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Pastel Rita Project:  

APPAREIL Architecture designs the layout of the new Pastel 
Rita café-boutique 

 
APPAREIL Architecture rose to the challenge of designing a Mile-End café-boutique overflowing with 
colors and daring. The 1500 square foot space houses a café, artisans’ workshops, and a boutique space 
where local creations are showcased. 
 
In approaching the APPAREIL Architecture firm, the couple who owns the space, Gabriel Malenfant, 
member of the band Radio Radio, and Véronique Orban de Xivry, founder of the brand Bouquet, wished 
to create a hybrid space that combined a café with a workshop-boutique. This unique collaborative spirit 
is expressed in APPAREIL Architecture’s proposition through overlapping spaces which allow customers 
to gain an exclusive glimpse at the creation workshop, all while enjoying a coffee. 
 
Located on St-Laurent street in the creative Mile-End neighbourhood, the large windows allow for 
natural lighting, while giving passersby a preview of the creations placed in the storefront. The café 
section of Pastel Rita stands out through its welcoming atmosphere, and was so named in honor of Rita, 
Gabriel’s grand-mother. This part of the space consists of a large central bar which allows for direct 
contact between the baristas and the customers. Painted in a glossy green, this custom-made furnishing, 
as well as APPAREIL Atelier’s FLOE chairs, lend a festive tone to the room. Behind the bar, a partition 
made of wooden slats serves as a separating screen delineating the boutique section of the wall. This 
panel is punctuated by large, arch-shaped openings, putting the handbags, hats, and leather accessories 
on a pedestal. The curve of the golden ceiling reinforces the delineation of the space, while creating a 
luxurious effect that serves to highlight the creations produced in the workshop. 
 
In the boutique, several architectural details act as displays for the artisans’ handbag and accessory 
creations. The predominance of curves and the pastel color palette give rise to a creative and playful 
atmosphere. A seating nook was custom-designed and faces large, metallic, window-adorned doors that 
allow curious customers to have a direct view on the artisans at work. This convivial zone seems to be 
taken straight out of another universe, as all its components sport a pastel pink color. 
 
“The Bouquet handbag brand is known for its colors, and my artistic universe, including my clothing style, 
is too. We thought that APPAREIL Architecture’s cleaner, even contemporary style, combined with our 
desire for a colorful design, would be the perfect marriage, and it’s exactly what we got as a final 
product. APPAREIL urged us to visualize the space and its “flow” in a completely different way than we 
had imagined. Now, we couldn’t imagine it being otherwise.” explain the owners, Gabriel Malenfant and 
Véronique Orban de Xivry. 
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APPAREIL thanks its collaborators on this project :  
Architecte : APPAREIL architecture  
Light design : Studio Botté 
Cabinetmaker : Atelier Assembly 
Contractor : Deux Marteaux 
Metal : Sylvain Baley 
Floe Chair : Appareil Atelier 
Furniture production : Allstudio 
 
Photograph: Félix Michaud  
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About APPAREIL architecture  

APPAREIL architecture is a Montreal-based firm whose mission is to design quality residential and 

commercial environments that are tailor-made and unique for their residents. Our clean and 

contemporary signature is greatly inspired by our Nordic roots, and our projects reflect our desire to find 

balance between tradition and modernity. Its work has been recognized and rewarded throughout the 

years. The firm was notably the winner of Canadian Interiors’ “Best of Canada” prize in 2017, and was 

named a finalist by the Quebec Order of Architects for the restaurant Hoogan and Beaufort in 2017. 

APPAREIL architecture has also been nominated for the “Emerging Talent 2017” prize by Canadian 

Architect. 

 

About APPAREIL Atelier 
 
APPAREIL Atelier, new branch of the APPAREIL Architecture firm, is a creative and colourful studio, where 

ideas burgeon and projects materialise. Composed of architects, technologists, and industrial designers, 

this multi-disciplinary team wishes to fulfil innovative mandates where the different levels intersect. 

APPAREIL Atelier offers bespoke solutions, adapted and turnkey, with a full range of complementary 

services to architectural work: Bespoke furniture, product design, prototypes, prefabrication, visual 

identity, accompaniment for creative projects, and even more, for both residential and commercial 

clients. 

 
 
For more information on the PASTEL RITA project or to organize a meeting, contact Justine Dumas: 
justine@appareilarchitecture.com 
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