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Cathedral Square, Cologne

Through the reconfiguration of its surrounding square, the Cathedral is restored as an imposing 
presence within the Cologne skyline and liberated from the layers of edifice that have been super-
imposed for decades. The overall strategy for the Cathedral environment is the result of an urban 
planning competition initiated by the City of Cologne. The aim was to develop a master plan for the 
square surrounding the cathedral, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. In a moderated workshop scenario, 
the stakeholders directly impacted by the planning – architects, residents, political representatives  
and administrative officials – all worked together to devise a set of guiding principles for the design. 

Establishing clearly-defined spatial situations improves at all levels the livability of the public space  
around the cathedral. The concept aims, through a process of subtraction, to make existing archi-
tecture more prominent. A cleansing and contouring of built structures already in place occurs in 
separate phases of construction, each exercising the utmost restraint and using minimal, precisely-
placed interventions and materials – with the goal of creating an stimulating, versatile setting for the 
Cathedral and its adjacent buildings.

The redesign of the eastern side of Cathedral square included renovations of the baptistery.  The bap- 
tismal font, acknowledged as the oldest of its kind north of the Alps, is on display before a niche of 
bare brickwork. As part of the overall urban planning concept, the area outside the baptistery was trans-
formed into a large, multiuse public space. The adjacent showrooms of the cathedral workshop and the 
Romano-Germanic Museum further enhance the cityscape, giving the street itself museum character. 
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Floor plan, level 0

allmannwappner

Domherrengruft

foyer

canons crypt

48,50

48,25

48,67

48.19 48,25

47,87

48,37

sanitation

entrance 
parking garage

MUSEUM LUDWIG
Busmann+Haberer
1986

ROMANO-GERMANIC MUSEUM
Exhibition
Heinz Röcke
1972

eßartsnetragsfohcsiB

baptistry

CATHEDRAL
BUILDING HUT
exhibition
151qm

CATHEDRAL BUILDING HUT
Exhibition 62qm

ROMANO-GERMANIC MUSEUM
Exhibition 192qm

MUSEUM LUDWIG
media wall

CATHEDRAL
BUILDING HUT
maintenance depot

BAPTISTRY
exhibition
183qm

48,25

49,20

exhibition
baptistry
126qm

exhibition
baptistry
198 qm

48.80

48,75

Oberlicht

gallery

gallery

gallery

gallery

station

entrance 
Philharmonic
hall

PHILHARMONIC HALL
Busmann+Haberer
1986

STÄDTEBAULICHES KONZEPT DOMUMGEBUNG, KÖLN
ALLMANN SATTLER WAPPNER . ARCHITEKTEN 

GRUNDRISS DIONYSOSHOF EBENE 0 M1.500

A A

B B

C
C

CATHEDRAL
BUILDING HUT
depot

Domherrengruft

foyer

canons crypt

48,50

48,25

48,67

48.19 48,25

47,87

48,37

sanitation

entrance 
parking garage

MUSEUM LUDWIG
Busmann+Haberer
1986

ROMANO-GERMANIC MUSEUM
Exhibition
Heinz Röcke
1972

eßartsnetragsfohcsiB

baptistry

CATHEDRAL
BUILDING HUT
exhibition
151qm

CATHEDRAL BUILDING HUT
Exhibition 62qm

ROMANO-GERMANIC MUSEUM
Exhibition 192qm

MUSEUM LUDWIG
media wall

CATHEDRAL
BUILDING HUT
maintenance depot

BAPTISTRY
exhibition
183qm

48,25

49,20

exhibition
baptistry
126qm

exhibition
baptistry
198 qm

48.80

48,75

Oberlicht

gallery

gallery

gallery

gallery

station

entrance 
Philharmonic
hall

PHILHARMONIC HALL
Busmann+Haberer
1986

STÄDTEBAULICHES KONZEPT DOMUMGEBUNG, KÖLN
ALLMANN SATTLER WAPPNER . ARCHITEKTEN 

GRUNDRISS DIONYSOSHOF EBENE 0 M1.500

A A

B B

C
C

CATHEDRAL
BUILDING HUT
depot



5 allmannwappner

ANSICHT A DOMSOCKEL OST M1.500STÄDTEBAULICHES KONZEPT DOMUMGEBUNG, KÖLN
ALLMANN SATTLER WAPPNER . ARCHITEKTEN 

Museum Ludwig

Einfahrt 
Domgaragen

Einfahrt 
DombauhütteAusstellung Ausstellung Baptisterium TrankgasseAusstellungRampeTreppe

Section



6 allmannwappner



7 allmannwappner

Cathedral Square, Cologne

(core & shell)

Award 	 Cologne Architecture Prize, Honorable Mention, 2017
Workshop process 	 1st Prize, 2002
Client 	 Stadt Köln, Stadtplanungsamt
Project phase 	 07/2013 – 04/2017
Service phases	 Lph 1 – 9
Gross floor area 	 45.900 m2

Team competition	 Frank Karlheim (Project leader), Hana Asaleh, Julia Behm, 
	 Fabian Getto, Thorsten Overberg, Manuel Riavez, 
	 Olga Ritter, Alex Wagner 
Team realization 	 Frank Karlheim (Projekt leader), Julia Behm
	 Rouven Würfel (Project leader), Marion Bruns, Johannes Sailer
Structural design	 Pirlet & Partner Baukonstruktion Ingenieurgesellschaft mbH, Köln
Building services	 Ingenieurbüro Heiming, Cologne
Landscape design	 t17 Landschaftsarchitekten, Munich
Press contact 	 Josse Freund
	 pr@allmannwappner.com
	 089 139 925 17
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