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PRESS RELEASE 

BDG ARCHITECTURE + DESIGN COMPLETE DIGITAL CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE FOR SKY 
 

BDG architecture + design was appointed by Sky in February 2015 to create ‘Digital Centre of Excellence’ 

northern hub for Sky. BDG worked with Sky to review  a number of buildings in Leeds leading to the selection and 

development of an occupation strategy of three buildings along the dock side in Leeds.  

 
BDG undertook the Cat A and B design of the new centre to accommodate over 700 staff in a total of 6,500m2 of 

space.  

 

The buildings were double height empty shells, previously retail units in a mixed-use development. BDG worked 

with Sky to develop the internal cores, new mezzanine floors, vertical circulation and flexible workspace creating a 

dynamic campus with a ‘tech start-up’ mentality, to attract and retain new staff from technology graduates to 

experienced digital delivery professionals. 

 

 Specialist facilities include small live to air tv studio; edit suites; user experience lounge and test labs alongside 

the workplace and support functions of the office. 

 
Now fully operational, Matt Grest, the Sky director responsible for the centre commented: 

 
“A workspace should be considered a productivity tool, not just a box to store your staff in, and this is exactly what 

we’ve got at Sky at Leeds Dock. We worked very closely with BDG over a period of months to design a 

workspace that would facilitate the way we wanted to do business, and I’m delighted with the outcome. It looks 

great, but more importantly, the workspace is contributing to increased productivity across my teams”. 
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Neil Usher, Workplace Director at Sky says: 

 

“The simple, striking and vibrant space right on the waterfront is a natural fit with the building and its surroundings, 

and sets Sky apart as a fantastic place to work in Leeds. It's up there with the most inspiring tech innovation 

spaces you'll find anywhere right now.” 

Clive Hall, Director at BDG comments: 

 

“The brief provided by Sky represented a significant opportunity for them to establish this new enterprise in Leeds, 

distinct from their other facilities in the city. It is intended to attract people who really want to work for Sky, whilst 

providing a catalyst to re-energise the products and markets. As such, this new workspace is a trail blazer for Sky 

in the region. 

 

End. 

  
Notes to Editor 
  
BDG architecture + design is an international architecture and design consultancy focusing on strategy, architecture and design for corporate, 
public sector and education clients for new build, refurbishment and heritage projects. 
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