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STAGE ONE CONSTRUCTS IMPRESSIVE UK PAVILION FOR MILAN EXPO 2015

Under the title ‘Grown in Britain & Northern Ireland’, the UK’s response to the Milan Expo’s theme
‘Feeding the Planet, Energy for Life’ is a 1,910 square metre Pavilion boasting an impressive design
and complex structure, successfully delivered by creative construction and manufacturing company
Stage One.

Award-winning British talent has been selected by UK Trade & Investment (UKTI) to conceive and
build the Pavilion for the World Expo 2015 opening in Milan on the 1** of May. It is developed around
the concept of the beehive and how new research and technology are helping to address food
security and biodiversity.

Designed by Nottingham-based artist Wolfgang Buttress in collaboration with engineer Tristan
Simmonds and Manchester-based architectural practice BDP, the immersive Pavilion has been
entirely manufactured and constructed by York-based firm Stage One.

Appointed as main contractor by UKTI before the design competition was awarded, Stage One was
involved in the selection of the winning design, advising the judging panel on the feasibility of the
shortlisted schemes.

Visitors to the Pavilion follow the dance of a bee, travelling through a series of landscapes. The
experience starts with a journey through an orchard, followed by a wildflower meadow and on to an
impressive centrepiece: The Hive, a 14m-cubed sculptural element that uses light and sound to
simulate the activity of a real beehive.

Machined and fabricated at Stage One’s factory just outside York, the Hive is constructed from
169,300 individual aluminium components. Assembled in 32 horizontal layers, the structure
comprises three main components: chords, rods and nodes. The concentric zig-zag shaped chords
form the main body of the hive and are connected to rods measuring up to one-metre long. Semi-
circular nodes located at the intersections of the overlapping chords provide connection points for
the rods.

Fundamental to the Hive concept is the spherical void in the centre of the Hive, which allows people
to walk inside and experience the sensory representation of the bees’ activity. The LED light fittings,
embedded into the aluminium node components, glow and pulsate to represent the activity
captured via an accelerometer within a real beehive located almost a thousand miles away in
Nottingham.



Adam Wildi, Senior Project Director at Stage One, said:

“Being appointed as Main Contractor for the UK Pavilion at Milan Expo 2105 was real validation for
Stage One as a significant player in the field of complex demountable architecture. Our client UKT&I
was particularly enlightened and allowed us to manage the project in an efficient and controlled
manner. There have been challenges in terms of sheer volume of Hive components and a very
compressed programme. Nevertheless, we are delighted to have created an astonishing pavilion in
time for the opening of Expo on 1*" of May.”

The intricate structure and the logistical complexities overcome by the project’s team demonstrate
Stage One’s expertise in delivering installations and pavilions for architectural, artistic and
entertainment events, such as Olympic Games Ceremonies and every Serpentine Gallery Pavilion
since 2009.
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Project Team

Artist and creative lead: Wolfgang Buttress

Pavilion manufacture and production: Stage One

Structural engineers: Simmonds Studio

Architecture, landscape architecture and environmental engineering: BDP
Physicist and bee expert: Dr Martin Bencsik
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Notes to Editors

Stage One

Winner of a 2013 Queen’s Award for Continuous Innovation, Stage One works within the architecture, theatre and event
industries. The company’s unique strength is their ingenuity — finding ways to realise the creative visions of their clients.
Established for over 25 years, Stage One combines design, engineering and technology to deliver astonishing impact on a
global platform. From launches to installations, from architecture to ceremonies, the company creates things that people
remember forever. Their clients and partners are the world’s most creative minds and the best technical producers in
construction, architecture, engineering, entertainment, corporate events and art.

For more information please visit: www.stageone.co.uk
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UK at Milan Expo 2015

The UK is participating at the World Expo 2015 in Milan from 1 May to 31 October. ‘Feeding the Planet, Energy’ for Life is
the core theme. 145 nations are participating, including the UK’s major political and trading partners, in addition to the
United Nations, the European Union, the European Organisation for Nuclear Research and a host of NGOs. Milan Expo
2015 offers a global platform to promote UK international agendas and showcase how British innovation, creativity and
global leadership is helping to feed the planet.

The UK’s participation theme for Milan Expo 2015 is ‘Grown in Britain & Northern Ireland’, led by UK Trade & Investment
(UKTI) with support from seven HM Government departments. The stand-out UK Pavilion is inspired by the crucial role
played by pollination in providing the food that we eat. It offers visitors a unique experiential journey taken from the
perspective of the honeybee and forms the platform for a programme of UK business, science and cultural events, linked to
the leading role the UK plays in overcoming global challenges.

For more information please visit: www.gov.uk/milanexpo2015
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