
PEI PARTNERSHIP ARCHITECTS 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                              MEDIA CONTACT: 
August 7, 2014                         Gina Bedoya 

Director of Communications 
bedoya@ppa-ny.com 

+1 212 674 9000

 
CAPITAL OF SIX DYNASTIES TO CELEBRATE THE OPENING OF  

NEW MUSEUM! 
 

 

Southeast street view, museum entrance 

 

(Nanjing, China – August, 2014) Nanjing, the capital city of Jiangsu Province of China, is 

preparing for several important events this summer, in addition to the 2014 Youth Olympics; 

Nanjing will witness the opening of The Six Dynasties Museum scheduled to open on 11th 

August, 2014.  The Six Dynasties Museum is part of The Nanjing Hanfujie Plaza Complex, the 

other component of the plaza is a luxury hotel operated by Starwood Hotels that is scheduled 

to open on March, 2015. 
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History 

Nanjing, having been the capital of China on several occasions, has a prominent place in 

Chinese history and culture. Located in the lower Yangtze River drainage basin and Yangtze 

River Delta economic zone, Nanjing has long been one of China's most important cities. Having 

been the capital city of six different dynasties since 3 A.D., it is recognized as one of the Four 

Great Ancient Capitals of China. 

 

The Six Dynasties Museum and Nanjing Hanfujie Plaza Complex  

Project Design Description  

The Six Dynasties Museum and Nanjing Hanfujie Plaza complex occupies a key site adjacent to the 

historic Nanjing Presidential Palace and includes the Nanjing Six Dynasties Museum, a Boutique Hotel 

and parking.  

The project site is located on the east end of Changjiang Road on the former Hanfujie bus station site. To 

its east are the Meiyuan Village and an Air Force property; to its west the former Presidential Palace; to 

its south are Changjiang Road and the Jiangsu Provincial Art Museum; to its north is an existing 

residential complex. Both the Presidential Palace and the Meiyuan Village are national historical 

landmarks.   

The design scheme takes full advantage of the site configuration and program complexity and responds 

to the unique location and context of the Nanjing Presidential Palace across the street. The building is 

organized in two nested L-shaped volumes with a Chinese garden on the third level in the heart of the 

complex.  

The Museum volume projects forward to the south to distinguish the Museum entrance from the rest of 

the complex as well as to create a plaza along this main road in front of the hotel volume. 

The building complex is unified inside and out by the use of two materials that dominate the exterior of 

the building: a beige limestone which covers the walls and the glass of the fenestrations and skylights.  

Museum Component 

The museum is mainly organized as an L-shaped volume along the east and north side of the site. The 

main entrance is located on the site’s Southeast corner facing Changjiang Road.  
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The double-height Museum entrance is carved underneath the museum’s stone volume of the 

Southeast façade. The all-glass canopy resting above the entryway frames the main entrance to the 

museum.   

Inside the museum an entrance gallery leads visitors to the monumental atrium covered by a grand 

skylight. It is in this grand space that visitors enter the Museum Galleries on the 2 and 3 Level and Level 

B-1 to view the preserved Ancient Relic Wall. An exhibition gallery is also located on the ground level 

adjacent to the museum’s secure loading dock. A VIP Room and the Museum Shop are located at the 

Ground Level, a Conference Room at the 2 Level and the Café at the 3 Level.  

The grand staircase at the north end of the atrium leads visitors to the Level 2 mezzanine where the 

Museum’s second gallery is located. A grand staircase and escalators connects to the B- 1 level to the 

Museum’s Ancient Relic Wall Hall and museum’s support facilities.   

On Level 2, visitors take two grand staircases connecting the Museum galleries dedicated to permanent 

exhibitions. A visitor’s elevator and restrooms are conveniently located south of the atrium on each 

mezzanine and level B-1.  

The Six Dynasties Museum building is designed to house the Nanjing City’s Six Dynasties collection, a 

time in China’s history when all branches of arts, including calligraphy, fine arts, carvings and sculpture 

flourished.  It is our belief that its architecture should not compete with the museum’s main purpose, 

but should rather provide the appropriate background.    

The elegant yet restrained design of the relic objects of the Six Dynasties period, such as carved brick 

figurines, ceramic decorated with lotus blossom’s petals and leaves, and carved gold ornaments serve as 

an inspiration to us for the design of the Museum’s building. This is present in the case of the design of 

the main entrance glass canopy inspired by a transparent glass jar from Eastern Jin Dynasty found in 

Xianheguan. 

The Museum Main Entry Façade rises 20 meters in limestone, characteristic of the overall Museum 

complex. The monumentality of the contemporary stone wall provides for the appropriate background 

to the Museum Logo inspired on the tile-end with Human-Mask from the Wu Dynasty, Three Kingdoms 

period.   
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The Museum Main Façade can be left dark during the night when the Museum is closed and/or with just 

enough light illuminating the Museum’s main lobby. However, the Main entrance can be also lit for a 

grand opening exhibition or a major event providing for the appropriate atmosphere to those special 

night events.  

 A visitor entering the Museum will be drawn by openness and spacious lobby framed by the stone-

cladded fins of the Museum entrance.    

