
TEAM COMPOSITION AND EXPERIENCE

MIRALLES TAGLIABUE EMBT

Miralles Tagliabue EMBT has a main offi  ce in Barcelona and a branch in Shanghai, operating all over the world.

Miralles Tagliabue EMBT can be seen as a melting pot of ideas, a meeting point of traditions and innovations; 

where each project presents a challenge and at the same time a new learning opportunity. 

It’s without question an open approach, full of exploration and experimenting. Even so the high level of 

conceptual thought is fundamental. The studio itself refl ects the belief of changing the environment by observing 

and respecting the site, its history and culture. 

EMBT’s work includes various iconic buildings and public spaces to the city of Barcelona: Gas Natural tower, Santa 

Caterina Market, Diagonal Mar Park. It also includes a number of high profi le projects in other European cities 

Scottish Parliament in Edinburgh, Utrecht’s Town Council and Music School in Hamburg. 

Today under the direction of Benedetta, EMBT works not only within the scope of architecture, but also within 

that of landscape, urban infrastructure, rehabilitation and design, trying to preserve the spirit of the Spanish and 

Italian artisan architectural studio tradition.

The studio participates in numerous exhibitions, including the Venezia Biennale (2002, 2004 and 2006) and the 

Bienal de São Paulo (2003). These occasions off ered the chance not only to explore the own architecture but also 

its relationships with other disciplines such as landscape, urbanism and fashion.

EMBT’s architecture has earned multiple international awards: RIBA Stirling Best Building Award, Rietveld Prize in 

2001, Honour Award of the American Society of Landscape Architects in 2005, Premio Nacional de Catalunya in 

2001, Premio FAD de Arquitectura in 2004, BDA Hamburg Architektur Preis in 2002, Premio Ciutat de Barcelona in 

2009, and the Premio de la Bienal de Arquitectura Española in 2005, and lately between the best three Pavilions in 

the Universal expo with the Spanish pavilion.

The studio is currently working on the project of Hamburg Harbour public spaces in Germany, the Museum for 

the Chinese Painter Zhang Da Qian in Neijiang and the New Campus Project of School Management at Fudan 

both in China, among other projects and competitions.
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Benedetta Tagliabue was born in Milan and graduated from the University of Venice in 1989. In 1991 she joined 

Enric Miralles’ studio where she eventually became a partner. Her work with Miralles, whom she married, includes 

a number of high profi le buildings and projects in Barcelona: Parque Diagonal Mar (1997-2002), Head Offi  ce Gas 

Natural (1999-2006) and the Market and quarter of Santa Caterina, Barcelona (1996-2005), Public Library at Palafolls, 

Barcelona (1997-2007), as well as projects across Europe, including the School of Music in Hamburg (1997-2000) 

and the City Hall in Utrecht (1996-2000). 

In 1998 the partnership won the competition to design the new Scottish Parliament building and despite Miralles’ 

premature death in 2000, Tagliabue took leadership of the team as joint Project Director and the Parliament was 

successfully completed in 2004, winning several awards. The Santa Caterina Market, in the heart of the medieval 

city, houses a hundred market stalls on three levels, under a beautiful wave-like roof supported by writhing steel 

columns and dressed with 325,000 multi-coloured ceramic tiles.  From the surrounding balconies it resembles a 

carpet in the act of having the dust shaken out of its colourful weave.  Her Gas Natural Offi  ce was a fi nalist in the 

fi rst World Architecture Festival Awards and is a project which responds to diff erent scales of the nearby apartment 

buildings by forming a doorway to La Barceloneta and produces a singular public space; the treatment of the 

facades protects the building from the sun and noise and appears to dematerialise.  

Today under the direction of Benedetta Tagliabue the Miralles-Tagliabue-EMBT studio works with architectural 

projects, open spaces, urbanism, rehabilitation and exhibitions, trying to conserve the spirit of the Spanish and 

Italian artisan architectural studio tradition which espouses collaboration rather than specialization.  The jobs won 

during Enric’s lifetime are now complete, and the team she leads are winning new and diff erent commissions.  

Their architectural philosophy pays special attention to context. The Spanish Pavilion for Expo Shanghai 2010 is 

a project which develops the handicraft technique of wicker into a practical construction technique.  She has 

also won the competition for the new design of Hafencity Harbor in Hamburg, Germany, under construction 

and on June 2011 she has won the International Competition for the New Campus of Fudan University School of 

Management in Shanghai, China.

Benedetta has written for several architectural magazines and she presently teaches at the Graduate School of Design 

at Harvard University. In 2010 she taught at Columbia University in New York and she has been workshop professor 

at TEC de Monterrey (Mexico), the School of Architecture in Venice (IUAV) and at École Speciale d’Architecture (ESA, 

París), and also University of Architecture ETSAB in Barcelona. She has lectured in many international architectural 

forums as, for example, the RIBA, the Architectural Association and Bartlett School in, London, the Berlage Institut 

in Amsterdam, and in USA, China and South America.  She has exhibited in Brazil, Venezuela, the United States, 

France, Italy and of course Spain, using these exhibitions not only to explore her own architecture but also its 

relationships with other disciplines such as landscape, urbanism and fashion.  In Skin and Bones (New York 2006) 

she studied the connections between architecture (shelter) and fashion (wrapping for the body). 

She has received the Honorary Doctor of Arts degree from Napier University (2004), and has won The RIBA 

Stirling Prize 2005, the Centenary Medal from Edinburgh Architectural Association and the 2005 Spanish National 

Architecture Prize ‘Manuel de la Dehesa’, all for the Scottish Parliament building.  She was a brilliant speaker at the 

2008 RIBA International Conference in Barcelona and an outspoken Stirling Prize judge in 2009. In February 2010 

she will be awarded with RIBA’s International Fellowships for the particular contribution as a non-UK architect she 

has made to architecture.

She has recently won the World Architecture Festival Award 2009 within Category Top Future Project for Shanghai 

Pavilion and it has also been Awarded with RIBA International Award 2010.  
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