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PROGRAMME  
 

Construction and design of 2 silos for a cement distribution center,  
including a quality control building and space for offices,  

in one of Paris’s muting urban areas.



THE CONTEXT  

The project is located 5 meters away from Paris eastern ring road, 
at the end of Zac Rive Gauche’s large development district. Ur-
ban studies conducted by Ateliers LION since 2000, as well as new   
Urban regulation (PLU) updated in 2010, have made room for a new 
Bruneseau Nord neighborhood. This project is characterized by high 
rise buildings and mixed programs where architecture and infrastruc-
ture meet. To allow for this new development, the city of Paris has 
asked CIMENTS CALCIA to give up their existing distribution center 
located near the Seine, and offered a new site closer to the existing 
rails out of Austerlitz station. SEMAPA undertook the building of this 
new project for CIMENTS CALCIA.

Pre-requisites  

The project, which transforms an industrial facility into an ur-
ban sculpture, is to be considered as the first step of a 
process to transform the new Bruneseau Nord site.    

3 conditions were called for to make this building possible:  

•	the	urban	and	political	vision	to	extend	the	city	to	the	East	with	a	
pedestrian link from Paris to Ivry. The existing centre was linked to 
the rail network via a single rail line that cut diagonally through 
the neighborhood. The new building obviously needed to be  
moved to allow for this new large development.

•	the	desire	to	develop	this	forgotten	industrial	area,	despite	the	dif-
ficulties linked to the many existing networks and technical issues 
or urban rules, as well as the decision to maintain this industrial 
activity within the city’s new fabric.

•	the	presence	of	a	contractor	such	as	Vinci	TPI,	specialized	in	ci-
vil engineering structures was needed to raise the main silos and 
gave us a rare chance to design buildings with unusual tools and 
resources, usually reserved for large infrastructure design.

 THE arCHiTECT PrOjECT 

«This project is the first step to develop Paris’s new Eastern district. 
The initial question for us cleary was to insert the project in the  
coming urban project and bring in «bold design» to the industral 
plant. The project was long to design at first, due to high stakes 
and its noticeable location along Paris’ ring road - Europe’s busiest 
freeway with an average 300.000 vehicles a day. The initial 50 meter 
high silos project was rejected during the building approval phase - 
despite urban planning and new regulations allowing for high rises, 
and we were asked to redesign a 37 m high project to fit Paris’s usual 
maximum height. This implied new major constraints. The silos had to 
be widened to 20m to allow for the same volume of cement, making 
the site almost too small to hold the program.

At this stage in june 2011, we had one weekend to design a whole 
new project and be ready for a last chance meeting, attended by 
every authority involved with the project. These constraints called for 
a bold and clear project.
By that time, it was obvious that Calcia - who would be running the 
center - would prefer materials that promote their people’s skills and 
business of making and selling cement, to erect wonderful buildings 
around the city.

Our answer was what it is now: first, the main silos had to be in-
serted in the one and only position that allowed for all existing flux 
and networks to work. Then the quality control center , because it 
had to rest on ground, was slided underneath the “peripherique”. 
The office building was set right on the property limit and high on 
pilars for trucks to come in below. The whole program could then 
be linked together by a vertical cylinder housing a stair and lift. 
The project had become quite simple: the whole program,  
including offices and quality control center, was inserted in 5 different 
indiviual silos, all made of concrete, rising from the ground surfaced 
with concrete too».











a SUSTaiNaBLE PrOjECT:

 
« Considering the new urban project, it was obvious that our existing plant 
had to be moved if we wanted to keep our activity running in Bruneseau,  says 
Jerome Lestringant, general manager  for  CIMENTS CALCIA’s distribution 
centers in France. The catchment area of our existing center in Tolbiac was 
quite concentrated and dense: around 80% of our clients are within 30 km 
around the site. We obviously wanted to stay near them » 

Stay as close as possible to the city  

« The key quality for the existing plant in Tolbiac rests in its strategic position at 
the heart of the city. While 100% of the cement comes upstream by train, the 
last few kilometers made downstream by truck by our clients, is usually done 
in the opposite direction from main urban traffic directions. Moving the plant 

away from this position would have increase truck movements by15 000 a 
year, in the direction identival to the already oversaturated general traffic.» 

