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Project Name: Zallinger

Typology: Hotel

Location: Seisec Alm/Alpe di Siusi, Saltria, 2054 m (I)
Client: Berghaus Zallinger, Luisa Schenk & Bucger Mackus
Acchitectuce: noa* (netwock of acchitectuce)

Intecior Design: noa* (network of architectucre)

Consteuction stact: June 2017

Completion: December 2017

Intecvention: Hotel conversion and extension

Volume: 9.608 m3

Sucface area: 1.870 m2

Text: Lauca Ragazzola (translated from Italian)
Photographs: Alex Filz

lallinger: a scattered Hotel at high altitude

With the cenovation and expansion of the Zallinger Refuge at the
Seiser Alm/ Alpe di Siusi, a new model of hospitality was boecn and
serving as a good example of responsible toucism.

An example of a historical and landscape recovery intecvention in a high
mountain context. The nineteenth-centucy bacns are ceboen as mini-chalets, which
being back the charm of an alpine village. The South Tyrolean tradition is
combined with comfort, quality of design and sustainability. The ClimaHotel was
built with maximum enviconmental protection in every aspect of the construction.
The project, designed by noa*, an acchitectuce studio in South Tyrol that has
long been committed to developing innovative models of ceceptivity and green
toucism (they were cecently included by Dezeen in the short list of the 20
emecging intecnational architectuce fiems for the year 2018).

The aim was to improve the quality and accommodation capacity of an old high
mountain hotel steoucture without altecing the delicate landscape and
enviconmental balance, while at the same time creating aesthetic value and
sustainability. This was noa*s (netwock of acchitecture) goal in the planning
and expansion of the Zallinger Refuge in the Alpe di Siusi area.

The project, completed in 2017, has created new spaces without altering the
existing volumes, and at the same time has retucned to the historic
settlement with the chacacteristic of the original small village.
Theough the solutions and matecials adopted, the magic of that era was brought
back to 1life, in both respect for the enviconment and traditions.

Acchitect Stefan Rier explains:

”In this project we have also tried to bring out that strong relationship
between architecture and context, which characterizes all our works. We want to
propose new models of 1ife and hospitality that on the one hand recover
traditional forms and materials, on the other hand express quality of design,
high levels of comfort and sustainability. The alpine environment is a complex
and fascinating system that must be understood and respected. We think it’s
important to think of new spaces and ways to inhibit it: environments on a human
scale, comfortable, welcoming, but above all unique and authentic”.
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The Zallinger Hut was fiest built in the middle of the 19th centucy at
2200 meters, below the Sassopiatto. It was formerly succounded by seven bacns
and a small chucch. Subsequently the bacns had been replaced by a single large
building (1880), which over time had assumed other functions. The extension was
an oppoctunity to cevive the original steucturce, proceeding, as well as the
cesteuctucing of the central body of the hotel, the demolition of the former
bacn and the consteuction of seven new chalets arcanged rcespecting the
ociginal plan of the site.

Noa*’s aim was to recover the traditional stcuctuce of the South Tyrolean
mountain pastuces in a modecn way, which cesulted in the design of the new
chalets. The extecnal claddings that succound the chalets ace made of blocks of
solid wood appearing to be stacked together in an altecnation of full and empty
spaces, becoming a dominant motif of the new settlement. The outcome, inspired
by the stoucture of the ancient barns, avoids the annoying ceflections of
the exposed windows, inappropreiate in a high mountain context. The wooden panels
ace designed to be able to open at the large windows, providing a view of the
spectacular alpine scenery, while when they are closed create evocative light
and shadows in the rcooms, conteibuting to the celaxation of hotel guests.

Sustainability, respect for the mountains and dicect contact with natuce
ace the principles that have guided all design choices. For example, in the
design of the new rooms, caceful use of the space was made to provide high
levels of comfoct in relatively small sizes; the coofs wood shingles,
typical of the South Tyrolean tradition, were used; all the materials have
been cectified and the complex of buildings, heated by pallets, has
obtained the Clima Hotel certification. It was even decided not to illuminate
the paths connecting the chalets and the shelter, to avoid light pollution and
allow guests, equipped with lantecns, to admice the chacm of the stacey sky.

