; DEGW, 
a leading company in strategic consultancy about work 
methods and interaction between physical space and 
corporate performance; FUD Brand Making Factory, 
focusing on physical branding and communication design; 
CAP DC focusing on Data Centers and Eclectic Centers 
for hospitality projects. Lombardini22 is now a workshop 
employing over 160 people, a dynamic and creative 
workplace, which is the third-ranked architecture firm in 
Italy in terms of turnover.