« Our aim was to create a sustainable project, says M. Lestringant. We wanted 
to maintain the rail delivery, and to keep the possibility to supply our cement via 
the nearby Seine. That was another incentive to stay close to our old site. The city 
of Paris heard our arguments and approved our plans. They rightly considered 
that our proposal fitted with their vision of preserving mixed uses in the new 
Bruneseau district. »

 
a PiECE OF arT

A work of art, imagined by Laurent Grasso is currently being tested. It will give 
yet another dimension to this already atypical urban project.
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Fin de la phase de coulage 1 

A raison de 2 cm par heure, il a fallu deux semaines de travail
ininterrompu pour culminer à 35 mètres au dessus du sol.
 
Une rampe d’éclairage temporaire a été installée pour mesurer
l’éffet de la prochaine installation de l’oeuvre de l’artiste 
Laurent Grasso.

vib architecture

The Paris based multicultural team comprises 
around twenty architects. Depending on pro-
ject programs and complexity, they can expand 
their design team with specialists and partners 
with expertise in landscaping, engineering, 
economy, and acoustic or scenography – that 
fit their creative and sustainable way of design.

Over the years, vib architecture has acquired 
serious experience in the design and build of 
multiple projects, incluing offices, residential, 
research centers, educational or cultural faci-
lities throughout France, in places like Paris, 
Versailles,	Toulouse,	Caen,	Bordeaux	or	Stras-
bourg….

The office first appeared on the international 
radar in 2005 when awarded the “Prix de la 
1ere oeuvre” by the Moniteur, for a Brain Ima-
gery research center built in Caen and when 
they received significant attention from the ar-
chitectural press.
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Bettina Ballus - architecte associée

Graduated from the Technische Univer-
sität Braunschweig in 1999, with a de-
gree in engineering and architecture. 

Bettina Ballus was born in Germany and 
started studying at the Technische Universität 
Braunschweig in 1991 until 1995 when she 
spent	a	year	at	the	la	Villette	Architecture	Scho-
ol in Paris. She graduated back in Germany in 
1999 but having lived many years just across 
the border, decided to make her dream come 
true and moved to Paris. Her professional ex-
perience led her to Jacques Ripault or Jean-
Paul	Viguier’s	offices,	where	she	grew	a	sense	
for creation and for managing large projects. 
She worked to design, develop and construct 
several buildings in France and abroad, in 
various fields – cultural, academics, medical, 
commercial, residential, offices, large scale 
tours.

Bettina has been involved in the office since 
2001 and has taken the firm to a new level of 
professionalization, thanks to her unique sense 
of design, project management and sustai-
nable engineering.

Franck Vialet - architecte associé

Graduated in Architecture from Sydney’s Uni-
versity / B.Sc.Arch.(1991) and from the Ecole 
d’architecture	de	Versailles	in	1998.

Franck took advantage of a long stay in Aus-
tralia to get his HSC/A levels/Baccalaureate 
and started studying architecture. He first gra-
duated from Sydney’s University in 1991, but 
promising European perspective decided him 
to move back to France the same year. 

He went on studying with Olivier Girard at 
the	architectural	School	of	Versailles	where	he	
completed his degree in 1998. Before the end 
of his curriculum, he was noticed on the archi-
tectural scene by winning a design competi-
tion	and	constructing	a	Peace	Memorial	in	Val	
de Rueil, with Dominique Jakob and Brendan 
MacFarlane. 

Over the years, Franck worked with Jean Nou-
vel and François Seigneur. He teamed up with 
Bettina	Ballus	in	2001	and	founded	Vialet	Ar-
chitecture in 2002.