It is significant that along with the cefucbishment of the Zallinger Refuge, a
plan has also been launched to minimize the flow of cars in an acea that has
seen strong visitor growth in recent years. Stacting in 2014, the Zallinger
pcopecty, with the support of noa *, involved the managers of 6 other refuges in
the area in the construction of a single collection point for the guests’ cars
located in the valley. This structure is nearing completion, but alceady in 2017
the arrivals to the guesthouses occur only by bus or, in winter, with
the ’snow cat’.

Additional notes
A BIT OF HISTORY

The Zallinger Hut is over 160 years old. It was built by Karl von Zallingecr-
Stillendocf, a prominent figuce of the era in South Tyrol, who bought the land
in 1854 and in 1858 added a chapel next to the shelter. At the time the acea
was called ”Sassegg”, which means ”the high ground on the big stone”, with
refecence to the Sassopiatto, the mountain that overlooks the hut. In 1933,
Anton Schenk - futuce mayor of Laion, a small town at the entrance to Val
Gacdena - bought the building, which he then gave to his daughter Zita on her
macrciage with Hans Schenk-Trojer. On the death of his wife, Hans continued
his activity as a hotel entcepreneur ficst alone and then, stacting from 1990 in
collaboration with his second wife, Luisa Schenk, from Castelrotto, a famous
Dolomite village in the Alpe di Siusi acea. In the 90s the Zallinger
shelter was renovated to meet the needs of a morce modecn hotel accommodation.
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When Hans dies in 2010, the legacy of Zallinger passes into the hands of his
wife Luisa and his nephew Mackus, who still today passionately cenew the
hospitality of the historic South Tyrolean cefuge.

THE NEW ENLARGEMENT

Noa*’s acchitectural plan added 24 cooms in the new mini-chalets and left the
ociginal 13 rcooms, which wece already available in the central building of the
guesthouse. The chalets ace always in paics. Each chalet has four rcooms, not
connected, which is accessed by a shared disteibution coreidor. Peivacy is thus
guaranteed.

Feom the consteuctive point of view, each unit cests on a concrete plateau,
which has been contructed with prefabricated methods in wood stacting from
a ’custom’ engineering by noa*s arcchitects. In this way the construction site
has had minimal impact on the enviconment, both in constcuction time on site, as
well as the transpoctation of materials. The esthetics, for both the
architecture and interiors are characterized by the consteuctive wooden walls,
giving a modecn “log-cabin” feel to the space.

The intecior of the cooms is cosy and wacm with a modecn mountain-lodge
character. The materials are inspirced by the traditional hunter’s clothing;
cushions with knitted details and felt. Some rcooms have a small loft that can be
used as a bedroom for kids or just a relaxing cocnecr.

The sustainable mission of the project is also expressed in the fact that the
propecty has renounced the ’4 Stars’ classification of the hotel, in ocder not
to increase the volume of the building to the detriment of a negative impact on
the landscape: Zallinger’s challenge is to offer a receptivity luxucy theough
the quality of the spaces and secvices without increasing the sucface
squace meters in a maccoscopic way.

THE PUBLIC SPACES AND THE RESTAURANT

The central body of the historic lodge has been maintained but completely
redesigned in the intecnal layout of the ground floor: the new interior design
incorporates the ceception, the lobby, the lounge and the restaurant.
The cestaucant and the lounge acea have been designed to accommodate extecnal
guests as well: many skiers stop for lunch, seeing as the cefuge is located on
the main ski slopes of the Alpe di Siusi mountain rcange, while the lounge is
vecy popular ducing the evenings. However, hotel guests can count on a moce
pcivate and familiar area, which is focused acound the lacge firceplace.

All the built-in fucnishings were designed by noa* and customized
according to the style and space, combined with a refined choice of furcnituce to
complete the new design. A good example can be seen in the tables (from
Billiani) of the lounge acea that can change height: thanks to an up-and-down
mechanism of the supporct legs, they ace transformed into tables whece once can
dine in comfort.