During off-hours the Museum Main Lobby is closed by a full-height two-leaf sliding gate restricting 

access to the Museum from the lobby.  

The Six Dynasties Museum building is all about displaying the wonders of this great period in China’s 

history. Its contemporary architecture, combined with the unique Six Dynasties-inspired key elements, 

makes this space a unique learning journey experience. 

Hotel Component 

The hotel’s main entrance is located along Dongjian Road on a quieter street and directly across the 

Presidential Palace. The hotel is mainly organized in two volumes: a 2-level volume with a roof garden 

on the 3rd Level and a 6-level volume with hotel rooms facing the garden, the streets and the 

Presidential Palace beyond. In addition, Level 6 of the hotel is all suites expending above the Museum 

North Wing and the hotel’s wing east of the roof garden has rooms with terraces on each level facing 

the Roof Garden and The Presidential Palace. 

A 2-story atrium covered by a skylight brings natural light to the hotel lounge lobby on the ground level 

and the Hotel’s amenities on the second level.  

The main hotel amenities are organized in two levels at Level 2 and on the B-1 level.  

Access to the Hotel Amenity 2 lobby is directly through the main plaza facing Changjiang Road. 

Additional access to the underground Hotel Amenity 2 Level is provided by means of a main staircase 

located on the main plaza. This staircase is being designed to serve as an egress stair as well.  
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Building Height 

 The complex is set to a maximum building height at roof level of 24.00 meters. However, the entire 

complex is set to recognize a 21-meter building height limitation: The building at the Museum’s north 

façade is primarily set back from the edge at elevation 20.460 meters to reduce the apparent building 

height and to comply with the shadow requirements on the residential building to the north. At the 

Hotel’s south wing the complete perimeter edge at the 21-meter elevation slopes inward at 6 Level to a 

façade profile below a 45-degree angle.  

This approach through the complex will preserve the applicability of the sun study on the Museum’s 

north façade and allows us to respond with a lower building profile towards the Presidential Palace. In 

addition, this approach allows us to provide a complete top Level 6 floor of hotel-suites with terraces 

and Hotel Amenity 1 with terraces with views. 

Site Circulation, Services and Parking Component 

The building can be approached from the south via Han Fu Street with the Museum in the foreground; 

and from east to west via Changjiang Road. Dongjian Road which runs north-south has been widened to 

provide a two-way circulation along the street in front of the building but designed to preserve the 

historic Dongjian road’s look. There is a one-way private road along the north and east sides of the 

complex for fire department access as well as for access to underground parking and truck dock services 

located at ground level along the north part of the road. All the service distribution for the complex is 

handled from a single point at the north façade of the building where services elevators to B-1 Level are 

located.  

Level B2 is an 8-meter MEP level with a portion of this floor split to accommodate 2 parking levels at 4-

meters’ height each. The building’s bomb shelter area is also located here. Parking for bicycles is on the 

B-1 level and can be accessed by means of a ramp located at the north end of the private road along the 

east side of the complex.  
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Southwest Bird’s Eye View 

 

 

 
West View – Museum and Hotel Entrance 
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Southwest Street View - Hotel, Plaza and Museum Entrance 

 

 
Museum Atrium View 
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About Pei Partnership Architects 

 

Pei Partnership Architects, established in 1992 and located in New York City, is a full-service, 

international design practice that focuses on a single goal: design excellence.  

 

Founding partners Chien Chung (Didi) Pei and Li Chung (Sandi) Pei are dedicated to design commitment, 

innovation and distinction. Their design values are based on the belief that architecture should be 

thoughtful, well-built and respond to societal needs. Pei Partnership Architects’ ethos, “respect for the 

past and responsiveness to present needs in the pursuit of enduring architecture,” is the foundation of 

the firm’s entire body of work. 

 

Pei Partnership Architects’ approach to design starts with a thorough understanding the uniqueness of 

each project. Design solutions integrate building elements in a synthesized and comprehensive manner, 

always intending to meet the needs of the client and the occupants. In striving for design excellence, Pei 

Partnership Architects considers not only immediate site conditions but also a larger context—both 

physical and cultural. All design takes into account the natural environment and sustainability and aims 

to create a positive impact for future development in the area. 

 

Throughout its 21 years of practice, Pei Partnership Architects has been engaged in the design of high-

profile projects both very large and small, including high-rise towers, healthcare facilities, institutional 

buildings, museums and corporate headquarters, as well as urban master plans and waterfront parks. 

The firm’s international practice extends around the globe to include projects in the United States, 

Mexico, Brazil, Canada, Europe, Asia, Africa and the Middle East. 

 

The partners and senior members of the firm focus on forging strong, long-term relationships with 

clients as sound client ties are the most important contributor to the firm’s long term success. These 

relationships are cultivated by providing superior, pro-active and timely personal service. Open 

communication with clients creates a productive working environment, sparks creativity and allows 

clients to fully share in the common project vision. 

 

Employee talent is the cornerstone of their success. The firm has an environment where the staff meets 

fresh, exciting design challenges and there is a platform that is open to innovation. 
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