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The goal of the project was to satisfy a multiuse complex, regenerating an 
abandoned site with a large seven-story Juvenile Prison building, and a 
small Pre-K School. 
The original ideal solution was to reuse as much of the existing structure 
of the Detention Center as possible, or at least salvage it for new 
construction. However, even though the iterations of the massings were 
kept simple, the new “building” orientations made it difficult to prevent 
demolition work.
Therefore, it was decided that it would not only be easier to demolish the 
exisitng structures, but to regrade the whole site to accomodate for the 

much anticipated underground parking garage that will also be proposed.

Iteration 1:
Three “Linear” residential towers at ten storeys each would house 
150 units. The tower along Tiffany Street would cantilever over the 
grocery store. The middle tower would cantilever over the cafe and 
living machine. The third would have open perspective to the “Plant-
ed Plaza” and Performance Building (as shown right.) The Building 
along Manida Street would house the culinary program and the pre-k 
school with ampitheatre seating on the roof facing the performance 
building enrty courtyard.

Iteration 2:
Two “L” shape ten-storey towers would form a square system with an 
open, yet private central courtyard for residents. A “Cube” would 
act as a keystone for the towers to offer a grand community space 
with a beautiful view of the Ocean and Midtown Manhattan. The 
cantilever effect would still enclose the grocery, cafe, and living 
machine. The Performance building would still be separated by a 
“planted plaza”, but the rooftop theatre seating is no longer pro-
posed, and the Pre-K/Culinary building is less integrated socially, 
but moreso structurally now with a ramp that allows for rooftop 
access to the Performance building’s green roof.

Iteration 3:
One continuous form from ten storeys to two would snake the entire 
site in almost a “figure of eight” orientation, remaining narrow for 
maximum daylighting, while presenting the inverse to the topography 
in elevation. As the terrain level increases, the building would 
decrease and vice-versa. The program remained the same, but changed 
locations (see diagrams right). This final scheme was about creating 
public green spaces, as well as making the insides transparent, even 
though the form in schematic appears monolithic. Using the whole 
site integratively was much more advantageous, because it becomes 
safer, and a multisensory community within itself. Iteration 2 Iteration 3