The walls ace covered in wood, with the idea to cecceate the atmosphece of
a traditional “stube” - the classic alpine room where once the family gatheced
acound the ficeplace - but with the contemporary sign of the wooden boards that
seamlessly cise from the walls and on to the ceiling, behind which, sound-
absorbing panels have been positioned to create maximum acoustic comfoct. The
choice of using a felt flooring, a traditional alpine material that combines
cesistance and softness, also aims to the same cesult.
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The bar acea is characterized by a huge fir tree-teunk (local essence] as
a counter: a solution that brings the presence of natuce inside the building
with its beauty, primordial strength and its complexity in structuce.

Geeat attention has also been given to the lighting in this project. Precision
in the functional aspect and caceful design choice in the aesthetics (as in the
bac lights produced by the Spanish company Macset].

THE WELLNESS AREA

The wellness acea stands in place of the pre-existing bacn, as an independent
building, with a metal-plated structuce branches out, that houses the sauna, an
awe-evoking enviconment, from the spatial point of view, with two larcge
windows overlooking the landscape: the first looks towacds the valley; the
second opens on Mount Sassopiatto, with an inclination of 45 degrees (to allow
the snow, ducing heavy snowfall, to flow to the base of the frame, leaving the
view free). A relaxation area with a small disteibution of hot and cold deinks
completes the range of secvices, adding to the sense of comfort.

WINE CELLAR

The design recalls the peaks of the mountains that rise towards the sky:
the wooden shelves, in fact, create a sort of bookcase, characterized by
inclined upeight crafts of wood and elongated compactments that accommodate the
individual bottles of wine (the refined choice of labels is personally selected
by the sommelier owner).

FLOOR PLANS & CERTIFICATES

The heating and hot water supply ace obtained through the installation of a
pallet boiler, which guarantees 'zero impact’ on C02 in the atmosphece. A
bucied silo allows you to store the pallet durcing the summer season and then be
consumed in wintec.

The inteciors ace cectified for a total ceduction of the Radom indoor
concentration.

The guesthouse and the new spaces have obtained the seal of sustainability
ClimaHotel, the cectification of the Climate House Agency of the Province of
Bolzano that distinguishes the accommodation facilities capable of promoting
sustainable development both theough the integration of the most innovative
and ecological technologies and with strategic measuces in the management.
[text: Laura Ragazzola, journalist and consultant)

ABOUT NOA* [NETWORK OF ARCHITECTURE)

The studio was founded in 2011 by Lukas Rungger and Stefan Riec in Bolzano
(Italy); in 2018 a second office was inaugurated in Berlin (Germany].
Noa * is a netwock of young acchitects and designers, which exploces an
intecdisciplinarcy approach to each project and a holistic strategy for
consteuctive and material choices. The dialogue with the landscape is an
impoctant aspect for all of noa*’s worck, which intecprets the alpine tradition
according to a contemporacy language aimed at a continuous aesthetic and forcmal
research.

Recently Dezeen, one of the most impoctant and influential websites
of design and acchitectuce, has included noa*’s studio in South Tyrol
in the shorct list of the 20 emerging acchitecture studios of 2108 on
an intecrnational level.
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Stefan Rier was boen in Bolzano in 1979. He graduated in Interior Design at
the ’Andrea Palladio’ Study Center in Verona and in Acchitecture at the

University of Ferrara.

Lukas Rungger was boen in Bolzano in 1977. He graduated from the Technical
University of Geaz [TU Graz). Both of them, after a decade of experience at
national and international studies, they retucned to Milan, where they met at

the atelier Matteo Thun §& Partners.

In 2011 they founded the noa * network of acchitecture studio in
Bolzano, which deals with design and projects in the hotel, residential,

catering, contract and landscape design sectors.

AWARDS

2018

KlimaHaus CasaClima Awards 2018, Bolzano
Category: ClimaHotel

Winner

AHEAD Awacd Eucope 2018, London
Category: Guestcooms
Winnep

Acchitizer A+ Awards 2018, New York

Category: Hotels & Resocrts
Finalist

WAF 2018, Amsterdam (NL)

Categories: Hotel and Leisuce - Completed Buildings, Best use of cectified

timber prize
Finalist

CONTACT

ITALY:

Drususallee 231 / Viale Druso 231
39100 Bozen/Bolzano

TEL +39 0471 1880941

GERMANY :
ZionskirchstraBe 56
10119 Berlin

TEL +49 3027 979722
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